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{A little somethin’ som 


* for nothin’ nothin. «ise 


—- -» ‘Save On Telecom 
10603 - 107th St. 


Boxing Week sale ends December 31. =a 


Johnson Cellular 
10429 — 178th St,, #100 


Save On Telecom 

17543 — 100th Ave, 
TAG Mobility 

. 9935 = 170th St. 

Wireless Technology 

17508 Stony Plain Rd, 


kyview 
13322 = 137th Ave. North West 
Edmonton Cellular 
14903 - 116th Ave. 
Mobility Central 
14220 Yellowhead Tr., #5 
‘Save On Telecom 
10603 — 107 Ave. 
Save On Telecom 
11150 — 149th St, 
Westcan Cellular 
_.112604 — 126th St... 


SOUTH 
Alberta Mike 
9424 -99th St. 
Alta-Comm Wireless 
8710—Sist Ave, 


Communications Group 
5926 - 99th St. 


Gustom Cellular 
South Edmonton Common 
1936 -99Ih St. 


Edmonton Cellular 
10309 — 34th Ave, 


TAC Mobility 
4515 Gateway Bid. 
‘Wireless 


$912 - ‘oeh St. 
Xcall Communications 
4809 - 991h St, 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Associated Telecom 
9914 — 103rd St. 


Cambridge Electronics 
10420 ~ 98ih/Ave., #350 


Ledue 
Communications 2000 
5904 — 50th St, W6B 
Compiate Communications 
5205 — 50th Ave. 

Ledue Communications inc. 
6109 451h St, #7 


(2 or 3 year contract) 


CE LG 245 Samsung A870 


Sor now =z TELUS 


the future is friendly* 


Communications 
5101 - 48th St. #107 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 
Cn aubsound @redioshack. psi sacs _ Visions 


DHher awailante until December 31, 2006. *Eftective nét price based on 3-2 os 3 yaar contract. depending an phone, after In-store discount oF invoies credit on your future TELUS ety Offer available to new activations only an @ 3 year contvact. “$98 trait otbe epeiod agatha tha $18 wocnont ston ta 497 
vedi with purchase end activation on 8 3 year contract agartigipating locations. Credit can only be appiked to select in-store products and is not redeemable for cash. @.2006 TELUS. 
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JOIN THE CREATIVE CLASS 


Centre students know who they are and what they want. 
They're passionate and have a clear vision of their future. 
They want careers that cultivate their instincts and reward 


| their creativity. 


The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
educational environment for motivated students seeking 
rewarding creative careers. Join the creative class. Call 

| us to find out how. 


+ 3D Animation + Digital Filmmaking 


- 3D Game Art and Design + Digital Media Design 
| » Audio Engineering - Event and Talent Management 


+ information Technology 


WHERE CREATIVE CAREERS BEGIN 


CENTREIARTS 
EITECHNOLOGY 


KELOWNA FREDERICTON HALIFAX 


www. digitalartschool.com 


Kelowna Campus 

Landmark Technology Centre Ill 
Suite 100 - 1632 Dickson Avenue 
Kelowna, BC V1Y 7T2 


CALL: 1.866.860.2787 
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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible CDs in 
our offices. And we're losing the battle— 
our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Also, in the spirit of renewal and 
change and ushering in a New Year and 
all of that, as of next week this cheery 
and informative little segment of our 
newspaper will be residing at the back— 
you know, with all the smutty stuff. Why? 
| dunno—newspaper-type reasons, prob- 
ably. Now go find a typo, eager beavers! 


Here’s your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm-7 pm 


Saturday 


ON THE COVER 


LUKE MORRISON / 32 


“| find | don’t really look at making music 


_and finding new music to play at the club 
~ ‘every week as work, It’s’sort of a hobby 


and | fihd that it''.a great outlet to 
unwind. It's almost the nature of the 
music that it's a. good escape. It’s great to 
get away for a short time.” —Luke Morri- 
son, red-hot DJ/law student 


iHUMAN FACES EVICTION / 7 

“iHuman helped me a lot—they gave me 
all my maturation to get my life in line 
and straighten out. They taught me 
there's more to life than drugs and crime. 
They always accept me no matter what.” 
—kKevin Peter, iHuman client 


WAYNE JOHNSTON / 23 

“You learn a lot by covering court. It's a 
bit of a rough beat, but you learn how 
society works—you see the whole of 
society just spread out in front of you: 
poor, middle class, rich. Jt's all there. | 
definitely learned a lot about how the 
world works from court.” —Wayne John- 
ston, crime reporter-cum-novelist 


THE FAT DAVE CRIME WAVE / 48 
“We're kind of the only ones left who are 
really sticking to our guns without really 
turning it into something else. Before we 
decided to have a rock-off, it was sort of 
like, ‘ok, who's the real boss here?’ Well, 
we decided we are, and want to rock 
always, forever and well into the New 
Year.” —Fat Dave Johnson, humble local 
rocker 


9am-2pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for mart informatica of to book a2 appoiatme nt 
bloodservices.ca 
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KILLING YOUR NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTIONS SINCE 1992 


Get face to face information and learn how 
SAIT Polytechnic can get your career on the 
professional circuit in less than 16 months. 


Visit us at our Edmonton office to take a 
closer look at SAIT: 


Tuesday January 9th and Wednesday January 10th 
9am to 4pm. 


Calgary Connection, 10304 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton. 
Phone 408.4821 for more information today. 


_ redefine yourself 


www.salt.ca POLYTECHNIC _ 
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WORKING FOR CHRISTMAS / 8 
DYER STRAIGHT / 12 
WELL, WELL, WELL / 13 


Thank god, or whomever 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweeokly.com 

I ast Sunday, after church, | came out to my partner’s grandmother. It 
wasn't a traditional coming out; my partner is a man and I am a 
woman. But when I was asked if I believe in a higher power or a life 

after this one, I had to sheepishly answer no. I came out to my grandma-in- 

law as a bona fide atheist. 

In the past, my answer to the question of whether or not there is a god has 
been that | don’t care. Why should I need to be threatened into being kind, 
compassionate or working for a better community? Why should | fulfil my 
responsibilities to my family, friends, community or planet only on pain of 
future punishment? 

This week, I was in a small Mormon town in Southern Alberta for the annu- 
al Christmas pageant at the community school. The Bishop delivered a prayer 
prior to the play—thanking his version of god for the children, for strong fami- 
lies, for excellent teachers and the abundance of food and material goods 
many of us enjoy. 

That prayer made me reconsider my reasons for not believing anyone's god 
story. If we look to a god for the good things in life, we don't take responsibili- 
ty—or credit—for the fact that our blessings are attributable to human hands, 
hearts and our planet's abundance. As Ani Difranco once said, “God’s work 
isn't done by God, it’s done by people.” Voicing our gratitude, recognizing our 
blessings and pledging our love and respect for those close to us are the 
underpinnings of most prayer, but none of those values fall from the sky. We 
make them or destroy them. We choose what kind of relationships and com- 
munities we have 

Humanists need our own traditions, so I propose a small one. In place of a 
traditional grace this Christmas season, here is a humanist grace, written by JS 
Woodsworth, the first leader of the CCF, the precursor to the NDP. Woodsworth 
was a Methodist minister, pacifist and champion of the poor during the Great 
Depression. In our house, his words precede dinner almost every day: 

“We are thankful for this food and all these good things of life. We recognize 
they come to us through the efforts of our brothers and sisters the world over. 
What we desire for ourselves, we wish for all. To this end, we take our share 
of the world’s work and the world’s struggles.” 

Amen to that. vw 
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‘Buddha Boy’ returns on Christmas Day 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
am Bomjon, the mysterious 
R 2 Boy" who went miss- 
ing in Nepal’s southern jungle 
nine months ago, has reappeared. 

The 17-year-old son of a farmer 
from the village of Ratanpuri in the 
Bara district of Nepal gained interna- 
tional attention after meditating 
beneath a peepal tree in his village 
for 10 months, reportedly without 
taking food or water. Bomjon’s fol- 
lowers claim that he began his medi- 
tation after returning from a trip to 
Lumbini, the birthplace of Gautama 
Buddha, in May 2005 

Bomjon remained under the tree 
until Mar 11, 2006, when he went 
missing amid fears that he had been 
kidnapped. Despite a wide-spread 
search following his disappearance, 
Bomjon remained missing until a 
group of hunters encountered him in 
a densely forested area about 5 km 
west of the Bara region’s main high- 
way on Dec 25. 

Bomjon was apparently carrying a 
sword, which he said was a precau- 
tion to protect him from wildlife, and 
claims that he had still not eaten 
anything except for herbal medicines 
during his meditation. Bomjan also 
told the hunters that he would now 
be meditating near Halkhoriya pond, 
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a body of water with some historical 
significance to local people located 
roughly 5 km west of the tree under 
which he used to meditate before 
disappearing. 


BOMJON SAID HE abandoned his pre- 


vious meditation site because the 
crowds of onlookers and media 
gathered there distracted him. Hun- 
dreds of tourists visited Ratanapuri 
to make offerings and donations, 
which the boy’s followers claimed to 
be using to provide security to allow 
him to meditate in peace. 

Nepalese security forces, howev- 
er, believe that the boy is merely part 


of an elaborate hoax to solicit dona- 
tions allegedly being used to finance 
that country’s Maoist rebels. 

Other critics have also pointed out 
that since Bamjan’s followers shield- 
ed him from view with a curtain dur- 
ing the night when he was 
meditating under the tree, it is possi- 
ble that he could have been taking 
food and water surreptitiously. 

Part of the reason for the wide- 
spread attention on the boy's claims 
is that Bomjon’s story mirrors an 
episode in the life of Gautam Bud- 
dha, the original Buddha, who was 
coincidentally bon only 257 km | 
from Bomjon’s birthplace of Bara in 
540 BC. Adding to the coincidence’is 
the fact that Bomjon's mother’s 
name is Maya Devi, whigh was also 
the name of Buddha’s er. Ww 


Happy holidays, kids 


JUST FOUR DAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS, EMBATTLED iHUMAN YOUTH SOCIETY FACES EVICTION 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 
evin Peter pauses for a while 
Kove pondering whether he 
would return to a life of crime 
and drugs if the iHuman Youth Society 
can’t find a new building to operate 
out of. 

“I don’t know,” the 18-year-old 
society client slowly replies. “There’s 
a big possibility.” 

The prospect of the society having 
no home was made much more real 
just four days before Christmas, when 
the City of Edmonton's subdivision 
and development appeal board reject- 
ed iHuman’s appeal to keep its pro- 
grams operating in its current 
building. 

Society board chair Sandra Bromley 
says the decision could soon leave 
iHuman and its programs out on the 
streets. 

“It’s a scenario many iHuman youth 
are all too familiar with,” says a group 
press release. 

iHuman is a non-profit, charitable 
organization that works with high- 
risk youth, promoting their reintegra- 
tion into the community, according to 
the release. 

“Addictions are one of the youths’ 
greatest problems, with crystal meth 
being the drug of choice,” it explains. 

The help for the group’s high-risk 
youth clientele, including many who 
are living or working on the streets, 
comes through a program involving 
crisis intervention, arts mentorship 
and life-skills development. 

“iHuman helped me a lot,” says vet- 
eran client Peter. “They gave me all 
my maturation to get my life in line 
and straighten out. They taught me 
there's more to life than drugs and 
crime.” 

After what he called a “huge histo- 
ry” of criminal offences like stealing 
property, he started coming to iHu- 
man five years ago to use its day serv- 
Ices. 

“They always accept me no matter 
what,” Peter says. “I can paint, draw 
or do anything.” 

He calls the city board’s decision a 
great loss, because of all the work 
and trouble that have gone into mak- 
ing iHuman what it is. 


GROWING OUT OF high-risk youth 


working on a gun sculpture in the late 
1990s, iHuman’s previous home was 
in the former headquarters of the CN 
Police, in an unused building next to 
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the CN tower on 101 Street. 

While the company that owned the 
building allowed iHuman to operate 
there completely free-of-charge, even 
paying for utilities, it decided to 
demolish the building in 2005. From 
October of that year to January 2006, 
the society was homeless, leaving its 
staff to meet clients in coffee shops. 

iHuman found a former dry-clean- 
ing and printing shop in an old indus- 
trial park at 11355 - 105 Avenue, near 
Oliver Square, and was initially 
approved to move in by a city devel- 
opment officer. But iHuman Youth 
Society board president Lorris 
Williams says the approval was 
appealed by some nearby landowners 
and an area community association, 
neither of which could be reached for 
comment. 

The development officer apparently 
did not know that iHuman building’s 
area had its zoning changed in late 
2005 by the city to allow for only the 


sort of high-rise condominiums that 
have been sprouting out in the area 
more recently. 

The latest judicial move came on 
Dec 21, when the development appeal 
board upheld an order that the society 
should not use the building for its pro- 
grams, which are designated as 
health services due to their harm- 
reduction and prevention nature. 

“There was no medium for justice,” 
says Gabrielle Rodgers, an iHuman 
youth worker, of the case. “We were 
just breaking the bylaw. It’s such a 
kick in the ass to us, so close to 
Christmas.” 

Brianna Olson, a staff social worker 
and recovered addict who received 
her training through the society, 
agreed. 

"They didn’t look at our situation or 
what we were doing,” she says of the 
judgment. “What positive effect on 
our neighbourhood was not taken 
into consideration.” 

Rodgers says she was also once in 
a situation like that of many of the 
society’s youth clients before iHuman 
helped her and today serves as a role 


model. If the group has to move out of 
its current building before finding 
another a replacement, she fears the 
clients will be shattered. 

“They depend on it day to day, feel- 
ing they belong,” Rodgers says of the 
service. 

Client Tina Leduc says iHuman 
helped her get back on her feet this 
year, after pulling her away from a life 
of getting drunk and fighting with 
friends and going “to jail all the time.” 

"The government's not going to see 
that because [it’s] all about the money, 
not about what's going to help youth,” 
the 17-year-old said. “The govern- 
ment’s not very smart. [It’s] paying 
more money for us to go to jail.” 


iHUMAN CHAIR BROMLEY, fearing the 


late-December appeal was the soci- 
ety’s last chance to delay eviction, 
says the group just wants to stay until 
it can find another suitable building 
“Redevelopment of the area may 
not begin for months—what harm is 
there in allowing iHuman to stay oper- 
ational for the time being?” she asks 
Lawyer Linda Duncan, who coinci- 
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now get the hell out 


AGAIN 


dentally came down to donate money 
to iHuman on behalf of some art 
friends the day after the decisi 
does not understand why 
would object to iHuman’s ¢ 
location. 

“I think it’s a fantastic program 
says Duncan, who attended a society 
function with federal NDP Leader 
Layton when she was a candidate for 
the party in the last 

She notes the irony 
group being dislocated 
under Mayor Stephen Ma 
to promote the arts 

iHuman president Williams 
council has tried to help ocie 
find a new location, but understan 
how it would not want to inter 
with an existing plan to redevel 
area by stepping in to rezone the 
ety building’s current location 

The board will wait until it 
some paperwork outlining the « 
sion from the city to deci 
move, Williams says 
include going to court 

He says he is focused on ge 
new building, whi 
difficult by Edmont 
tates and low ea 

“jHuman staff aug pace 


release added. 

The new building must be 
close to public transportation 
an electrical supply and washrooms 
and measure 450 square metre 
in an art room, locked storage 
office, music, meeting, drama and 
dance areas. 

Williams says the society's pro- 
grams have “blossomed” since it 
moved into its current location, s 
being homeless this time would be 
worse. than during the last fall an 
winter 

“Some of the crisis inte 
work can be done, but 
Says, noting tha 
to 24 youths i 
60 served in total 

SEUSS S 


she likes to do 
iHuman to help—n 
cheque 

“It's abso 
new building 
wise, we can't 
or dance: th 
man unique.” Vv 


Dr. J ph King 
« First surgeon in W 
* Experienc 


FROM 
/ Bausch & Lomb 2100 laser 


inada’s most ¢ 


ern Canada to use the new 
e of over 40,000 LASIK procedures, making him one of C xperienced laser eye surgeons 


*Prices are subject to change without prior notice and may vary based on prescription strength. “* $0 down, 0% financing is a limited offer, and may be subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may app'y. Call for details. 
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's working for the (Christmas) weekend — 


‘THE HOLIDAYS’ ARE ANYTHING BUT FOR THE MANY WHO KEEP THINGS RUNNING SMOOTHLY 


JOEL KELLY / joel @yueweekly.com 

f you're anything like me, maybe 
[= Christmas Day included 

some of the following: dinner with 
the family, opening a few presents, 
calling up Nintendo to complain that 
you busted your television with your 
Wii remote, that kind of thing. 

And, if you are further like me, you 
probably didn't stop to think about the 
fact that your laid-back celebrations 
relied on a significant number of 
Edmontonians that spent their holiday 
punching the time clock at work 

Despite the fact that many spent the 
day at home, employers open on 
Christmas Day-saw little drop in 
demand for goods and services, with 
many reporting a spike. According to 
Telus telephone operator Jeri Tordoff, 
who spent her Christmas morning 
helping me call Japan, Christmas is a 
“really big day for families to call their 
loved ones all over the world, so it is a 
really important day for [Telus].” She 
commented that Telus had around 17 
million long distance calls made on 
their network on Dec 25. 

Likewise for the Edmonton Police, 
Christmas Day was “just like any 
other day,” said police spokesperson 

Jeff Wuite. “A little less traffic, | sup- 
pose.” 

Wuite did not give specifics on the 


2 LABOUR 


number of officers working, though 
he did comment that the only day dur- 
ing the holiday season that draws 
extra attention is New Year's Eve. 

Officer Dan Jones, who worked his 
regular downtown shift on Christmas, 
said that his decision to work was 
made in mind of his colleagues with 
younger children. 

“I've been here for quite a while, so 
I don’t have young kids, but I do have 
grandkids,” he explained. “Families 
with young kids, we try to accommo- 
date them. Some people that wish to 
have Christmas off, they try to find 
someone else to come along. The 
Police Service has been really under- 
standing in helping each other out.” 

Both Jones and Wuite stressed that 
officers did not have much choice in 
working Christmas or not. 

“The shift is made up a year in 
advance. If you work Mondays, then 
you work on Christmas. It's the luck of 
the draw,” Jones said. 


THAT BEING SAID, many Christmas 
workers were willing to volunteer to 
work Christmas Day, including Jones 
and Tordoff, and it seems that few 


Finally... 
The tof Boxing Week Sale 
Our ONE HUGE SALE of the year! 


December 26 - 31, 2006 


This is your only chance to save up to 50% off 


Our regular great prices 


Come see wh 
Door Crasher! 


Natural Silk toy Duvets 


$99 any size 


on all furniture in the store! 


we orily do this once a year: 


|| 
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employers had trouble filling shifts—a 
rarity in Alberta's labour-strapped 
economy. Tordoff has volunteered to 
work the last four Christmases run- 
ning. One of the reasons behind this 
may be simply the money—Alberta 
workers are guaranteed overtime pay 
of at least time-and-a-half (in con- 
trast, there is no law in the US requir- 
ing that businesses pay their workers 
overtime on Christmas). 


with the giving sense of Christmas; it 
makes more sense for someone like 
me to be working during the holiday 
period.” 

Wilson also mentioned that work- 
ing on Christmas is not typically 
demanding. 

“It’s a time of the year when people 
aren't really interested in major jour- 
nalism,” he said. “Viewership, listen- 
ership and readership are all down 


“While I enjoy the festive side of the holiday, I’m not religious at 
all,” he said. “I certainly have that connection with the giving 
sense of Christmas; it makes more sense for someone like me to 
be working during the holiday period.” 


However, many saw working over 
the holidays as a chance to embrace 
the giving nature of the season, even 
if they do not share the same reli- 
gious beliefs behind it. Ron Wilson, 
host of CBC Radio One’s Edmonton 
AM, said that his decision to work 
over the holidays was made to give 
his coworkers with stronger connec- 
tions to the Christian faith more time 
to enjoy it. 

“While I enjoy the festive side of the 
holiday, I’m not religious at all,” he 
said. “I certainly have that connection 


across the board.” 

He explained that the office was in 
high spirits, saying, “It's pretty relaxed 
because most of the people who work 
during that time, they volunteer. Vir- 
tually everyone who wants the time 
off gets it. Nobody is making me 
work.” 

Similarly, Tordoff said that working 
on Christmas day had unique perks, 
including a more stress-free work 
environment. 

"The extra money is nice, but you 
also help to put smiles on the faces of 


Londonderry Mall 137th Avenue & 66th Street 


Upper Northwest Level near Sport Chek Supercentre 


10:00am - 9:00pm Monday to Friday, 


9:30am - 5:30pm Saturday, | 2:00pm 
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families all over the world—money 
can’t buy that,” she said. “Most cus- 
tomers are really nice to work with 
and really appreciate our help. But 
yes, there are always one or two 
callers who Santa should take off his 
list next year.” 

Nonetheless, Jones disagreed with 
the notion of working Christmas day a 
la Miracle On 34th Street. 

“The atmosphere always starts off 
very jovial—you try to stay in a very 
good mood, guys are in good spirits,” 
he said. “But in our society, there's a 
lot of people that can’t enjoy what we 
enjoy. You have to temper your enjoy- 
ment to do the job. 

“For a lot of people, it’s a very sad 
time of year,” he continued. “We have 
to deal with issues of depression, a lot 
of alcohol-induced events. I’d much 
rather work New Years Eve.” 

In the end, Jones stated that he 
found his Christmas Day responsibili- 
ties to be richly satisfying, and he 
credited his wife for supporting him 
in completing his duties, when he 
could be enjoying some Wii bowling. 

“I'm thankful that I married a won- 
derful understanding spouse,” he said. 
“My wife knows it’s very important 
and it's something that has to be 
done, that’s the bottom line. 

“I'm very proud of doing it.” w 
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ISSUES 


Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations 
to comment on current events and broader issues 
of importance to the community. Their commentary 
is not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 
represent or of Vue Weekly. 


Atrocities in Darfur must 
not be forgotten 


BYLAN LADD / www.standeanada.org 

If you were to take the death toll from 9/11 and mul: 
tiply that by 145, you would get the approximate 
number of deaths that have occurred (so far) in Dar- 
fur, Sudan due to the government-backed genocide 
in that country. Over 2.5 million people have been 
displaced, while 400 000 have died in this country- 
wide ethnic cleansing. 9/11 was a tragic day for 
Americans and Canadians alike, and the compassion 
that we, as Canadians, showed America was pro- 
found. Now it is time for Canadians to view Sudan 
with that same compassion and take action. 

Students Taking Action Now: Darfur (STAND) 
Canada is the leading student organization dedicat- 
ed to raising awareness and inspiring action to 
address the crisis in Darfur. STAND’s goal is to 
strengthen and focus the voice of Canadians—start- 
ing with students—to demand leadership from the 
Canadian government in ending the atrocities in Dar- 
fur. STAND Canada has devoted itself to educating 
students, lobbying elected officials and pressuring 
the media to report on the crisis. 

In order to effectively push the Canadian govern- 
ment to take action in Darfur, STAND targets deci- 
sion makers from two angles. First, STAND directly 
- engages Members of Parliament and key govern- 
ment officials to provide policy ideas and political 
incentive to take action in Darfur. Second, STAND 
Canada cultivates a national grassroots student 
movement, providing advocacy tools and informa- 
tion, sparking the public to call for action from Cana- 
dian leaders. It is through this direct advocacy 
supported by grassroots activism that STAND Cana- 
da has and will continue to make a difference for the 
people of Darfur. ; 

With chapters on nine university campuses—and 
a new chapter here at MacEwan College—STAND 
Canada has played a key role in educating Canadi- 
ans, organizing events and spurring action on Parlia- 
ment Hill. Working both independently and in 
concert with our NGO partners, STAND has briefed 
officials at Foreign Affairs, liaised with MPs and 
members of the government and most recently 
helped organize a non-partisan coalition of MPs 
committed to stronger Canadian action on the con- 
flict in Darfur. In concert with student organizations 
in the United States and Europe, STAND Canada 
brings concerned citizens together to influence gov- 
ernments around the world to act to end the slaugh- 
ter in Sudan. 

The more people who care and come together in 
the name of change, the more effective each voice 
will become. Canadians must speak up for those 


al WINTER YOGA 
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who have no voice. 


HOW CAN YOU HELP? Most importantly, educate 
yourself so you are aware. A few websites you can 
visit for up-to-date info are: darfurisdying.com, dar- 
furinfo.org and darfurgenocide.org. 

Another way to help is by writing a letter. If you 
visit standcanada.org you can get all the helpful tips 
you need, including a pre-written letter and the mail- 
ing address of the Prime Minister. Keep in mind that 
the more personal the letter, the more effective it 
will be. 

Taking part in local activities is an easy way to 
help as well. By providing volunteer time or dona- 
tions, you can make a world of a difference. Keep an 
eye out for Darfur related benefit shows or events as 
they are a very useful source of information and can 
help guide you in where to donate your time and/or 
money. If you are interested in taking part in STAND 
Canada’s activities, our doors are open to everyone. 

During the start of January, there will be a table 


The more people who care 
and come together in the 
name of change, the more 
effective each voice will 
become. Canadians must 
speak up for those 

who have no voice. 


set up at MacEwan College to offer insight into the 
issue and give you a place to have your voice heard. 
Every person willing to help will raise the voice of 
those in need. Please stop by to see what it’s all 
about. Currently, the Edmonton Chapter of STAND 
Canada is seeking a Policy and Advocacy Coordina- 
tor, a Media Coordinator and an Information Officer. 
Of course, if you want to get on board to help out in 
any way, you will be welcomed with open arms. 
There are many ideas STAND has for the near future 
in Edmonton, including joining forces with other 
groups and schools city wide. 

Networking in order to gain power in numbers is 
very important. The people of Darfur are in need of 
help, and Canada has the power to do so. The geno- 
cide in Sudan must be stopped and cannot be on the 
back burner any longer. w 


Dylan Ladd is the president of the Edmonton chapter 
of STAND. 
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saskatchewan i : aaah 
calling to the 


far away towns 
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ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com A oa dpe al 

Gates Premier Lorne Speakerphone 
Calvert has a message for the Bonus facep!sts 
scores of ex-pat flatlanders 810 starter coat 


who have ditched Saskabush for the 
supposedly greener pastures west of 
Lloydminster over the past few years: 
come home. 

Calvert, whose province is experi- 
encing something of a mini-boom 
itself at the moment, believes that the 
many wayward Saskatchewanians 
(Saskatchewanners?) living in Alberta 
who are becoming fed up with our 
province's skyrocketing housing costs, 
traffic jams, labour shortages and, 
well, stabby-ness can be lured back to 
Canada’s breadbasket, reversing a flow 
that saw nearly 64 000 Saskatchewan 
residents move to Alberta between 
2000 and 2005, while less than half as 
many Albertans went the other way. 


CALVERT MIGHT BE ON to something, 
though, as this exodus is already 
showing signs of subsiding. In 2006, 
the number of people moving 
between the two provinces appears to 
be evening out, with Saskatchewan's | 
population actually growing by 473 
people so far this year, the largest | 
increase since 1995. 

“There's a certain advantage in 
having a large number of 
Saskatchewan people living there,” 
Calvert told the Canadian Press. “They } 
are drawn to home naturally.” j 

Calvert's NDP government plans on | 7 
buying billboards and bus adsin_ | 
Alberta encouraging homesick 
Saskatchewanians to ditch Cowtown 
and Deadmonton for Saskadelphia 
and Mini-peg, while the opposition 
Saskatchewan Party is suggesting that 
the province set up “embassies” in 
Edmonton and Calgary. v 
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“The narcissism of the man is really 
beyond description,” said Professor Gerald 
Post, director of the Political Psychology 
Program at George Washington University. 
“He has essentially tumed himself into a 
living god.” But now the god is dead. 
Saparmurat Niyazov, supreme ruler of 
Turkmenistan for the past 21 years, was a 
Communist dictator who made North 
Korea's father-and-son act, Kim |I-sung 
and Kim Jong-il, look like shrinking vio- 
lets. Post-Communist, actually, since he 
dropped the ideology once the Soviet 
Union broke up in 1991, but in all practi- 
cal respects Niyazov was a Stalinist until 
the day he died last Thursday. 
The biggest of the thousands of statues 
of Niyazov that litter Turkmenistan sits 
atop a 91-metre arch in the centre of the 
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capital, Ashgabat, and rotates to face the 
Sun. Covered in gold leaf and wearing a 
flowing cloak, the statue makes Niyazov 
look like a pudgy Superman, but he always 
insisted that it was nothing to do with him. 
“{'m personally against seeing my pictures 
and statues in the street, but it's what peo- 


TWAT suge 1s one HUGE, 


ple want,” he said modestly. He probably 
half-believed that he was immortal, for he 
made no provision whatever for his suc- 
cession. And now, suddenly, he is gone. 
Turkmenistan, on the northern borders 
of Iran and Afghanistan, sits on enough 
natural gas—at least 2.9 trillion cubic 
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The man is too strong, even more so in death 


metres, or enough to cover German con- 
sumption for 30 years—to guarantee its 
five million citizens a Kuwait-style living 
standard. In reality, they live more like 
Albanians, while the huge gas revenues 
have gone into prestige projects like an 
ice palace in the mountains, an artificial 


lake in the desert and a pseudo-Disney- 
land in the outskirts of Ashgabat. But 
Niyazov's worst crime was to destroy all 
political and governmental structures and 
replace them with his personality cult. 
Niyazov renamed January “Turkmen- 
bashi" (“Father of the Turkmens, the title he 
gave himself). He renamed April after his 
mother, May after his father, and Septem- 
ber after his self-published book, the 
Rukhnama, a farrago of personal philoso- 
phy, quotations from holy texts and Turkmen 
history that was required reading for all citi- 
zens. ("On a par with Bible and the Koran, it 
is to be used as a Spiritual Guide to remove 
the complexities and the anxieties from day 
to day living,” he wrote in the introduction.) 
Niyazov presided over a drastic fall in 
educational levels in Turkmenistan that 
has left the nation prey to every sort of 
extremism. He reduced compulsory 
schooling from 11 years to nine, stopped 
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Juniors invade Sweden as 


Oilers eat turkey 
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With the Christmas season breaking up the 
hockey schedule, last week featured just 
two Oiler games. December 21 saw a 3-2 
Oiler win over Wayne Gretzky's Phoenix 
Coyotes. December 23 saw a 3-2 Oiler loss 
to Dave Tippett’s Dallas Stars. December 
25 saw Christmas Day and no Oiler news 
to speak of. Perhaps the players all got 
new cars or something for Christmas. Or 
Faberge eggs. Or something else far too 
expensive for most of us to really compre- 
hend. Dave got a handsome sweater. TB 
got a new hockey bag. Neither item was 
made of gold, frankincense or myrrh. 


#1000 BEFORE 2007? As 18 predicted (or, 
to be more accurate, hoped would happen) 
last week, the Edmonton Oilers marked 
franchise win number 999 with last Thurs- 
day's victory aver the Phoenix Coyotes. It's 
always neat when fate steps in and lets 
the Oilers mark win 999 over number 99, 
who played 9 NHL seasons with the Oilers. 
Number 1000 could come against the LA 
Kings, who travel to Edmonton on Decem- 
ber 28. The Kings were the team that 
acquired Gretz from Edmonton for a suit- 
case full of $1000 bills. That's kind of iron- 
ic too. It's a stretch, | know. DY 


TRIVIA BREAK! AKA...CHRISTMAS 
FILLER Four future Oiler players (at the 
time — they're now former Oiler players) 
who competed in the World Junior tour- 
nament finished first in tournament scor- 
ing. Who are they? Answer ahead. DY 


JUNIOR TIME The Christmas break means 
the IIHF World Junior tournament is on 
and Canada features only one Oiler 
prospect in the lineup with Andrew 
Cogliano as one of the returning players 
from last year’s gold medal team. The 
Junior tourney one the last showcase for 
NHL teams to size up recent draft picks or 
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for prospects yet drafted to show off for 
scouts. Fellow Oiler prospect Fredrik Pet- 
tersson was named Captain of the 
Swedish team and Taylor Chorney was 
named Captain of Team USA. DY 


GO BELGIUM. GLUG, GLUG, GLUG. White 
everyone in hockey will be watching the 
IIHF World Junior Hockey Championships 
(Pool A), In The Box will be keeping a 
small eye on Division III of the tourna- 
ment. Division III is three steps and 24 
teams below the “Pool A” countries Cana- 
da is facing. Armenia, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
China, New Zealand and Turkey will be 
facing off in early January in Ankara, 
Turkey, birthplace of former Clash guitarist 
Joe Strummer and a country that boasts 
seven ice rinks. Supporting Belgium can 
probably be best done by sampling that 
nation’s great beer so, in that spirit, In The 
Box is backing the Belgians. DY 


TRIVIA BREAK! ANSWERS. Wayne Gret- 
zky (1978), Vladimir Ruzicka (83), Shayne 
Corson (86) and Mike York (97) all fin- 
ished first in their respective World 
Junior tournaments in scoring. DY 


ALL | WANT FOR XMAS IS A BILLION- 
DOLLAR RINK In a year end interview 
with the Edmonton Journal, Edmonton 
Mayor Stephen Mandel has thrown his 
support behind the rumoured, whispered 
about, barely-a-step-above-out-and-out- 
conjecture plan to build a new downtown 
arena and “entertainment complex” once 
the Oil's lease on Rexall Place expires in 
2013 or so. Rexall is currently the third 
oldest rink in the NHL (after Pittsburgh 
and Long Island) and its near-constant 
state of total sellout indicates that E- 
town could easily fill a significantly larger 
barn on a regular basis, but the still-hypo- 
thetical development’s proposed $1 bil- 
lion price tag—most of which will likely 
be footed by the city and, therefore, tax- 
payers—ought to make the pie-in-the-sky 
plan contentious in a city that claims it 
can't afford to plow its streets. RM 
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The question none of us could answer with 
certainty the other night at the Sidetrack 
was whether beer really was more fatten- 
ing than wine. So thinking | really ought to 
know this, and with champagne kisses, 
caviar dreams and New Year's Eve just 
around the corner, | did a little homework 
on some of our New Year's Eve favourites, 
Kissing, it turns out, is good for us 
(yay!}—it puts us “in the moment” and 
reduces anxiety. Psychological changes it 
induces are similar to those produced by 
meditation, and it even claims to make us 
look younger—something about toned 
facial muscles, according to some, but it’s 
probably more about brain chemicals, 
because a lot of looking younger is about 
what the face is reflecting from inside 
about being healthy and feeling good. 


Looking good is more about good health 
and activated pleasure receptors than 
anything else. 

And speaking of pleasure receptors, 
champagne, especially with an ounce of 
créme de cassis added, has both pleas- 
ure-overflow potential and surprising 
Nutritional value. Black currents are 
loaded with antioxidants (those little sub- 
stances that keep us from rusting and 
falling apart), potassium and calcium, and 
have more vitamin C than oranges do. 

We all know about the healthiness of 
wine and beer, and here's what | learned 
about fattening potential—it's not bad, 
as long as you don’t overdo it. A six- 
ounce glass of cabernet sauvignon is 
about 135 calories, white wine usually a 
little less (unless it’s a riesling or other 
dessert wine) and champagne a little 
more—about 160 calories. 

Beer ranges from about 135 calories for 
a pint of light to about 200 calories for a 
pint of Heineken, with many, like draught 


Guinness (at about 170 calories) weighing 
in somewhere in between. And though a 
serving of beer can weigh in a little higher 
than one of wine, it’s also a little more fill- 
ing, which means you fill up faster. 

A shot of any 80-proof liquor weighs in 
at 100 calories—but that's without the 
mixer, which, unless it’s club soda, can eas- 
ily put the calorie count at double or more. 

Beer's a little higher than wine on the 
carb front, but much better than most 
mixers—17 or 18 grams of carbs per pint, 
compared to 40 for a 12-ounce sized soft 
drink. But the really good news is that 
beer contains antioxidants, minerals, sol- 
uble fibre and other substances that 
enhance digestion—as long as it’s not 
consumed in excess, of course. 


BUT SPEAKING OF EXCESSES, working to 
excess is becoming an ever more pressing 
problem, so if you're planning any New 
Year's resolutions, keeping stress at bay 
Might be one worth including. Besides the 
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health risks associated with chronic 
stress, Toronto researchers last week 
reported that elevated levels of stress hor- 
mones stunt creativity and stall lateral 
and outside-the-box thinking. The advice 
of the researchers for those stumped with 
a problem that needs solving? Take a 
break to play, then try again, and you just 
may find the answer breaking through 
with apparent ease. (Though you will, of 
course, need to avoid back-to-back dead- 
lines if you want to leave margin for that.) 

And while that highly focused state is 
beneficial in some situations, it is, if sus- 
tained week after week, both a gold- 
embossed invitation to ill health, and the 
death of creativity. Creativity is what 
keeps us alive; chronic overdrive yields 
robotic existence or illness. 

And speaking of stress, other recent 
“news” announced that the overuse of 
pain medication is a common cause of 
chronic headaches. Once chronic pain is a 
problem, and ever-increasing pain relief is 
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12-25-2006—xXmas in the ol’ homeplace 


DISPATCH 


DARREN ZENKO 
dispatch@vueweekly.com 


Sitting here in the sleepy-warm semi- 
silent afternoon afterglow, echoes of the 
morning's orgy of unwrapping and 
delight-squeals dying down, its festive 
remains long since stuffed into two or 
three guilty blue bags, sipping on the best 
kind of wine: freely offered, freely 
poured, freely enjoyed in an atmosphere 
of ... exuberant moderation. 

Picking out favourite Christmas memo- 
ries is tough when your Christmases have 
been so stable—26 years of same or sim- 
ilar traditions in the samé house, tree in 
the same corner, erected and decorated 
by the same parents. Memories hang on 
hooks of exception, while my field of holi- 
day recollection is a mostly smooth sur- 
face of warmth, love and general 
niceness. This year, though, saw the grue- 
some resolution of a controversy that'd 
been simmering since last year: the issue 
of the Boner Angel. 

“| can't get over it,” my sister-in-law 
said over her second seasonal Caesar. 
“That angel has a huge penis!” 

"Ah, come on,” my dad replied; “it’s 
just a Christmas angel! It's holding up its 
songbook!” 

He was trying to revert the ornament 
to innocence, but just as you can't 
unbreak an egg, you can't unsee a cock; 
after two years of repetition, my sister's 
bawdy bit of pattern recognition had 
taken hold of the family's psyche. Though 
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the angel's designer might have meant its 
gilt wireframe to represent a freakishly 
long-armed angel holding tiny music 
sheets at a weirdly acute angle, all we 
could see was a giant golden filigree 
wang with a squarish knob. 

When a few weak suggestions for fix- 
ing the problem (“Maybe | could glue a 
little book on there, so people would 
know what it was supposed to be ... ”) 
failed to generate much enthusiasm, Dad 
defaulted to direct action. Grabbing hold 
of the offending unit, he wrenched, bent 
and twisted the wire until it came off 
with a metallic snap and the angel was 
properly sexless. Disturbed, | went into 
the kitchen to pour myself another as the 
swirl of vanilla ribaldry ("Now he's put- 
ting it up its butt!”) peaked and faded. 

Some people have certain Christmases 
etched into memory by epic highs or 
lows: a tree fire, a surprise proposal. |'ll 
forever have the time my father castrated 
a Messenger of Joy. 


THE HOLIDAY SEASON, though, is a bor- 
derland, the zone of the calendar where 
old meets new, and I'd already had my 
winter's real Magic Memory moment a 
few weeks previously, with the swearing- 
in of Steady Eddie Stelmach on the steps 
of the Legislature. All the changes in every 
facet of my life found themselves reflected 
in the public sphere there on the snowpack 
and drift of the plaza as the Ukrainian 
men’s chorus hymned in the Year Zero. 
Here’s where memories came back to 
me. How many times had | stood and 
stomped on those sandblasted sidewalks, 
chanting against education cuts, health- 
care cuts, privatization, de-regulation, the 
gutting of the social state, trying along 
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the teaching of Russian and closed all 
hospitals outside Ashgabat. He also 
banned opera, ballet, beards and even car 
radios. No topic was immune to the exer- 
cise of his iron whim. 

Under Soviet rule, there was decent 
health care and good education for every- 
body (in both Russian and Turkmen). Given 
Turkmenistan’s gas wealth, it was well able 
to maintain those services after the separa- 
tion in 1991, but instead Niyazov spent the 
income on monuments to himself and 
“prestige” projects. Now that he is sudden- 
ly and unexpectedly gone at the age of 66, 
there is bewilderment in the streets and a 
frantic scramble for power at the centre. 

The deputy president, Kerbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov, has promised an elec- 
tion in the near future, but he has not 
been forthcoming on significant details 
like how many candidates will be 
allowed. If the people in Niyazov’s inner 
circle can agree on a single candidate, 
the present tyrannical system may contin- 
ue for a time, perhaps with less in the 
way of grotesque excess. If not, Turk- 
menistan is in for an interesting time. 


THE WORST RESULT of Niyazov's two 
decades in power has been the collapse 
in educational standards among the 
younger generation, most of whom do not 
speak Russian and so have no access to 
uncensored media. Niyazov encouraged 
this collapse because it made for a less 


with hundreds of other desperate Alber- 
tans to make our smug fucker of an elect- 
ed monarch BLINK? To hear the words “| 
hereby submit my resignation” come out 
of Klein's mouth, even 10-odd years after 
we'd really wanted them to come, raised 
goosebumps. | joined in the lsotoner- 
padded applause; it was the only time 
|'ve clapped for the man. 

It's not exactly time for dancing in the 
streets to celebrate the Glorious Victory 
of the People—Steddie’s about as red as 
Smurf, and anyway the money-black gold- 
rush of provincial pillage and plunder has 
by now spun unstoppably out of political 
contro|—but in this situation, d rest is as 
good as a change. There was a feeling of 
humility in the whole affair, from the sim- 
Dlicity of the ceremony to the church-hall 
cookies ‘n’ coffee served afterward. Even 
anthemist Paul Lorieau refrained from his 
trademarked rockstar manoeuvre, though 
the fact the mic was bolted down 
might've had something to do with that. 

All in all, I'm approaching 2007 with 
good ol’ fashioned “cautious optimism.” 
I've got a fine family, a good woman, a 
tolerable job, reliable wheels and a gov- 
ernment (at every level) that's at least a 
half-step away from imperial invincible 
impunity. Humanity’s staring suicide 
down the trembling barrel of its hand- 
made shotgun, sure, but ... same as it 
ever was, right? 

|'ve gotta run; my brother's downstairs 
gearing up for his first-ever round of scro- 
toss, on the icy city-boundary street 
where for years we played and fought— 
the Mountie learning an Indian game on 
Christmas day. Take care of yourselves in 
the New Year, kids; keep it so real it stops 
bullets. w 


critical, more submissive population, but 
it has also produced a younger generation 
that is ignorant of its faith and wide open 
to extreme interpretations of Islam. 

The other curse of Turkmenistan is 
clan. Niyazov was a master of the clan 
game, balancing one clan’s interests 
against another to secure his power— 
even under Soviet rule, that's how Central 
Asia was really run—but it worked partly 
because Niyazov himself was outside the 
clan structure. (His Turkmen father was 
killed in the Second World War; his Russ- 
ian mother and his brother died in the 
earthquake that levelled Ashgabat 
in1948, and he was raised in a Soviet 
orphanage.) All of his close associates 
have clear clan ties, and will find it much 
harder to play the balancing game. 

There is an older generation of Turk- 
mens, educated in Soviet times, who 
should in theory be able to demand and 
fun a modern, democratic society, but after 
20 years of extreme repression their will to 
do so is not certain. Under Niyazoy, Turk- 
menistan has been a brutally repressive 
state, but one that left the neighbours 
strictly alone. Now it could become a theo- 
cratic state, or a failed state, or even both. 

Or it could become a prosperous, demo- 
cratic country that respects its citizens’ 
rights and creates all sorts of interesting 
opportunities in life for them. The Turkmens 
will have to decide for themselves. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Vue Weekly. 
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There are Somali choices, so little time 


JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com 


ith a whirlwind of Christmas 
\ activities brewing on our 
f calendar, one night my 


family decided to take a break and try 


something different; the only Somalian — 


restaurant in Edmonton, Xamareey. 
After helping push a car out of a 
snow bank, we were warmly greeted 
by a group of men watching a soccer 
game in the corner. The mint green 
walls displayed travel posters of Soma- 
lia, and I soon learned that Xamareey is 
actually the old capital of the country. 
The menu, although basic, empha- 
sized chicken dishes with a smaller 
selection of other meats and vegetarian 
choices. The prices were certainly 
agreeable; nothing broke the $10 mark. 
Our friendly server recommended 
the chi-polo alla farmaggio ($9.95), 
which I decided on after finding out 
that they were out of the malay yuumbi 
(king fish) ($9.95). My husband, who 
prefers heartier fare, was tempted by 
the goat meat ($9). Finally, lost without 
a children’s menu, my daughter agreed 
to a special rice dish that the server 
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promised to make specially for her. We 
nodded to sides of rice and injera bread 
with our main meal and ordered a 
round of watermelon juice. 

We were surprised to see an entire 
pitcher of cool, sweet watermelon 
juice arrive at our table with three 
glasses and had but a short wait for 
our entrées. The sheer amount of 
food that arrived at our table was 
puzzling; we had enough to easily 
feed another two adults. 

The first dish to arrive was our 
daughter's rice, accompanied thought- 
fully with both a fork and a spoon. Our 
main dishes arrived next, both large 
portions of meat and salad. The third 
load brought by our server was a 
whopping plate of fragrant rice and a 
large platter of injera bread. A small 
bowl of homemade spicy sauce fol- 
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lowed, and finally two bowls of what 
appeared to be spinach soup. With lit- 
tle ceremony anu great enthusiasm, 
we dug into our spicy-smelling feast 
My chi-polo alla farmaggio, 
although more Italian in nature than 


- 
é 


& 


Somali, was fantastic. A tender breast 
of chicken was stuffed with spinach 
and mozzarella cheese, and seared 
until browned. The creamy white 
alfredo sauce finished the chicken 
and combined well with both spinach 


and cheese. My side salad, thou 
initially impressive loo} 
prisingly tasty. Iceber 
with peppers and ac 
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Go to the top of the pops all year long 


TAYLOR EASON / www.creativeloafing.com 


: he other night, I drank a treas- 
an ured $120 bottle of champagne 


with a sausage-and-green- 
pepper pizza. It was a minor home- 
coming celebration, but the 
champagne made it major. Made it 
better. Made it self-indulgent and dis- 
gustingly extravagant. I loved it. 
During the holiday season, retailers 
brace themselves for the onslaught of 
sparkling-wine purchases. Sales trick- 
le in the rest of the year, but when 
people think they should be drinking 
bubbly, they descend upon the stores. 
Seems sad that we reserve this amaz- 
ing beverage for special seasons. 
Sparkling wine—what bubbly 
should be called outside of France's 
Champagne region—is wine, just like 
any other white or red, and the prices 
have come down remarkably of late. 
Italy and Spain are making very afford- 
able and refreshing sparkling wines, 
and even California has some for less 
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than $20. It often pairs better with food 
than white or red, and ... well, when a 
bottle pops, it’s like there’s something 
ingrained in our brain that announces, 
"Now it’s a party.” Shouldn't we make 
every day pop? 

Here's a challenge: buy a bottle of 
sparkling wine for the holidays, and 
buy two more for January. Drink them 
when you're happy, sullen, excited or 
depressed. I promise it'll turn your day 
into something worth celebrating. 


A FEW TIPS FOR NEWCOMERS: 

If you see a bottle labeled “extra 
dry,” it actually means it’s sweeter 
than a brut. Go figure, but it’s the 
truth. 

The best way to chill a sparkling 
bottle is to place it in a bucket or sink 
with half ice, half water and a handful 
of salt for about 20 minutes. 

"Cava," “Prosecco,” “Cremant,” 
“Spumante” and “champagne” are all 
words for sparkling wine. 

A vintage-dated sparkler is not nec- 
essarily better than non-vintage. If it 
has no date listed on the bottle, it only 
means the winemaker blended wines 
from two or more years to produce an 
often more complex wine. 


A FEW RECOMMENDED WINES: 


Domaine Carneros 2003 Brut 
(California); This California offering 
from Taittinger certainly won me 
over. Smells floral, with honeysuckle, 
green apple and peaches on your 
tongue. Fantastic value. 


Pommery 1995 Grand Cru Brut 
(France): Extraordinarily good, with a 
wholesome baked bread backbone 
and a tart-lemon and ripe-peach 
taste. Long finish that begs for more. 


Casalnova Prosecco (Italy): Bursting 
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with pear, dried banana and mango, 
this tropical delight seduced everyone 
who tried it. Although it has some 
sweetness, it’s light, balanced and 
invigorating. 


Mionetto Prosecco Brut (Italy): 
Vibrant citrus and pear, with some 
almond cookie worked in there. 


Taittinger Prestige Rosé (France): 
Green apple and tart cranberry, fol- 
lowed by a vanilla-tinged earthiness. 
A bit pricey, but worth it. I tried the 
other French Taittingers, but they 
were so woody, they were almost 
undrinkable. 


Shranisberg 2002 Blanc de Noir 
(California): Earthy, with a baked- 
pear, bread character. Finishes with a 
tart citrus wash that freshens your 
mouth. 


Shramsberg 2003 Brut Rosé (Cali- 
fornia): Ripe raspberry with a dry, 
salty finish. Exceptional winery with 
very consistent sparkling wines. 


Mumm Cuvée Napa Cuvée M (Cali- 
fornia): Perfumey with sweet cherry 
almost like cough syrup, a dash of 
earthiness and a finish so clean it’s 
almost nonexistent. 


Oudinot Extra Dry (France): This 
French champagne sports an apple 
Jolly Rancher flavor, backed by some 
toasty vanilla. 


Mumm Cuvée Napa 2002 Blancs 
de Blanc (California): Toasty with a 
minerally lemon flavor and an inter- 
esting baby aspirin thing. Another 
consistently great sparkling wine 
house. 


Scharffenberger Brut (California): 
Owned by French champagne house 
Roederer, these guys have produced a 
rich, yeasty sparkler with peaches, 
pear and honey stealing the show. 
Slightly sweet. w 


Westmalle tripel has 
heavenly body 


TRIPEL 
APPS TAnHEY OF WESTMALLE 
ey BELGIUM 
4.99 / a Ml BOTTLE 


| am on the horns of a dilemma. In my 
profession, | recommend beers that our 
readers should explore. | relish my job 
immensely. However, what do | do when 
the beer is one of my all-time favourites 
and not easy to find in Edmonton? 

Should | tell you about my find, or keep 
it a secret to quietly savour for myself? 
This column is my response to this moral 
quandary: never let it be said that | am a 
man without virtue. 

~ Westmalle Tripel is a unique and truly 

special beer. First, it is from Belgium, 
which is your first clue it will be out-of- 
the-ordinary. Second, it is brewed in 
small batches by monks. 

As a Trappist beer, tripel is a style that 
can only be authentically made in one of 
seven monasteries in Belgium. The monks 
of Westmalle have it nailed. They were 
the first to brew this style back in 1936, 
and today theirs is called “the mother of 
all tripels.” 

The beer pours a beautiful golden yel- 
low and forms an impressive, rocky white 
head that lasts forever. The head paints a 
delicate lace down the side of your glass 
as you drink it. The aroma is a mixture of 
citrus and pepper, along with some clove. 
A subtle alcohol warming is detectable in 
the smell as well, hinting at the beer's 
impressive 9.5 per cent alcohol content. 
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sweet dressing for an unusual salad. 
The light rice was a gentle combina- 
tion of raisins, onions and a multitude 
of spices, particularly cinnamon and 
cardamom. 

The “special spice” on the table 
was definitely piquant and full of 
chilies. Even the simple spinach broth 
was a mélange of flavour. My daugh- 
ter, who normally detests Popeye's 
favourite, used the injera bread to 
mop up the last of the soup. 

Injera, for those who are not accus- 
tomed to African food, is spongy pan- 
cake-like sourdough bread. Often, it is 
use to pinch food when forks and 
spoons are unavailable. 

My chicken, as scrumptious as it 
was, paled in comparison to my hus- 
band’s goat dish. Typically, I find goat 
too dry and stringy to enjoy. This 
roasted meat was extremely tender, 
however, and fell easily off the bone. 
When I asked about the spices the 
goat was basted in, our server just 
smiled and said, “There are too many 
to mention.” I understood this was 
cade for a secret recipe, and did not 
pursue it any further. 

Although not busy this evening, we 
were impressed by the inclusive envi- 
ronment. Everyone who came 
through the door greeted us and 
asked how we were enjoying our 
food. At the end of the evening, as our 
server was cleaning, my daughter 


The flavour is unbelievably elegant. 
Citrus, pepper, clove and banana ride the 
soft, delicately grainy malt. It has a gen- 
tle sweetness, blending with a hint of flo- 
tal hop bitterness. Overall, the beer is 
soft, complex and finessed. So many 
flavours intermingle in this beer that the 
alcohol’s warmth is almost lost in the 
shuffle. In a tripel, the alcohol should 
sneak up on you. 

Each sip of this beer offers a cascade 
of flavours and sensations. It is a beer 
best drank slowly, with deliberation and 
care. Make sure it isn’t too cold: the ideal 
temperature for a tripel is 8 to12 degrees. 

You can even drink this beer with a 
clear conscience. The monks don’t brew 
for profit; they spend any surplus on their 
charity work in the community. Can Mol- 
son say that? Try finding this truly heav- 
enly beer at Sherbrooke Liquor. 

Of course, now | have to hope you 
leave some for me. w 


piped up, “Do you have dessert?” 

He looked slightly embarrassed, 
and apologized that no, they didn’t 
have any desserts at this time. | inter- 
rupted my overzealous daughter and 
ordered some tea. Five minutes later, 
two steaming cups of chai arrived at 
our table accompanied with a plate of 
cookies. Where this man managed to 
find them was beyond me, but my 
daughter heartily accepted the plate 
without question. _ 


Going up to the till to pay, we 


thought there was some mistake on the 
bill. Our feast came to a mere $20. I 
asked about the extra food and bever- 
ages, and the man shrugged. We tipped 
generously to compensate, especially 
for our daughter’s sweet tooth. 

When asked about the hours of 
operation, our server gave another 
vague answer. “We open around 9 am 
for breakfast, and then we close 
around 11 pm,” he explained. “But if 
someone came in late and ordered, 
we wouldn't ask them to leave. In our 
culture, we do not kick anyone out of 
our homes. It is not hospitable. Some- 
times we are here until 2 am with 
guests in our restaurant.” 

With food and service like we 
received, I hope Xamareey stays in 
business for a long time. I felt more 
Christmas cheer in this restaurant 
than anywhere else I've been this 
month. Not to mention that this was 
one of the most memorable dinners 
I've had ina long time. I'll take Soma- 
lian goat, rice and hospitality over 
turkey and stuffing any day. w 
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PICK THE BEST BUBBLY Marion Webb of 
International Cellars will offer up tiny bub- 
bles to set the New Year's mood on Fri, Dec 


FOOD NEWS! 


‘ex. a 


29. Drop by deVine Wines between 4 and 7 
pm to learn a little, drink a little and hope- 
fully buy a little better of a bottle than any- 
one ever expected of you, you cheap-skate. 


FIRST NIGHT FROLICS 4 DJ wit be spin- 
Ning tunes from an outdoor stage on 
Churchill Square from 9 pr until 12:30 am, 
and a huge bonfire will keep the anticipat- 
ed 20 000 street dancin’ people toasty. A 
skating party, snowball throwing contest 
and indoor activities in City Hall, the 


Stanley A Milner Library and CBC Stage 
sound like wholesome family fun 
forward to a “low-level pyrotechnic dis 
play” at midnight. That's right—nothing 
says awesome fun like 
pyrotechnics! 


low-leve 


Have a (safe and) Happy New Year 

your friends at Dish. Got an event, an 
announcement or some unsubstantiated 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or fax 
426.2889. 
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STEWART DUNCAN / stewart@vueweekly.com 
he summer's developments 
and an unusually abundant 
snowfall in late fall have creat- 
ed a great early season at Sun Peaks 
Resort, 50 minutes northeast of Kam- 
loops, BC. 

The resort is experiencing the most 
snowfall for this time of year in its 14- 
year history; it’s abundant, accumulat- 
ing and arid—just right for skis, 
boards and those new-fangled snow 
bikes. 

But in addition to the fine flakes, 
Sun Peaks Resort has added a chairlift 
on Tod Mountain, a café at the base of 
Mt Morrisey and four runs on Orient 
Ridge, the resort's fourth mountain. 
The new chairlift was added as part of 
an agreement with the Austrian 
National Ski Team, who have chosen 
Sun Peaks as their main training 
mountain for the 2010 Olympics. It 
also supports the ski hill’s multi-phase 
development master plan 

The Umbrella Café at the bottom of 
Morrisey Express is named for its 
retractable, centre-support roof. The 
45-seat cafe has more seating outside 
around the perimeter and is “the first 
umbrella bar in Canada,” said sales 
and marketing manager Francis 
Argouin. “There are lots in Europe 
and a few in the US, but this is the 
first in Canada.” 

With glass walls all around, the 
weather stays out but the views come 
in. Come spring, the roof opens for 
the best of both worlds. Located by 
the Morrisey Express quad and just 
across the covered bridge from the 
village, Umbrella Café is already a 
natural meeting point for friends eye- 
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ing the mostly intermediate-terrain 
mountain. 

The four new runs are really just a 
preview of Orient Ridge, which won‘t 
open as the resort's fourth mountain 
for possibly five more years, Argouin 
said. Only the bottom half of each run 
will open and can be accessed from 
East Village Skiway, running east off 
Carpe Diem on Sundance Mountain. 
The new runs allow ski-in access to 
developments east of the village. 

The resort's master plan calls for 
development of five mountains for a 
vast expanse of terrain and extensive 
ski-in/ski-out accommodations. 
Though construction has been non- 
stop for the past 14 years, the resort is 
really just in its toddler stage thus far. 

“We just started a bit of Phase 2 in 
summer of 2005,” said Argouin. Com- 
pletion of that phase is years away. 

Meanwhile, houses being built in 
that area are more elaborate and, yes, 
more expensive, each year. As the 
resort's reputation grows, more and 
more well-heeled families from afar 
are building beautiful stone, gla8S"and 
log-and-beam homes that they'll visit 
once in a while. Real estate in gener- 
al, including townhouses and condos, 
continues to be a hot commodity and 
with the bulk of the development still 
ahead, prices are expected to contin- 
ue their steep climb. 


BUT THE BIGGEST NEWS for skiers so 


far is the addition of Elevation Chair, 
an open, fixed quad that is a gateway 
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to the Nancy Greene International 
Race Centre. Its three purposes are to 
serve the Austrian National Ski Team 
for training; relieve congestion on the 
easy 5-Mile run that the steeper runs 
funnel into (thereby also alleviating 
congestion on the Sundance and Sun- 
burst chairs that climb out of the vil- 
lage); and allow more experienced 
skiers faster access to higher, steeper 
runs with better snow on northeast- 
facing slopes. 

By mid-November, the depth and 
quality of snow in this area had 
already made excellent runs. My two 
days skiing there recently confirmed 
the conditions were similar to what 
one would normally find in late Janu- 
ary. Being able to access the new lift 
(with padded seats, thank you very 
much) meant more of the day could 
be frivolously frittered away on black 
diamond runs without having to 
return to the village each time. 

Vertical drop on Elevation Chair is 
312 metres (1 023 feet) and ride time 
is less than seven minutes, said 
Argouin. For those familiar with Sun 
Peaks, Elevation Chair starts at the 
low side of the bottom of Cariboo, 
cuts across that run and ends just 
over Cahilty. 

Skiers disembark about 100 metres 
above Sunburst Chair and more to the 
northeast, in sight of the mogul field 
known as Headwalls. Elevation Chair is 
about 150 metres ahead and to the 
right of the top of Sunburst Quad. From 
there, skiers can head back to Crystal 
Chair to access the higher slopes and 
double-black diamond runs. 

The Elevation moniker was chosen 
out of 744 submissions for the Name 
the Lift Contest. Suggestions came 
from across Canada as well as the US, 
Zurich, London, Sydney and Auck- 
land. Ultimately, Burnaby’s Sally Chen 
won, as her suggestion best described 
the purpose of the lift, to elevate peo- 
ple back to mid-mountain 

“We wanted a name that depicts 
the chair,” said Argouin. “It meant 
something specific to the terrain.” 

For this reason, it seems, Elevation 


Go Wild West at Sunshine 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
imilar to Delirium Dive, Sun- 
S: Village has another fea- 
ture terrain area called The 
Wild West. It joins the hill’s other 
features in enjoying its earliest open- 
ing ever—usually not ready until Janu- 
ary 
The entrance to The Wild West can 


be found on Goat's Eye Mountain, 
right after the first elbow of the Sun- 


SNOW ZONE 


Chair beat out more colourful submis- 
sions like Peanut Gallery, Quadzilla, 
Speedy Quadzales and Schuss- 
boomer. The latter seemed particular- 
ly appropriate considering the lift is 
there primarily because it was a con- 
dition of the Austrian ski team train- 


*|STEEPS 


shine Coast run. Features in these 
steeps include three major rock- 
walled couloirs, steep crevices and 
cliffs that reach over 30 metres. 

Just like Delirium Dive, there are 
safety requirements that must be 
adhered to. You must carry an ava- 


ing at Sun Peaks. 

Total investment in Sun Peaks 
Resort has exceeded $400 million in 
the past 15 years. The resort contin- 
ues to expand and now boasts a sea- 
sonal population of 250 residents and 
more than 5 000 tourist beds. v 


lanche transceiver and shovel. It 
goes without saying that you should 
know how to use both as well. Most 
importantly you need at least one 
partner and the hill suggests you talk 
to some experienced guys familiar 
with the terrain before jumping in. 
Like signing a waiver before-eating 
hot wings, it may be one of the spici- 
est, gut-busting experiences of your 
life. Yee-haw! w 
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Unlike older skis, the new shaped skis are 
designed to turn when we roll them onto 
their edges. Old style skinny skis needed 
extra help to get them through the turn. 
You needed to steer your feet in a fairly 
strong manner to get those old bastards 
to come around. 

| remember getting my first new pair of 
slalom skis years ago. While moseying 


Be patient and try to 
feel yourself riding 
on the edges of the 
skis as they turn. 


down School House run at Marmot Basin, 
| rolled them over on the edge and they 
actually started to turn a little bit on their 
own. It was at this point | should have 
realized that extra side-cut was a really 
fricking good thing and ran immediately 
to the Patent Office and become a mil- 
lionaire. 

But no, | waited another 10 years for 
the “geniuses” at every ski manufacturer 
to try everything from cutting holes in the 


oS the rignt arc in your turn 
“is a bit of a learning curve 


tips to attaching little lead weights in 
foam to absorb vibration. Then, one day 
some guy (probably the janitor) suggested 
a big old side-cut might make the ski turn 
better, and bingo—the new generation of 
skis were born. 

If we roll these skis over on their edge, 
they will turn. It's that simple. We can 
make them turn in different radius arcs by 
applying pressure and steering the feet, 
but the key to learning to truly carve turns 
Is to let these babies do their thing. 

Many people who have skied for a 
long time continue to ski with their feet 
too close together. Modern shaped skis 
and modern skiing technique work better 
when you ski with your skis wider apart. 
The distance that | find works well is 
between 10 to 20 centimetres (four to 
eight inches). 

This spacing is dynamic and should 
vary depending on the steepness of the 
slope, your speed and the type of snow. 
When skiing fast, for example, the skis 
are generally kept wider apart; when ski- 
ing powder, your skis should be closer 
together. Be careful to not spread the skis 
too far apart or you could find it difficult to 
maintain pressure over your downhill ski. 

Next, to get the feeling of just how the 
skis will turn for you, find a nice smooth 
intermediate slope and stop to the side 
facing the open run. Now that you are in 
the traverse position with your skis posi- 
tioned as described above, start to tra- 


verse and get up your speed. Once you're 
cookin’ a bit, roll your knees, ankles and 
(ultimately) the edges over. What hap- 

pens? The skis will turn up the hill until 
you come to a stop. Try this several times 
and you get a feeling for just how fast the 
skis will carve an arc. This is key. You do 
fot want to rush the turn too much or you 
will lose the carve and begin a skid. Be 
patient and try to feel yourself riding on 
the edges of the skis as they turn. 

Now go find a nice groomed run, and 
with your proper stance, you will find that 
balance point where you can begin the 
gradual increase of pressure and speed 
that will ultimately have you slicing big 
railroad tracks deep into the snow. The 
feeling of leaning way over in a turn and 
having that solid carving platform under 
you is phenomenal. w 
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4211-166 St 
Edmonton. Alberta 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, no new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and 


funs open 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Sunridge — 60cm base, no new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and 
runs open 


Alberta 


Sunshine — 136cm base, 23cm of snow in the past 4 days, all lifts runs 


open 
Lake Louise — 92-151cm base, 14cm of snow in the past 3 days, all 
lifts and 138 runs open 

C.0.P — 75em base, no new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts open 
Fortress — Opening date TBA 

Marmot Basin — 84cm base, 11cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all 
lifts and main runs open 

Nakiska — 35-67em base, Bm of new snow in the past 7 days, 5/6 
lifts and 18/28 runs open 


Mt Norquay — 85cm base, 15-20cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all J 


lifts and runs open 

Castle Mt — 60-156cm base, 30cm of new snow in past 2 days, all lifts 
and 64 runs open 

Tawatinaw — All lifts and runs open, 10:00 — 4:30 


B.C. 

Silver Star — 14cm base, 40cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 11/12 
lifts and 114/117 runs open 

Big White — 162cm base, 41cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 15/16 
lifts and 100/118 runs open 

Apex — 141cm base, 1Bcm of new snow in the past 24 hours, 4 lifts 
and 58 runs open 

Sun Peaks — 127cm base, 24cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all 
lifts and runs open 

Femie — 18ficem base, 20cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 9/10 lifts 
and 105 runs open 

Kimberley — 74-10 1cm base, 26m of new snow in the past 6 days, 5 
lifts and 80 runs open 

Panorama — 65-105em base, 31cm of new snow in the past 4 days, all 
lifts and runs open 

Fairmont — 41-79cm base, Sem of new snow in the past 24 hours, all 
lifts and runs open 

Kicking Horse — 162cm base, 29cm of new snow in the past 3 days, all 
lifts and 105/106 runs open 

Red Mt — 175cm base, 20cm of new snow in the past 3 days, all lifts 


open 
Whitewater — 240cm base, 44cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 3 
lifts and 8 runs open 

Powder Springs — 70-88cm base, 40cm of new snow in the past 2 
days, all lifts and runs open 

Mt Weshington — 310cm base, 2cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all 
lifts and runs open 

Powder King — 25cm base, no new snow in the past 3 days 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 254em base, 82cm of new snow in the past 7 
days, 21 lifts and 82 runs open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt — 44-122cm base, 31cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 12 
lifts and 81 nms open 

49 North — 120-180cm base, 20em of new snow in the past 2 days, all 
runs open 

Mt Spokane — 117-178cm base, 20cm of new snow in the past 24 
hours, all lifts and runs open 

Big Sky — 83-11 8cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 11 
lifts and 85% of terrain open 

Schweitzer Mit — 120-170cm base, 58cm of new snow in the past 7 
days, all lifts and 31 runs open 

Lookout Pass — 175cm base, 23cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all 
lifts and runs epen 

Silver Mt Resort — 125cm base, 23cm of snow in past 2 days, 5 lifts 
and 64 runs open 

Crystal Mt. — 75em base, machine groomed snow, 6 lifts and 12/45 
funs open 

Great Divide — 38cm base, no new snow, all lifts and 60 runs open 
Sun Valley — 70-95em hase, 33cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 4 
lifts and 45 runs open 


All conditions accurate as of Dec. 27, 2006 


413-1554 
www.TheEasyRider.com 


Aw shucks, Huckleberry, 
Castle’s too good to share 


STEVEN KENWORTHY / steven@vueweekly.com 

xpansion at a mountain resort 
E= be a double-edged sword. 

Having more skiable terrain 
and adding better services and newer, 
faster lifts may seem all fine and 
dandy on paper, but the reality often 
includes higher prices, more people 
and less room on the slopes to do 
your thing. 

When Castle Mountain Resort— 
the powder and steeps mecca in the 
southwestern Alberta Rockies—finally 
got the permission and financing in 
place to actually start building a chair 
that would fill in the massive gap in 
terrain variety it has traditionally suf- 
fered from, many locals saw it as a 
mixed blessing. By including lift serv- 
ice up Haig Ridge, the resort would 
finally be able to offer genuine begin- 
ner and intermediate terrain, making 
it a true family destination. 

Since Castle Mountain’s inception 
in 1966 (it was then known as West- 
castle Park), there has always been 
plenty to offer advanced skiers and 
snowboarders, but there was little in 
the way of green and blue runs. The 
gentle slopes of Haig have long been 
seen as the key to changing the 
perennial cash-strapped resort into a 
viable operation by offering more 
runs that the majority of people will 
regularly use. Now that the new 
Huckleberry Chair is open and there is 
a variety of terrain for all ability lev- 
els, local powder-hounds are con- 
cerned that too many people will 
come to Castle Mountain and, in the 
process, destroy its rustic appeal. Cas- 
tle had to strike the right balance. 


FOR THOSE UNFAMILIAR with the 


place, Castle Mountain thinks of itself 
as one of the last places where the 
true soul of skiing and snowboarding 
is preserved. It’s owned co-op-style by 
shareholders, most of whom have 
cabins at the base of the resort and 
are avid skiers and snowboarders. 
The shareholders are fiercely proud of 
their little slice of heaven and, since 
taking over the resort from the munic- 
ipal government in 1996, view the 
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idea of having Castle Mountain under 
the control of anyone but themselves 
as nothing short of blasphemous. 

The terrain spread over the beefy 
856-metre vertical rise of Gravenstafel 
Ridge is steep and rugged and the 
selection of groomed runs to choose 
from had been very limited until the 
opening of Haig Ridge. Castle attracts 
riders who value terrain and snow 
over style and fashion. The closest 
other ski area to Castle is Fernie, a 
place that has seen its funky little 
resort go upscale in the last decade 
with investment, condos and trendy 
boutiques now attracting as much 
attention as the skiing. Castle and 
Fernie may be close by location, but 
ideologically, they are a world apart. 

Castle's lifts are old—an ancient T- 
bar installed when the resort was cre- 
ated 40 years ago was the only way 
up to the high alpine on Gravenstafel 
Ridge until the installation of a triple 
chair and a pair of double chairs over 
the course of the last decade. None of 
the chairs are high speed and all were 
purchased second-hand. 

“It's not about the lifts; it’s about the 
skiing,” Castle's general manager Brian 
Cusack says. “For less than the cost of 
one high-speed quad lift, we were able 
to put in three lifts and a new daylodge, 
and expand by over | 600 acres.” 

Despite all the chest-pounding 
about Castle by its supporters, the 
place has always struggled financially. 
With the amount of beginner and 
intermediate terrain expanding with 
the opening of the new Huckleberry 
Triple Chair, hopes are that skier visits 
will increase and alleviate some of the 
money problems. 

The Huckleberry Chair services a 
section of Haig Ridge that features six 
runs, all below treeline, with a modest 
average slope of 17 to 27 degrees and 
a vertical drop of 330 metres. Howey- 
er, just beyond the top of the lift there 
is a backcountry touring area, offering 
both mild and extreme out-of-bounds 


terrain, meaning Haig has something 
to offer advanced riders as well. 

Along with the new chair and terrain 
this season, Castle Mountain was the 
subject of a 12-minute film, Where's the 
Secret Castle?, which takes a tongue- 
and-cheek look at the area’s unique 
skiing culture. In addition, it features a 
group of locals making the dramatic 
first descent down the 45-degree east 
face of Mount Haig last spring. The film 
was shown before the current Warren 
Miller movie throughout Canada and 
parts of Europe this fall, giving Castle 
Mountain it’s most wide-scale expo- 
sure ever. Hits to Castle’s website 
topped 43 000 for the month of Novem- 
ber alone, compared to 165 000 hits in 
total from October to April last season. 


THE COMBINATION of Haig Ridge open- 
ing and the wide exposure Castle is 
getting from the film has made some 
people cringe at the thought of how 
things may change for the worse by 
attracting more visitors. 

So far this season, it appears wor- 
ries about the resort being “spoiled” by 
over-development and over-popularity 
have been unfounded. In mid-Decem- 
ber, with most of the mountain open 
and excellent early-season conditions 
throughout, there were still just a few 
hundred people on the slopes during 
mid-week days. Line-ups were nonex- 
istent and stashes of fresh powder 
could be skied run after run with little 
worry of others poaching your lines 
while you rode back up the lift. Even 
the long-awaited opening of the Huck- 
leberry Chair on Dec 23 was met by a 
crowd of less than 600. In true Castle 
style, the Huckleberry Chair was fired 
up for its maiden voyage by country 
rocker Corb Lund, who was fresh off a 
gig the night before that almost ripped 
the roof off the resort’s daylodge. 

Lift tickets at Castle are still the 
cheapest among the major Canadian 
resorts at $50 for an adult. Haig Ridge 
is going to attract more people and 
weekends and holidays will be busier, 
but it appears that the soul of skiing 
and snowboarding will still be alive 
and nurtured at Castle Mountain. w 


ae 6 January 12th 
Coca-Cola Family Kick Off Party 
Molson Monster Kick Off Party 
Rustlers Ladies Hockey 


Saturday, January 13th 
Demo Days at Marmot Basin 

The Jasper Booster Scavenger Hunt 4:00 
Yuk Yuk’s Comedy 8:30 | 


——— — 


Sunday, January 14th 
Demo Days at Marmot Basin 
Warden Ice Rescue Maligne Canyon 1:30 


Skating Party & Cabane a Sucre 1-4:00_ 


Monday, January 15th 
Beers and Bites 7:00 


Tuesday, January 16th 
Hospitality Challenge 1;00 —; 
Wednesday, January 17th 


Marmot Challenge 11:00 
Spirits of Jasper 7:00 


NY 


Thursday, January 18th 
Rotary Club Juan Helluva Night 6:00 
Community Band Benefit 


Friday, January 19th | 
Chili Cook Off 6:00 
Captain Tractor (Live Music) 10:00 
Dee Ser Ps St A cape ander Sn ii al | 

; 


Saturday, January 20th 
Taste of Canadian Wine & Cheese 7:00 


Children’s Movie Matinee 1:30 

An Evening of Wine and Food 7:00 
Monday, January 22nd 
Mixology and Munchies Earls 3-6:30 
Seniors Ski Week Marmot Basin 


note: Schedule is subject to change without notice. ¥V 
Check our website for latest updates www,ski jaspercanada,com 


- ¥ , 
Tuesday, January 23rd_ | 


Historical Lantern Tour __ 


Wednesday, January 24th| 
Beers and Bites Caledonia Grill bal 
Thursday, January 25th | 
Taste of the Town 
Seniors Fun Race Marmot Basin 
Friday, January 26th 

Wine in Winter Tasting 
Saturday, January 27th 
Avalanche Safety Day Marmot Basin 
Strathcona String Quartet 

Ducks Unlimited Auction 


Sunday, January 28th 
Jasper In January Finale Brunch 


‘SnowTrain to Jasper BEGINING JANUARY (2TH 


DEPART EDMONTON BY TRAIN AT 4PM FRIDAY * ARRIVE HOME BY 11:30PM SUNDAY! 


ALL WHILE RELAXING TO BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN VISTAS... 
jor more info visit -}.\S! ! 
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Vaudevillian New Year's Eve revels in chaos theory 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

f New Year's didn’t exist, it would 
] be necessary to invent it. Not the 

actual changing of years, of 
course: that’s sort of a necessary 
function of any calendar. No, I mean 
the party; not only is it a blissful, 
erratic wake for the mistakes and 
things best left unsaid from the year 
previous, but it’s also a chance to 
make up for spending half a week 
with relatives—who openly challenge 
your sexuality and give you gift certifi- 
cates to Southgate Mall—with a night 
of unmitigated release with friends 
and those-yet-to-be-friends. 

It's a situation that local musi- 
cian/producer John Armstrong can 
relate to: he is, by self admission, a 
little more New Year's Eve than 
Christmas, for any number of reasons. 

“Even when I was a teenager, | 
think New Year's was always the 
highlight of the season for me, the 
chance to drink and be. with your 
friends and carry on into the night 
and so on,” he explains. “Then, 
spending my 20s and 30s as a musi- 
cian—well, you know, New Year's just 
becomes your meal ticket, the one 
night when you're guaranteed to 
make money, because everyone 
wants to come out and do some- 
thing.” 

Thus comes, for Armstrong, the 
Vaudevilliah New Year’s Eve: bore 
out of the fact he and his friends— 


Kas | SUN DECST, (PM 
A VAUDEVILLIAN 


c= | NEW YEAR'S EVE 

| BIL BOURKE TPP AGOGO 
MLE ZERO OANCE LEO FX LAURELL 
OXY THEATRE (0708-14 STREET), $0 


Juno-winner Bill Bourne, Tippy 
Agogo, transplanted’ Red Deer 
songstress Laurelle—found them- 
selves without a gig for New Year's. 
But expanded into a full-blown spec- 
tacle of a party, it’s Armstrong's way 
of revelling in the holiday—as eclecti- 
cally as possible. 

“Even my dog gets involved,” says 
Armstrong, miming the pup’s paws- 
up dancing style. “She's a bichon frise, 
and they survived the guillotine by 
being circus dogs. But, you know, 
more to the point, it’s a variety show, 
we all play sets, and sit in with each 
other, and Mile Zero dances, we have 
projections—everything. It’s a little 
chaotic, but we sort of need every- 
thing we do to be that way, I think.” 

~ Of course, Armstrong also wants to 
point out that, even if it’s in the Roxy 
Theatre, it doesn’t mean it’s just a 
performance—what would New Year's 
be, after all, without a little dancing 
and a raucous, tuneless sing-a-long 
when the year turns? 

“Well, one nice thing about doing it 
at the Roxy is that you have a captive 
audience—they’re sitting in plush 


seats staring at you, and that kind of 
attention is rare even at the best New 
Year's gig,” says Armstrong with a 


nod, “But if they think they're coming 
just to watch, they're mistaken. 
There’s a lot of space on the stage, 


and people are dancing on it any- 
way—they can get up and dance in 
the aisles, too.” Ww 


Murakami epitomizes cool with Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef @vueweekly.com 
ew adjectives are as weary and 
F bruised from casual misuse as 
“cool,” but let’s reclaim it for 
just a moment here. Let's use it how it 
should be used, get to the root 
By perfecting the art of seductive 
restraint as musician/composer/ 
arranger, Miles Davis was cool. (He 
gave birth to it, after all—and even 
cool” a noun.) In a similar, yet 
ct manner, Haruki Murakami is 
ol 
ii has a rare knack, born in 
space where his sense of 


se, using 
ing careful 


H Ss invit- 
o earth, and he fre- 
1€ ordinariness 
ym take 

things like spaghetti, 
ee and swimming 

But a glance at the events rén-F 
dered in Blind Willow, Sleeping 


ie about it 


BY HARUK MURAKAMI 
BLIND WILLOW, 


SLEEPING WOMAN 
IMOPE $2085 


SHORTS 


Woman, Murakami's latest story col- 
lection, reads like one tumble after 
another down a rabbit hole greased 
with raw dream matter. There’s the 
guy who likes going to the zoo dur- 
ing typhoons to watch the animals 
flip, the otherwise normal woman 
who simply can’t remember her 
name, the caké-making company 
who tests out new products on a 
murder of crows. Oh, and the talking 
monkey. Murakami describes every- 
thing in the same cool tone: he might 
as Well be writing about making 
lunch. He doesn’t ignore the implau- 
sibility of certain items in his stories, 
but doesn't make a big deal about 
them either 


IF YOU'VE READ Murakami, none of 


this is news. With one or two excep- 


tions, his novels, from A Wild Sheep. 


Chase, his English translation debut, 
to his recent Kafka on the Shore, slide 
into the fantastic as a means of 


uncovering hidden truths in everyday 
experience. 
One of the pleasures of Blind Wil- 


low is that its stories span Murakami’s 
entire career, allowing readers 
already familiar with the body of work 
to trace the author's progress in these 
24 miniatures, while allowing new- 
comers to sample his work in diverse 
variations. 

The stories range from the merely 
inventive and diverting to the haunt- 
ingly resonant to the chillingly sinister 
(‘Mirror” is one of the most perfectly 
told little ghost stories you'll find, one 
that’s essentially about the repression 
of self-loathing), smartly arranged to 
be read enjoyably in sequence. 

And even the titles are cool, sly, 
playful little numbers like “New York 
Mining Disaster,” (sounds like early 
Dylan) “Nausea 1979” or, my personal 
favourite, “A Kidney-Shaped Stone 
That Moves Everyday.” 

Now, in characterizing Murakami 
as cool, I risk misleading you into 
thinking his fiction emotionally cold. 
This couldn’t be less true. As Miles 
Davis proves, coolness doesn’t 
exclude feeling but rather accentuates 
it through the use of mood rather than 


histrionics. “Tony Takitani’ makes a 
good example, a story of a jazz trom- 
bonist whose son inherits a very par- 
ticular strain of loneliness. Or “The Ice 
Man,” in which what begins as surreal 
fantasy gradually sharpens into an 
almost-parable of marriage consumed 
by the desperate realization of what 
fundamentally separates lovers who 
come from different worlds. 

Different worlds and their uneasy 
co-existence are as good descriptors 
of Blind Willow's dominant theme as 
any. When not functioning as a dry 
run for a novel, these stories allow 
Murakami to explore ideas that prob- 
ably wouldn’t benefit from the dic- 
tates of a more structured narrative, 
yet when fully realized as a short 
story are able to vibrate within the 
crosscurrents of enigma and lucidity, 
offering glimpses of moments and 
places so vivid the image lingers, bur- 
rowing in some pocket of your con- 
sciousness, available as a reference 
for some future date when the 
strangeness of our lives suddenly 
slides into focus. w 
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Sheilagh is someone you won't soon forget—Johnston couldn't 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


en Newfoundland-born 
Wayne Johnston set out to 
write his breakout novel, 


The Colony of Unrequited Dreams, he 
knew that his fictional story of the 
teal-life Joe Smallwood, a controver- 
sial figure in Newfoundland’s political 
history, would ruffle some feathers on 
the island. 

Smallwood ushered Newfoundland 
into Canadian confederation in 1949 
and became the province's first pre- 
mier. Because islanders were deeply 
divided on the issue—and, to some 
extent, still are—Smallwood is both 
revered and reviled. 

What Johnston didn’t know was 
that it would be another fictional 
character in Colony that would sit 
with him, that would visit him in his 
dreams until he penned her story. 

Sheilagh Fielding was such a strong 
figure, however, that in hindsight it 
seems almost inevitable that her story 
would be able to fill the pages of his 
latest book, The Custodian of Par- 
adise. 

The venerable Canadian author 
was born and raised in Newfoundland 
and began his writing career as a 
journalist almost 30 years ago for the 
St John’s Daily News at the tender age 
of 19. 

“I went into it thinking that, like a 
lot of other writers, this is the way to 
get started,” Johnston explains. “Write 
during the day for a paper, make 
enough money to live, and then at 
night you write what you really want 
to write. 

“The only problem with that is at 
that newspaper, we would do—there 
were probably six reporters—and we 
would do 10 to 12 stories a day,” he 
continues. “And so by the time we got 
home, we would just be totally out of 
it. | would, anyway. I mean, I would 
get home at night and get a bite to eat 
and usually pass out on the sofa. 
Either that or we would gather togeth- 
er to bemoan our common fate.” 

He worked there for a couple of 
years before accepting a spot at 
Carleton University. Rather than tak- 
ing on the masters in journalism, 
however, Johnston realized that for 
the first time he had no real obliga- 
tions and that he could finally try his 
hand at the kind of writing he really 
wanted to do. 

What he learned in the newsroom, 
though, has informed his writing. 
Having to write so many stories lent 
itself to a good sense of productivity, 
but it was more than that. Reporter 
characters have found their way into 
several of his books—especially 
reporters who cover the courtroom 
beat, as he did for nearly a year. 

“you learn a lot by covering court. 
It’s a bit of a rough beat. You see peo- 
ple in pretty unhappy circumstances, 
whether they are accused of a crime 
or related to someone who was killed 
or whatever,” Johnston says. “But you 
learn how society works—you see the 
whole of society just spread out in 
front of you: poor, middle class, rich. 
You see how each gets treated differ- 
ently, see how the judges work, how 
they interact with the lawyers, how 
they interact with the media. It’s all 


BY WAYNE JOHNSTON 
THE CUSTODIAN 


OF PARADISE 
Wn, $34.95 
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there. I definitely learned a lot about 
how the world works from court.” 


ONE COULD ARGUE that johnston has 


learned a lot about how the world 
works from over 20 years‘in the busi- 
ness of novel-writing, too. Custodian 
of Paradise marks something of a 
departure for him, however, as it is 
the first time that he’s written almost 
exclusively from a woman's point of 
view. 

“In Colony there are a few letters 
from Sheilagh’s point of view, but to 
actually tell the story, this is the first 
time,” Johnston explains. “It's inter- 
esting—it’s kind of like a house that 


. you've been living in all of your life, 


but you’ve always come in one 
door, and everything appears a cer- 
tain way. Now you're going into the 
same house, but you're using a dif- 
ferent door, so everything looks 
slightly ajar. 

“Especially in the time period that 
she’s spending her childhood and 
young womanhood in—the 1920s— 
not the place to be of the sort of 
woman that she is: individualistic, try- 
ing to make a living on her own and 
all of those kinds of things,” he con- 
tinues. “So Colony helped me get her 
point of view. While I was writing 
about Smallwood, every now and 
then, I would jump over to Fielding. 

“I think that I was perfecting her, 
perfecting her voice in that book. So 
when it came to write this, even 
though it was years later, I think that I 
was ready to do it.” 

(It would seem that Johnston is in a 
constant state of perfecting. When we 
meet, he shows me his own copy of 
Custodian, its pages filled with notes 
in the margin.) 

His readiness to commit Fielding’s 
story to print is evident on every page. 
Right from the start, there is a sense 
that he is well aware of everything 
about her, that despite the fact that 
she is heading out to the deserted 
island of Loreburm with a chest full of 
liquor, there is much more going on 
here than some sort of Leaving Las 
Vegas suicide mission. 

Fielding’s story is not a a happy 
one. Things turn sour for her pretty 
early on as her mother leaves her 


~ father and Newfoundland. Her sense 


of abandonment is compounded by 
the fact her physician father is always 
out on a call and that he can’t seem to 
be around her without being remind- 
ed of his fleeing wife. 

As an adolescent, Fielding discov- 
ers that a brief sexual encounter has 
left her “with child,” but what tran- 
spires, what she is made to do, is sim- 
ply incomprehensible. She must travel 
to New York, give birth to twins and 
give them up to her own mother and 
never reveal the truth. 

And as the reader begins to under- 
stand and like this strong but not so 
likable character, they begin to 
understand, like Johnston, that Field- 
ing would not—could not—end her 


own life. She is much too bullheaded, 
and she is a survivor. And because 
Johnston has so much compassion 
for her, the reader can’t help but 
cheer for her, too. 

“Fielding is so much—if not in gen- 
der than in circumstances—like me,” 
Johnston explains. “Basically, in a lot 
of ways, this is sort of how I think | 
would have lived had I been a women 
when and where she lives. She writes 
at night, I write at night. 

“She's, in persona terms, a lot like 
me, too. She uses wit, irony to make a 
point satirically, that’s one thing. But 
also to survive, to hide certain things.” 

It’s a trait Johnston uses well. Not 
only does he use Fielding to make 
trenchant but humorous observations 
about how trivial and hurtful people 
in a small place can be, he also infus- 
€s Custodian with a sense mystery, 
always ensuring that there are 
enough unanswered questions to 


compel the reader through. Who is 
the Provider? Will she ever meet her 
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children? Will her father ev 
about his role in her unpopu y 

Fielding is wildly unpopular; how- 
ever, her newspaper columns are the 
talk of the town. And it is through her 
writing that Fielding manages to 
maintain some kind of equilibrium— 
something she surely n S to bal- 
ance out her need for alcoho! 

“She can’t get enough! There’s no 
question about that,” Johnston laughs 
“She is not so far gone in th 
the other book that she'll i 
But she frequently drinks. And the 
one thing really that ] 
she's one of these writers wt 
drinks while she’s writing 

And this is a good thin 
is through the two sides o 
writing—her acerbic colum: 
her meditative journa 
truly discover this w 
why she haunted Johnsto 
ing about her. vw 
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Well-kept history reaps A Joyful Harvest 


AGMIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka@vueweekly.com 
dmonton is not a large city, and 
after living here for a while, 
most of us know it like the 

back of our hand. It’s hard to imagine 
that a large, impressive, public build- 
ing would grow right under our noses 
and that we wouldn’t notice. But 
that’s exactly what happened to me. 

Last week, in my search for inter- 
esting shows I found an ad in Vue list- 
ings advertising A Joyful Harvest : A 
Centennial Exhibit Celebrating the 
Jewish Contribution to Southern 
Alberta. The show sounded fascinat- 
ing enough, but what piqued my 
interest just as much was that this 
exhibit was held in the Provincial 
Archives of Alberta. 

“That's odd,” [ thought. “The Provin- 
cial Archives are in the Royal Alberta 
Museum and much too small to hold a 
big show of photography.” After 
checking the address, I realized that 
the archives had recently moved to a 
new location. I quickly drove to see it, 
worrying all the while that I would 
miss some inconspicuous building 
nestled amidst industrial parks 

Were it not for the large sign, | may 
well have missed it. The low, horizon- 
tal building is located back from the 
main road and seems unremarkable 
until you drive right into the lot. Then 
our new archive appears in its full 
glory—a lovely, architecturally inter- 
esting place, where the public can sip 
coffee in the atrium and view over 


Don’t miss it! 
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= | A JOYFUL HARVEST: 
foe | ACENTENNIAL EXHIBIT CELEBRATING THE 


JEWISH CONTRIBUTION 10 SOUTHERN ALBERTA 
PRESENTED BY THE JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 

(8555 ROPER ROAD) 


two and a half million photographs in 
a magnificent, sunlit circular room. 

You don’t even have to be stressed 
out about damaging fragile historic 
photos, either. All the originals are 
stored in 20 cavernous vaults; the 
ones on display are just copies—only 
you would never know the difference. 
As | leafed through these fascinating 
snapshots of Alberta—replete with 
cowboys, teepees and ladies in long 
gowns—I thought that | could easily 
forget my afternoon meetings and 
stay there for the rest of the day. See- 
ing my enthusiasm, the archivist 
explained that | could take these pic- 
tures home for a fee. The archive, 
even has it's own photo lab and 
makes copies for the public! 


BUT BEYOND THIS magnificent story- 
book reading room, there is another 
impressive public facility, the one I 
went to see in the first place—a 
gallery for historical exhibitions. In 
this space a photographic tribute to 
the 100 people, places and organiza- 
tions that have defined Jewish life in 
Southern Alberta since the arrival of 


e007 


fe 


the area’s first permanent Jewish set- 
tlers in 1889 was on display. 

This show was disappointing at 
first glance, since it didn’t include 
original photos. There is something 
irreplaceable about genuine old pho- 
tos: the cracks, the smudges, and the 


sense of being treasured by families 
for generations. Instead, the display 
consisted of panels (posters) thickly 
interspersed with text. But forgetting 
my disappointment, I soon immersed 
myself in the moving history of a peo- 
ple who understand the suffering 
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brought on by perceived differences. 

“ It would have been good to learn 
that the early settlers found a new 
and different world. After all, many 
came here to flee pogroms in Russia 
Romania and Poland. (Pogroms were 
mass beatings, rape, killings and theft 
that devastated Jewish communities 
in the 19th century.) Unfortunately, 
the welcome in Alberta was less than 
open-armed. An editorial in the Cal- 
gary Tribune in 1892 claimed that Jews 
are a people apart: “The government 
should then be careful not to encour- 
age immigration of a class which is 
not likely to add to the prosperity or 
progress of the country and which 
introduces at the same time an ele- 
ment both foreign and antagonistic to 
our people.” 

Against this backdrop of continued 
hostility—including some openly anti- 
Semitic members of William Aber- 
hart’s caucus in the 1930’s—the 
pioneers continued to trickle in, form- 
ing small farming and business com- 
munities throughout Southern 
Alberta. 

It is a story movingly expressed in 
these photographs. For instance, the 
oddly Western-style synagogue built 
in 1917 near Sibbald stands against a 
wide prairie sky. More than words, 
this tiny, roughshod edifice speaks of 
the loneliness and endurance of the 
tiny groups of Jewish settlers. A chart 
of their numbers adds to the sense of 
isolation; in 1908 there were 20 fami- 
lies near Trochu and Rumsey, and in 
1931 seven in Holden, four in Millet 
and.so on. 

But as the title of this show, based 
on Psalm 126, suggests, “Those who 
sow in tears shall reap in joy.” From 
the early photographs of impoverished 
farm kids to the frightened eyes of a 
war orphan, the photographs gradual- 
ly begin to tell a different story. The 
progression is so clearly visible in the 
faces in this show—the hopes of a bet- 
ter future were fulfilled. w 


COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-106 St 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all 
Gallery: ALL ABOUT ALBERTA: Jan, 
ening reception: Sat, Jan. 13 (2-4pm) « 


6223) * Open Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pm; Thu 
Sat-Sun 1am-5Spm © FREE FOR ALL-As 
down to the last days in the current gallery 
‘Want to go out with a festive bang, Free 
elebration of Edmonton artistic creativity 
Mr everyone to show-off at the AGA. We 
ional artists, amateur artists, emerging 
aitists, has artists, nascent artists, Sunday 
aitists, their mothers and everyone to exhibit at one of 
Canada’s most important venues for contemporary art: 
until Dec. 31 © CONTEMPORARY INUIT ART: 
film/video/drawing; SUMA TO HAVE AN IDEA: pres- 
‘ents @ survey exhibition of contemporary Inuit film and 
video by Igloaolik suma Productions, Canada’s first 
Inutt independent film production company; ASHOONA 
THIRD WAVE: features new work by Shuvinai Ashoona, 
Sjassie Kenneally and Annie Pootoogook; Ashoona 
Third Wave represents a tradition of art-making that 
spans three generations; until Feb. 19, 2007 ¢ FAR 
AND WIDE; Alberta landscapes by David Alexander 
and John Hartman; until Feb. 19, 2007 * THREE 
TRAVELLERS: Artworks by Edmonton artists, Scott 
Berry, Louis O'Coffey and Leo Wong; until Feb. 19, 
1007 * ART BAR: Open Dec. 28 (4-8pm) © Children's 
Gallery: ALPHABET SOUP. incorporating illustrations 
by Lorna Bennet; through 2006 


ARTISTS OPEN STUDIO 7711-85 St (986-0789) « 
Open: Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm * Paintings 
by the Alberta Oil Painters group * Until Dec. 31 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439- 
9532) « Open every Thu (5-8pm) ¢ TANGLED 
AEFLECTIONS: Paintings and drawings by artists of the 
Coloured Web School of Art * New artworks by 
ArtsHab Residents * Until Dec, 28 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA (CAVA) 
9103-95 Ave (461-3427) * Closed until Jan. 8 © 
Artworks by members; Jan. 8-Feb. 7 


ELECTRUM STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 

tony Plain Rd (482-1402). Open: Tue by appoint- 
ment; Wed-Fri 11am-5:30pm, Sat 11am-4pm, closed 
‘ong weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by 
Various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) ¢ THOSE 
AMONG US; Paintings by Izabella Orzelski and Bogdan 
Koral-Konikowski * Until Jan. 10 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) « 

ORIGINAL Digital FINE ART: Digital images by Ansgard 
jomson; until Dec. 30 ¢ Artworks by Cynthia 

‘Gardiner; through January 


AY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
ARY Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) 
Open Mon-Fri Sam-9pm; Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 1-5pm « 
ANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK ILLUSTRATIONS: The 
ANSCAIP Collection; until Dec. 30 ¢ START FROM 
THE BEGINNING; Oil on canvas landscape paintings by 
orraine Shulba; Jan. 3-31 


SREY NUNS HOSPITAL Out Patient Room, 3015-62 

St © Mon: am-4pm) ® Artworks by students 
fom the Artistic Statement School of Fine Art ® Until 
eb. 28 


COURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open 
lon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ ACTS OF VIOLENCE: 
DRAWING IN A STATE OF EXCEPTION: Artworks by 
aire McLamey; Jan. 11-Feb. 10° Front Room: RAW 
‘ND UNLIKELY PLACES: Artworks by Tegan Forbes; 
Jan. 11-Feb. 10 * Opening reception for both shows: 
Thu, Jan. 11 {?-10pm; both artists in attendance 


irks by. previ- 


eaturing a vari 
4 © MARTEL MAGIC: Colourful, 
r jaintings by Paul Martel; 
: Wed, Jan. 10 (6:30- 


8:30pm); special opening: Wed, Jan. 17 (6:20-9pm) « 
GALLERY ART WALK: Jan, 9-Feb. 1 


JOHNSON bere bagel 11817-80 St (479- 
£424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by Qallery artists as 
well as invited artists * Through December (SOUTH) 
7711-85 St (465-6171) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 
10am-5pm * CHRISTMAS AAT FAIA: Anworks by Jim 
Painter, Jim Brager, Wendy Risdale, prints by Toti, 
Ceramic art by Heather Goldmino, potter by Noburo 
Kubo * Through December 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St (423-5353) « 
Main Space: Artworks by SB Edwards © Projex: 
Artworks by Natalie Danchuk * Jan. 5-Feb. 3 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Open 
Sat 10am-5pm * Artworks by members of the Art 
Society of Strathcona County * Through December 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm 
* ALBERTAAWITHIN LIMITS: Photographs and ceramic 
works by the Monochrome Guild and Sask Terra Group 
© Until Jan. 14 2007 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SECOND 
BIENNIAL EXHIBITION: Works by Parkland Potter's 
Guild © Until Jan. 14 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert Place, 5 St. 
Anne Street, St. Albert (459-1528) ¢ WITHIN GROWL- 
ING DISTANCE: Lear about the data collection to 
analysis of grizzly bear research * Until Jan. 14, 2007 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8;30pm, Thu 6-8pm * B/G 
ENOUGH DREAMS-A PHOTO EXHIBITION: Filmmaker 
Yvonne DuBourdieu presents a series of black and 
white photographs from the newly released book and 
documentary Big Enough Dreams Jan. 8-Feb. 2 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (VANDERLEELIE 
GALLERY) 10183-112 St (452-0286) © Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5:30pm Thu 10am-8pm * Abstracts on mylar by 
Frances Thomas and fantastic landscapes by Robert 
Wiseman; until Jan. 14 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) # Open: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm). 
Thu (10am-8pm) * PRESENCE: Artworks by members 
of various St. Albert arts groups; until Dec. 30 * Drop- 
in: Art for the Artist at Heart: Jan, 4 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper 
Rd * A JOYFUL HARVEST: A photo exhibit from the 
Jewish Historical Society of Southern Alberta salutes 
the people, places and organizations that have defined 
Jewish life in southern Alberta since 1889 © Until 
Jan. 25 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453- 
9100) ¢ BOB THE BUILDER-PROJECT: BUILD IT: 
Leaming through constructive play; until Jan. 28, 2007 
* LEGO OCEAN ADVENTURE: Create your own sea 
creatures and learn about the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration research with the logger- 
head turtle; Until Jan, 28, 2007 * IMAGES IN 
PLATINUM OF WESTERN CANADA'S NATIONAL AND 
PROVINCIAL PARKS: Photographs of Western Canadian 
parks, from the Rocky Mountains and beyond by Allan 
King; until Jan, 14 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) Open Tue- 
Sat 12-5pm © Large-scale prints, repetitive black and 
white haunting representations of a face by Polish 
artist Wieslaw Haladaj © Jan. 11-Feb. 24 © Opening 
reception: Thu, Jan. 11 (7-Spm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460- 
5993) © Open: Thu 12-8pm; Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am- 
5pm * SMALL WORKS: Artworks by studio artists © 

Until Dec. 31 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 
Ave behind Sapphires (438-7978) © Sculptures by 
Ritchie Velthuis, mixed media artworks by Stuart 
Ballah, paintings by Cuita and figurative works by 
Glenys Switzer ¢ Through December 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * 
PATTERNS: Artworks by Ansgard Thomson and Doreen 
Mason Jan. 11-Feb. 17 # Opening reception: Thu, 
Jan. 11 (7-9:30pm) 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off ¢ Third Wed each 
month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Road * Poet's 
Ink: Writing evenings every Sunday (7-9pm) except 
long weekends, holidays and summer months * 
Returning Jan. 7 

CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) « 
TALES. monthly Storytelling Circle; Tell stories or 
come to listen * Second Fri of each month (8-10pm) & 
$3 (first time free) * Jan. 12 (8-10pm) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St The Olive Reading 


Series * 2nd Tue each month * Featuring local poet, 
Lisa Martin-DeMoor, Tue, Jan. 9 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 
poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by the 
Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra # Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) 
* Story Café: TALES © First Thu of ea month, 
through to June (7-9pm) * $5 © TALES New 
Beginnings=A Storytelling Café; Featuring storytellers 
Martie Anne McLean, David Haas, and Dawn Blue, 
they present a set of dynamics and engaging stories 
of Fresh Starts; followed by Open mic for 5-minute 
stories (told, not read) * Thu, Jan. 4 (7-Spm) 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909-86 Ave © Stroll of 
Poets Poets’ Haven: Reading series is an Opportunity 
for poetry enthusiasts to enjoy poetry in an intimate 
café setting every Mon night: through to Mar. (7-9pm) 
* $5 (door, incl. coffee, tea and poetry) Featuring 
Jocelyne Verret, Pierette Requier, Diane Buchanan, 
and Trisia Eddy; Jan. 8 * Featuring Anna 
Mioduchowska, Don Lawson, Leslie Dawson, and 
Seaneen O'Rourke; Jan. 15 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm. Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Bob Beddow; Dec. 28-30 © John Beuhler; 
Jan. 4-6 * David Cornel; Jan. 11-13 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) * Open; nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:20pm, Sun 8pm * Rob Pue 
from the TV show Punk, Also Lars Callieou and 
Sean Thompson; until Dee. 30 * Ring in the New Year 
with Rob Pue and Rick Bronson and 3 great New 
Year's packages to choose from, space is limited; until 
Dec. 30 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM (451-8000) * just For 
Laughs presents Ron White's You Can't Fix Stupid: for 
mature audiences * Fri, Jan. 5 (7:30pm) * $52.50 at 
TicketMaster 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10239-104 St  Kokanee Comedy 


- Battle hosted by Kathleen McGee featuring local and 


touring comics every Thu (9:30pm); $3 (door) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) ® Open: Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm © Wed Get Your Yuk's, professional comedy 
night: $5 ¢ Sun: Industry Night: $10 * Kenny 
Valgardson, Paul Sveen, and Winston Herbert; Dec 
28-30 * Peter Kelamis New Years Eve; New Year's 
with some laughs—dinner and show packages avail- 
able; Dec. 31 


THEATRE 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448- 
0695) * A hilarious, live, improvised soap opera © 
Every Mon to the end of May © $10 (door) 


THE GEARY STEINFELD SHOW Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484-2424) * Until 
Jan. 21 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ONI Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre (1-800-771-9804) © By Will Marks and Joe 
Harris featuring the music of the 50s and early ‘60s « 
Until Feb. 18, 2007 © $54-$89 


THE SOUND OF MUSIC Festival Place, 100 Festival 
Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/451-8000) * Join 
Maria and the spirited Von Trapps for classic tunes in 
this classic musical Until Jan. 6 (not incl. holidays 
2pm, 7:30pm) * $27 (adult), $18 (child, 12 and under} 
at Festival Place box office, TicketMaster 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING 
FESTIVAL (492-7708) © 24 hour playwrighting com- 
petition, workshops, readings and presentations pre- 
sented by the University of Alberta Bookstores * The 
festival kicks off with evening Playwright Workshops 
by Vic Albert, Randy Pearlstein and Marty Chan, 18 
playwrights will then write for 24 hours which will be 
followed by six judges for 12 hours. Three winners in 
the Delusional (beginner) and Fully Committed 
(advanced) categories will be determined. First prize 
winners will have their plays workshopped with pro- 
fessional actors through the week. Workshops and 
presentations with Junior and Senior High School 
playwriting winners. David Belke and Stewart 
Lemoine will be teaching playwriting to elementary 
students in Edmonton. There will be public presenta- 
tions of the winning plays in all categories, a “Mini 
Madness’ Family Cabaret highlighting our elementary 
writers, and the ‘Best 5 Minutes’ Cabaret incorporat- 
ing the best five minutes of the eighteen plays written 
in the 24 hour competition * Jan. 12-21 


WINGRELD’S INFEANO Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 
9828-101A Avenue, 425-1820 * By Dan Needles, star- 
ring Rod Beattie as Walt Wingfield, the accident-prone 
stockbroker who tumed his back on Bay Street to take 
up farming, is back. In this sixth instalment of the 
series, a devastating fire has left the Orange Hall in 
tuins. Walt leads the charge to get it rebuilt, but light- 
ing a fire under his fellow committee members proves 
to be a daunting task * Jan. 6-28 * Tickets available 
at the Citadel Theatre box office 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 98. 2006 
1. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
2. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
3. Bob Dylan— Modem Times (columbia) 
4. Joanna Newsom - Ys (drag city) 
5. The Be Good Tanyas - Hello Love (nettwerk) 
6. Yusuf - Another Cup (atlantic) 
7. AA Soundsystem - Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
8. Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
9. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope} 
12. Beck - The Information (interscope) 
13.Mastadon — Blood Mountain (relapse) 
14.Chad VanGaalen — Slelliconnection (flemish eye) 
15.Greg Keelor - Aphrodite Rose (wamer) 
16. Jim Cuddy - The Light That Guides You Home (wamer) 
17. The Cape May - Glass Mountain Roads (flemisheye) 
18. Isis - The Absence Of Truth (ipecac) 
19. Various — Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
20. Ratatat - Classics (xi) 
21.Red Ram — Stars Ablaze (red ram) 
22. Blackie And The Rodeo Kings — Lets Frolic (true north) 
23. Fractal Patter - Absent From But Entirely Within The Landscape (fp records) 
24, Madeleine Peyroux — Half The Pefect World (rounder) 
25.And One- Bodypop (metropolis) 
26. James Hunter— People Gonna Talk (rounder) 
27.The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 
28.Damien Rice-9 (wamer) 
29, Shout Out Out Out Out — Not Saying Just Saying (six shooter} 
30. Wendy McNeill - The Wonder Show (determine) 


JJ CALE § pl Sur 


ERIC CLAPTON 
THE ROAD TO ESCONDIDO 


Sometimes the right 
collaboration comes along 
and gets the world’s undies 
in a bunch. This years power duo 
is JJ Cale & Eric Clapton. These two 
inspiring artists have come together to roll 
us down a hill and into 2007. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Good Shepherd loses some of its flock for wandering too long 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

t's been 13 years since Robert De 
I Niro directed his first 

and only other movie, A 
Bronx Tale. Albeit, he was 
the director's uncredited 
understudy for The Score lg 
when Frank Oz and Marlon Brando 
were having a tiff, but The Good 
Shepherd is his second child, and like 
many second children, this one isn’t 
nearly as loved as the first. 

The film explores the genesis of 
Central Intelligence Agency, and like 
the Book of Genesis, there’s a lot dull 
“this begot that.” By attempting to 
explore something so grand in the 
footsteps of just one man, the movie 
poisons itself from the beginning. 

Edward Wilson (Matt Damon) had 
always been addicted to secrecy: he 
witnessed his father’s suicide, swiped 
the note and proclaimed it an acci- 
dent; he was a member of Yale’s 
Skull & Bones society. Forever sport- 
ing a poker face, it was only natural 
that he would be recruited by the 
newbom CIA 

On his wedding day, he is sent to 
London at the height of the Second 
World War by the OSS (the US WWII 
spy agency and precursor to the CIA) 
He does not return to his wife 
(Angelina Jolie) for six years, and by 
then, he is more stoic and hardened 
than ever. 


<x | HOW PLANS 
= | THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
Se | RECTED Y ROBERT DE WIRD 
| WRITTEN BY En ROTH 
STARRING MATT AMON, ANGELINA JOLIE 
ALEC BALOWIN, BILLY CRUDUP 


The movie ostensibly takes place in 
1961, during the Bay of Pigs fiasco, 
with flashbacks to. WWIl-and-earlier- 
Cold War days; at times it flashes back 
within those flashbacks. Honestly, 
there is so little of 1961—where the A- 
plot actually lurks—that the supposed 
story appears as a Series of flash-for- 
wards 


WILSON TEDIOUSLY LEARNS that he 
cannot trust people nor his nation. 
After each lesson learned, he makes 
no adjustments and becomes increas- 
ingty susceptible to betrayal. The 
overwrought theme of betrayal is 
sewn into the audience's eyelids so to 
stay with them when blinking. 

There are many characters that 
betray, taunt or guide Wilson, and 
everyone of them is both stellar and 
wasted: De Niro (of course), William 
Hurt, Alec Baldwin, John Turturro, Billy 
Crudup and Joe Pesci in his first per- 
formance since 1998. (I guess when 
De Niro asks for a favour, you don’t 
say no.) But by no means does this 
make Shepherd an ensemble piece 


Each actor performs their catalyst 
duties, disappears, then, out of the 
blue, reappears to check up on Wilson. 

Whenever you rent a movie whose 
only cover art quote is “Visually stun- 
ning,” be wary. This is one of those 
movies where everything looks spec- 
tacular: the production design and 
homogeneous costumes are perfectly 


nostalgic; the photography top-notch; 
the acting, insurmountable. But the 
script and editing is undisciplined. 
There's so much it wants to accom- 
plish without compassion for it’s 
audience. 

Shepherd is too ambitious, too slow 
and way too Jong. At 2 hours and 40 
minutes, it’s too much to swallow in 


The celluloid is always clearer on the other side 
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Ope of my big regrets about my decision 
to move from Edmonton to Key West is 
the drastic transformation my change in 
sed in my moviegoing 
was in Edmonton, working 
going to movies was 
n occupation. And 
vely low pay and 
/ frustrating struggles 
rs, it was a 
, Spending 
ach day absorbing the culture— 
2ally—and deriving 

what | was 
2 pace was hectic, 
meone rushing to 
th right after their 


locale ha 
habits. Wher 
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m job. | spoiled my 


j finished 
w, however, | have a more than full- 
ting a slick monthly magazine, 
Wiegoing has become a much more 
activity for me, a treat | squeeze in 
viltily between my prime responsibili- 
ties. | no longer feel as though I'm on top 
of the cinema world; a lot of important 


smaller films never play Key West (for 
that matter, neither do a lot of big-budget 
mainstream releases—The Fountain, for 
instance), and the ones that do arrive 
here play for such a brief stretch of 
time—a week at most—that it’s easy to 
miss them. There's not even a decent 
video store near where | live. Movies are 
increasingly becoming literally a stolen 
pleasure for me: of the 13 movies on my 
2006 Top 10 List (there were a few ties), | 
had to download eight of them through 
Bittorrent just to be able to see them. 

For what it's worth, my Top 10 list for 
the year is as follows: 


1 CSA: The Confederate States of Ameri- 
ca/When the Levees Broke/Inside Marr. a 
fake documentery, a real documentary 
and a Hollywood genre crowd-pleaser, all 
either directed or “presented” by Spike 
Lee, who re-emerged this year as the 
most confident and socially engaged film- 
maker in America 


2 A Prairie Home Companion: Robert Alt- 
man’s farewell film, a graceful, tart-sweet 
tribute, directed with deceptive effort- 
lessness, to Altman’s favourite type of 
people: performers 
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3 Half Nelson: Ryan Gosling delivers one 
of the most exciting and original male 
performances since Marlon Brando in On 
the Waterfront 


4 Neil Young: Heart of Gold/Dave Chap- 
pelle’s Block Party. Two galvanizing, joy- 
ous concert films, as much in love with 
their audiences as with the performers 
onstage 


5 The Three Burials of Melquiades Estra- 
da: Tommy Lee Jones's fascinatingly 
unpredictable post-Peckinpah Western, 
with a tone-shifting script by Guillermo 
Arriaga that finds room for the humour he 
left out of Babel and 21 Grams 


6 The Pervert’s Guide ta Cinema: Virtuoso 
readings of Hitchcock, Lynch, Wachowski 
and Tarkovsky courtesy of shaggy Slavic- 
accented cinephile Slavoj Zizek 


7 The Queen: Overrated performance by 
Helen Mirren, but hugely underrated 
script by Peter Morgan 


8 The Prestige: The final twist is absurd 
yet strangely convincing, the plot is 


labyrinthine yet always lucid, the per- 
formances deliberately opaque yet ulti- 
mately moving ... this crackerjack 
entertainment by Christopher Nolan was 
a box-office disappointment but awaits 
discovery on DVD 


9 Bubble: Steven Soderbergh’s numbed- 
out neorealist experiment about romance 
and murder in a doll factory—it sure 
doesn't take much to throw the theatre 
chains into a tizzy, does it? 


10 Little Miss Sunshine: The tougher- 
minded members of the film-critic acade- 
my don’t have much respect for this one, 
but this exercise in sad-but-soulful indie 
screwball sure did make me laugh. 


No year in which | saw these 13 films 
could be called a disappointment, and yet 
| think 2006 will go down in my memory 
not a year of cinematic discoveries but 
one in which | could feel film after film 
slipping through my fingers. As | looked 
over Indiewire's 2006 Critics’ Poll (essen- 
tially the same survey that used to appear 
every year in the Village Voice and which 
tends to favour hardcore arthouse pics 
like The Death of Mr Lazarescu over 
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one sitting. Perhaps if it were a minis- 
eries, it would be tolerable. 

That said, I have the utmost respect 
for a spy film whose only fiery explo- 
sion is from a cigarette lighter. It will 
appeal to conspiracy-Googlers, but be 
sure to drink a lot of coffee and attach 
your catheter because it’s a long wait © 
for the closing credits. w 


mainstream successes like The Queen), | 
felt like a 12-year-old at a grownups’ din- 
ner party, trying without much success to 
follow a conversation pitched high above 
my level of experience. 

It almost seems like a truer reflection 
of my moviegoing year would be to create 
an alternative Top 10 List, consisting not 
of my favourite films of the year but the 
films that | hadn't been able to see, but 
which | had formulated such a clear 
notion of inside my head that | could 
imagine myself loving them all the same. 

David Lynch's /nland Empire would defi- 
nitely be on that list. And Army of Shadows 
and Old Joy and Duck Season and Children 
of Men. Maybe a few “difficult” movies 
would be on there, too: Battle in Heaven, 
LEnfant and frag in Fragments. \t would be 
nice to include a few obscurities, like 7he 
Auraand The Puffy Chair and Days of Glory 
and 5/ Birch Street, and maybe a contrati- 
an choice like Mike Judge's /diocracy as 
well to round things out. 

In a way, these, not the movies | actu- 
ally saw, are the movies that define 2006 
to me. The movies on the high shelf, 
behind the locked door, in the faraway 
town. | hope | can steal the time to watch 
them in 2007. w 


Moving from stage to film, Boys don’t quite make History 


NIKODYM /caalyn@@vuewoekiycom 

le theatre and film may 
foseem similar © 

WV enough in form, 
ree a successful play 
and parlaying its appeal 
onto screen is CGhaAtigat THSIS OK 

its difficulties. There are simply things 
that one can do that the other cannot, 

The decision to move The History 

from stage to screen was not ill 
conceived. With its host of strong 
characters, Alan Bennett's play cer- 
tainly has enough depth to weather 
the transfer well, to unfold a billowy 
story on par with Dead Poet's Society. 

While its ensemble nature makes for 
too many subtales to outline here, on 
the surface the film tells the story of 
eight bright sixth-formers (what we'd 
call high-school seniors) who take on 
an extra term to study for Oxford and 
Cambridge entrance exams. But at the 
core, there is something more like War 
and Peace going on, 

The titular boys themselves get 
along very well, but the teachers set 
with the task of mentoring them tend 
to butt their cerebral heads over the 
nature of history; its subjectiveness 
and its folly are wildly discussed in a 
way that would make Leo Tolstoy 
proud. 

And acting as a counterbalance to 
the more esoteric aspects of Bennett's 
screenplay, there is also plenty of sex- 
ual tension to go around. 

While the presence of sexual ten- 
sion is not out of step with any story 


NOW PLAYING 


THE HISTORY BOYS 
DVRECTED BY NICHOLAS HYTWER 

WAITEN BY ALAN BENET 

STARRING RICHARD GIFTS, JAMES COROEN 
SAMUEL ANDERSON FRANCES DELA TOUR 


about adolescents, Bennett's script 
and director Nicholas Hytner’s treat- 
ment of it tends towards the flippant. 
Perhaps it’s a sign of the times History 
Boys is set in (1983), but when ram- 
bling general studies professor Hector 
(Richard Griffiths) is quite openly 
acknowledged as a groper nobody but 


-- the most two-dimensional character, 


the headmaster (Clive Merrison), 
seems to understand the gravity. 

The boys just banter about it, trad- 
ing off turns getting a ride home from 
their bumbling beloved quote-spout- 
ing instructor so that not one student 
is the sole recipient of Hector’s 
unwanted advances. The other teach- 
ers are rather blasé about it, acknowl- 
edging that they suspected this might 
be happening. 


| DON'T WANT to stick on this point 


too much, because the film has many 
redeeming qualities, challenging its 
audience to mull over its questions of 
lowliness, the merit of education and 
the importance of truth. 

But I do, however, think that this 
scenario, which ends up forcing 
Hector into early retirement, illus- 
trates the different strengths of stage 
and screen—especially in this case, 


+ 


where the playwright/screenwriter, 
director and actors are the same 
ones who brought History Boys to life 
on stage. 

Both stage and screen have the 
quality of immediacy, only they play 
that out in different ways. On stage, 
the actor is right there in front of you 
You can see the sweat on the brow or 
notice the small smile after tripping 


over a line. On screen, immediacy 
comes from the realism that the cam- 
era requires, from the fact that films 
always work better when we are 
shown and not told. 

It’s quite one thing to have the 
boys joke about Hector being a 
“nancy,” but it’s quite another to see 
him actually hone in for the grope—in 
public no less. 


Even though the actors know their 
characters inside out, this sense of 


.detachment from what is really going 


on runs through the film and is what 
stops it from really hitting home 

On the one hand, the film is a wel- 
come change from the usual Holly- 
wood fare. But on the other, The 
History Boys is never quite as com- 
pelling as it could be. w 


Have yourself a gruesome little 
Black Christmas 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

lack Christmas is the equally 
Berrcinenions 

remake of a 1974 
film by the same title. The 
original was directed by 
Bob Clark who, although THS SUCKS 
not Canadian-bred, has directed a 
couple of the most financially suc- 
cessful Canadian films (Porky’s and A 
Christmas Story). 

After a while, Canadian films 
abandoned box office hopes and 
resorted to a string of weird-sex- 
with-family-members-and-obligato- 
ry-flashbacks movies. Now, with a 
government mandate to increase 
the sales of Canadian movie tickets 
to 5 per cent of all those sold 
nationally, it is the perfect time to 
squeeze out a fresh piece a poop for, 
the sake of our GNP. 

Like the original, this one takes 
place in a creepy sorority house and 
former residence of Billy Lenz—the 
Christmas killer. But don’t fret just yet, 
Billy’s been institutionalized for 
decades and there’s no way he'll ever 
get ... wait, what's that? Some idiot 
orderly forgot to close the door 
behind him? All right, so he's out. 

And with his new found liberty he 
returns home to find beautiful young 
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NOW PLAYING 


BLACK CHRISTMAS 
DIRECTED BY GLEN MORGAN 

WRITEN BY MORGAN OY MOORE 
STARRING KATIE CASSIDY MICHELE 
TRACHTENBERG, MARY ELIZABETH WINSTEAD 


women all alone on Christmas Eve. 
For some reason he's pissed off, so he 
takes them out one-by-one. 


HORROR 


THERE IS A gag-inducing running 
gag with eyeballs, as Billy must 
always get them with the eyes—by 
gouging them, stabbing them, eating 
them or knocking them out of their 
sockets with a swift blow to the 
back of the head. (I’m not a doctor, 
but doesn’t this just blind people?) 
Even when an awning icicle hap- 
hazardly falls, it conveniently 
impales someone's eye. 

This reccurring motif is further 
underscored by a zoo of eye- 
metaphors. It gets to the point where 
the story cannot further itself because 
there are no eyes or pictures of eyes 
in the mise en scéne. The reason for 
all this eye-balling is Agnes, Billy’s 
daughter/sister (an homage to true 
Canadian cinema), who had her eyes 
removed by her father/brother when 
she was a little girl. 


Black Christmas reveals a lot of 
information about Billy's upbringing, 
none of which is relevant. I guess 
there wasn’t enough story with all 
those hot babes in danger, so, ina 
series of flashbacks, we get two 
movies in one. It’s too close to tell 
which one Jesus would appreciate 
more, but I'd guess Billy's early child 
development scene where he eats his 
mother’s cooked flesh would really 
tickle Jesus's fancy. 

Now I've never celebrated Christ- 
mas before, so I’ve never truly 
grasped the true meaning of Christ- 
mas. After years of watching Charlie 
Brown and The Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas, I'm still in the dark. But 
then came my moment of grace 

Christmas isn’t about presents. It’s 
about sharing ... death with the peo- 
ple you love. I learned that candy 
canes, if licked carefully enough, can 
be sharpened and used to kill. I 
learned that Santa's a pimp with pick- 
up lines like, “You ever see the back- 
seat of a sleigh?” I learned that not 
giving your children presents turns 
them into psychopaths. And I learned 
that eyeballs aren't just for seeing— 
they're also for ornamenting the 
Christmas tree! 

Joy to the world. w 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

007 is the Year of the Pig, and in 
? the porcine world of movie- 

making and marketing, Holly- 
wood will still be bringing home the 
bacon. Bouncing back from a bad '05, 
Hollywood's grosses were up, thanks 
to Depp’s and Disney’s merger for 
seaway-robbery profits. Come May, 
Tinseltown hopes the three-headed 
beast of three-peats—Shrek the Third, 
Spider-Man 3 and Pirates, Part 11I—will 
bring in even bigger bucks. 

As Hollywood looks forward to 
rolling in the slop of blockbuster 
sequels, the runts over in the indie, 
foreign, documentary and art-film lit- 
ters wait for scraps from the box 
office to be thrown their way. So 
here’s a lowdown on the highbrow— 
the wild bunch that isn’t interested in 
any ham-fisted plots, pretty-in-pink 
romances, or hog-wild F/X. Sniff 
them out at your local rental store, 
hoof it over to your local arthouse 
cinema, or track them down online ... 


IF THE GRIZZLED old veterans of main- 
stream—Scorsese, Eastwood—and 
not-so-mainstream cinema—Frears, 
Alm6édovar—won the critics over in 
2006, the youngsters were left out in 
the cold: Darren Aronofsky’s The 
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Take a look at what the pig 
will drag home next year 


=(2007 


Fountain was shrugged away; Sofia 
Coppola’s Marie Antoinette slipped out 
of theatres with a whimper. 

Two old hands, both from Asia, set 
for more success are Hou Hsiao- 
Hsien, with The Red Balloon (starring 
Juliette Binoche), and Wong Kar-Wai 
(In The Mood For Love), with the 
American road trip romance My Blue- 
berry Nights. Both will find eager art- 
film audiences later in 2007. 

Among the younger breed, Swedish 
director Lukas Moodysson, after the 
best first three films in recent memory 
(the third, Lilya 4-Ever, can be ordered 
on DVD), has stopped any friendly 
tale-wagging. He's followed the pseu- 
do-porn, take-it-or-leave-it A Hole in 
My Heart, with the hermaphroditic, 
dialogue-sparse, black-and-white 
Container (with Jena Malone). Both 
non-crowd-pleasers may slip out on 
DVD; otherwise, check for them on 
the cold shoulders of the information 
roadkill highway. 

Certainly Richard Kelly, after the 
cult success of Donnie Darko, doesn't 
seem in the running for any best-in- 
show ribbons. His Southland Tales 


(featuring The Rock and Sarah 
Michelle Gellar) was the boar of the 
2006 Cannes fest, a tale of post-apoc- 
alyptic LA that Jason Solomons, fron 
the Observer, said “was so bad i! 
made me wonder if [Kelly] had ever 
met a human being.” Brave Kelly's 
vision of the new world come spring 

It’s anyone's guess as to who will 
bring their pet projects to the world’s 
biggest film festival next year, but 
some that premiered during France's 
May days in 2006 are slowly making 
their way to our screens. A must-see 
Ken Loach’s harrowing Palme d’Or- 
winner, The Wind That Shakes The 
Barley (with Ciaran Hinds), set in the 
ferment of 1920s Ireland, is due in 
spring. Loach’s previous work, one 
third of the portmanteau film Tickets— 
all three stories are set on a train—to 
which the great Iranian directo! 
Abbas Kiarostami also contributed, 
still hasn't rolled out on DVD. 

Bruno Dumont, whose previous 2° 
Palms can be sniffed out online, 
wowed Cannes last year with 
Flandres, a look at a few locals from a 
French village who are sent off to 4 
war in the Middle East. It shoul 
sneak onto screens or shelves in| 
2007, along with Roberto Benigni’s 
comic take on the Iraq War, The Tige/ 


and the Snow. 

Nanni Moretti’s satire The Cayman, 
which also surfaced at Cannes, took a 
bite out of right-wing prime minister 
Silvio Berlusconi and may have 
helped defeat him in Italy's last elec- 
tion. Look for it to slither onto screens 
or shelves this spring. The marital 
storm-tracking Climates, another 
Cannes opener, from Turkish delight 
Nuri Bilge Ceylan (Distant), should see 
DVD release in the coming months. 

The Italian, from Andrei Kravchuk 
(The Thief), about an orphan trying to 
find his mother in today’s Russia, was 
a champ in Toronto and should hit 
screens in January. Another incoming 
TIFF winner is Jafar Panahi’s Offside, 
about women trying to get into a foot- 
ball match in Iran. Two Asian fest 
faves should arrive, too; Syndromes 
and a Century, from young visionary 
Thai director Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul (whose Tropical Mala- 
dy can be hunted down on DVD) may 
get a quiet DVD release in 2007; Jia 
Zhangke’s acclaimed Still Life, a por- 
trait of citizens returning to a flooded 
town, will be on display. 

Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck’s 
The Lives of Others, set in an East Ger- 
many gripped by the Stasi secret police, 
barreled through many festivals in 2006 
before chomping into the European 
Film Awards, even beating out Volver. 
It's due for release in February. 


ALREADY SCHEDULED for Sundance in 
anuary 1s Snow Angels, the latest from 
poetic American director David Gor- 
don Green (All The Real Girls, Under- 
tow). English up-and-comer Andrea 
Arnold’s shadowy surveillance flick, 
Red Road, which has wound its way 
from Cannes to the Utah fest, should 
be unleashed soon after. 

Also rising at Sundance: Nick 
Broomfield (Biggie and Tupac) makes 
the tale-switch from docs to dramas 
ith Ghosts, about a Chinese illegal 
immigrant struggling to survive in 
London; Chris Smith follows Broom- 
ield’s lead, jumping from the true sto- 


Ties of American Movie and The Yes 
Men into The Pool, a Hindi-spoken 
film set in Goa. Rescue Dawn, about a 
US pilot (Christian Bale) shot down 
Over Laos, sees Werner Herzog (Griz- 
zly Man) scamper onto based-on-a- 
true-story turf. 

Amongst true-blue docs, look for 
Deliver Us From Evil, coming in Janu- 
ary. Amy Berg's chronicle of a 
pedophile priest in California, long 
sheltered by his Catholic masters, is 
one of the most critically raved films 
of the year, according to the metacrit- 
ic.com trackers. Then there’s Michael 
Moore: Sicko, his investigation into 
the American healthcare system, will 
come out in the summer, and follow- 
up Fahrenheit 9/11 1/2 is also to be 
released in 2007. 

In our own backyard, Sarah Polley's 
Away From Her, adapted from an Alice 
Munro story, will be free to roam the 
country after a Sundance showing. 
Wacky Winnipegger Guy Maddin’s 
Brand Upon The Brain! should amble 
onto DVD, at least, in the next few 
months. David Cronenberg’s London 
crime thriller Eastern Promises (with 
Viggo Mortensen and Naomi Watts) is 
marked for September. _ 

Three little pigs that have flirted 
with the big bad wolf of Hollywood 
will be trotting out in 2007. PT Ander- 
son’s turn-of-the-century, Texas-set 
adaptation of an Upton Sinclair book, 
There Will Be Blood stars maverick 
Daniel Day-Lewis. David Lynch's sure- 
ly strange Inland Empire, with Laura 
Dern and Jeremy Irons, merges illu- 
sion and reality as actors are swal- 
lowed up by their onscreen personas. 
The Coen brothers will try to make it 
Blood Simple again with their adapta- 
tion of Cormac McCarthy's No Country 
For Old Men. 

And while the hind-end of 2006 
saw the release of Alfonso Cuar6n’s 
Children of Men in major US cities, we 
can look forward to the dystopia 
thriller, already being championed on 
many top-10 lists, coming our way 
this week. v 
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“A MUST-SEE. 


One of the most persuasive 
portraits of generational 
malaise - and tentative hope 
- to come from an American 
director in recent memory.” 

— Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“A SHIMMERING... 
TREASURE OFA 
FILM... with perfect 


emotional pitch. Grades A™ 
~ Lisa Schwarzhaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEERLE 


Canada Council 
for the Arts 


WILL OLDHAM 
DANIEL LONDON 


SCREENS JANUARY [2-22 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates wittr the support of 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 


hata. 
A Foundation 


Hudson proves she’s no Ido! threat 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 


henever the music starts 
up, it seems like 
you've gone ¢) 


back in time and you're at 
a live ‘60s soul concert. All 
around you, the audience is TASK 
cheering for James “Thunder” Early 
and the Dreamgirls. 

But when you look around, every- 
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NOW PLAYING 


DREAMGIRLS 

DIRECTED BY BILL CONDON, 

WRITTEN BY CONOOM, TOM EYEN 
STARRING JAMIE FOX, BEYONCE KNOWLES, 
EDDIE MURPH, JENNIFER HUDSON 


DRAMA 


body's calmly watching the glitter and 
excitement onscreen. That live back- 
ground noise is really coming from 
the speakers, and it really puts you in 
the mood for a big party. 

Rewritten from a Broadway musi- 
cal and loosely based on the story of 
‘60s divas the Supremes, Dreamgirls is 
flashy with spectacular lighting, glit- 
tery costumes and superb dancing— 
especially in the fast-paced first half. 

Anchored by Jennifer Hudson 
(Effie)'s fantastic voice, performances 
by Eddie Murphy (as James “Thunder’ 
Early), Beyoncé Knowles (as Deena 
Jones) and Jamie Foxx (as Curtis Tay- 
lor Jr) make this film worth seeing. 

Although Hudson isn’t billed as the 
star, the story revolves around her 
character Effie, the group’s spunky, 
voluptuous lead singer who has a 
powerhouse voice. The trio starts out 
doing back up for soul singer James 
Early, but finally gets a big break when 
domineering manager, Curtis (Foxx) 
allows them to have their own act. 

In the process, however, he kicks 
Effie out, choosing Deena—who is 
slimmer, more attractive but can’t 
sing as well—to replace Effie, not only 
as lead singer but also as his lover. 
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"| but, one of the Dreamgirls 


Effie, though, is secretly pregnant 
with Curtis’s child, and she’s devastat- 
ed. When she sings “And I’m Telling 
You I’m Not Going,” her powerful 
vocals and dramatic performance 
make the song the highlight of the 
movie. In fact, she is the best thing 
about the movie, and after this, we 
just don’t see and hear enough of 
Effie, who—unbelievably—can't seem - 
to find another singing job despite 
having the best female voice in the 
universe. 


THE FILM FLASHES forward to the ‘70s, 
and it’s as if there are two different 
movies being shown back to back: the 
music changes from soul to disco; 
everybody begins singing most of the 
lines (if they did so before this point, 
you didn’t notice, and the change is 
distracting); everything slows down 
and begins to drag as the plot diversi- 
fies to tell all the other characters’ 
stories. 

Eventually we get the fix we've 
been waiting for when Effie belts out 
another song, but Dreamgirls comes 
to a somewhat predictable ending, 
one that fits well with the holiday 
party season in which the movie has 
its opening. 

The upbeat buzz from the beginning 
of the film somehow carries you 
through to the ending, and as you 
leave the theatre, you’re still in the 
mood for a party, where you want to 
go and tell everybody about this amaz- 
ing new star—Jennifer Hudson. v 
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are subject to change at any time. 
‘contact theatre for confirmation. 
CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


EMBER 28 
HARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Fri Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sat 
230; Tue-Thu 1:30, 7:00, 9:10 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 


for young children) Fri Sat 7:00, 9:10 Sat 1:30 Tue- 
‘Thu 1:30 7:00 9:10 


FLICKA (G) Sat Sun 11.15; Daily 1:40, 4:05 


TURISTAS (18A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Sat 
Sun 11:20; Dally 1:55, 4:45, 7:40, 10:05; Fri Sat late 
show 12:05. 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Daily 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:40 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Sat Sun 11:00; Daily 1:50, 
4:35, 7:05, 9:30; Fri Sat late show 11:30 


TENACIOUS D: THE PICK OF DESTINY (14A, 
crude sexual language, substance abuse) Daily 7:20, 
10:00; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


‘SAW Ill (18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) Sat Sun 
11:35; Daily 2:05, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45; Fri Sat late show 
11:50 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, violence) 
Daily 1:05, 4:00, 7:25, 10;40 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: THE MOVIE (18A, coarse 
language, substance abuse) Sat Sun 11:30; Daily 
4:25, 9:35; Fri Sat late show 11:35 


JET LI'S FEARLESS (PG, violence, not recommend- 
‘ed for young children) Sat Sun 11:15; Daily 1:45, 
4:30, 7:15, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 11:55 


BARNYARD (G) Sat Sun 11:10; Daily 1:25, 3:55 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 1:15, 6:50 


OPEN SEASON (6) Sat Sun 11:00; Daily 1:10, 3:10, 
5:00, 7:10, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 11:40 Kids Kabin 
Fever: Jan. 4, 1:10 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) Sat Sun 10:55; Daily 4:10, 9:45; Fri 
Sat late show 12:00 


THE MARINE (14A, violence) Dally 7:35, 9:50; Fri Sat 
late show 11:45 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Daily 1:35, 6:55 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S 
CHEST (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:30; Fri Sat late 
show 10:50 

Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
FLICKA (G) Sat Sun 11:25; Daily 1:40 
TURISTAS (184A, brutal violence, gory scenes) Sat 
Sun 11:40; Daily 2:05, 4:50, 7:35, 10:05; Fri Sat late 
show 12:15 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Daily 1:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:35 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Sat Sun 11:30; Daily 1:55, 
4:40, 7:15, 9:40; Fri Sat late show 11:45 


TENACIOUS D: THE PICK OF DESTINY (14A, 
crude sexual language, substance abuse) Daily 4:30, 
7:00, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 11:30 


‘SAW III (18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) Sat Sun 
11:20; Daily 1:35, 4:55, 7:20, 9:45; Fri Sat late show 
11:55 


THE DEPARTED (18A, coarse language, violence) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:25; Fri Sat late show 10:45 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: THE MOVIE (18A, coarse 
language, substance abuse) Daily 4:45, 10:00; Fri Sat 
late show 12:10 

JET LI'S FEARLESS (PG, violence, not recommend- 


ed for young children) Sat Sun 11:15; Daily 1:45, 
4:45, 7:10, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 11:40 


BARNYARD (G) Sat Sun 11:10; Dally 1:15, 3:15 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not recom- 
mended for young children) Daily 1:25, 6:40 
OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun 11:20; Daily 1:10, 3:10, 
5:05, 7:05, 9:10; Fri Sat late show 11:15; Kids Kabin 
Fever: Jan. 4, 1:10 “ 
EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) Sat Sun 11:35; Daily 2:00, 7:25 
THE MARINE (144A, violenes) Dally 5:10, 7:40, 9:55; 
‘Fri Sat late show 12:00 

_| THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Sat Sun 11:05; 

| Daily 4:85, 9:50; Fri Sat late show 12:05 _ 

fags Sela 


lor young children) Daily 1:00, 4:10, 
show 10:40 


10200-102 Ave'421-7020 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 12:50, 
4:00, 7:15, 10:10 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recormmended 
for young children) Daily 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 9:30 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Daily 12:00, 3:15, 
6:30, 9:40 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:25, 10:15 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Dally 1:20, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for children) 
Daily 12:30, 3:40, 6:50, 10,00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Daily 12:10, 3:25, 6:35, 9:50 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14A) Daily 12:40, 4:30, 
8:30 


APOCALYPTO (14A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:40, 9:55 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 2:00, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 1:50, 4:30, 7:30, 10:00 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 1:15, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:25 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:45 


APOCALYPTO (14A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Dally 9:35 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Daily 12:45, 3:40, 
6:35 

WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 4:10, 7:15, 9:50 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1:30 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14A) Daily 1:00, 4:30, 8:00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Daily 12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 9:30 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for children) 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 6:45, 9:40. 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Daily 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 
7:05, 9:15 


GALAXY CINEMAS-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children, no passes) Daily 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 
9:45 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144, no passes) Daily 
12:30, 4:30, 8:30 

ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 12:45, 3:25, 6:20, 9:00 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 12:40, 
4:20, 7:15, 10:10 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Daily 12:20, 2:45, 5:10, 
7:30, 9:50 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children, no passes) Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 9:55 


BLOOD DIAMOND (714A, violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:00, 10:05 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for children) 
Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12:35, 3:45, 6:45, 10:15; Tue 
12:35, 3:45 


APOCALYPTO (144A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Daily 9:15 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Daily 12:15, 3:30, 
6:40, 10:00 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1:00, 3:55, 6:30 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS FLORIDA 
(Classification not available) Tue 7:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
VOLVER (14A, mature themes) Fri-Sat; Tue-Thu 6:50, 
9:20! Sat, Sun, Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calaary Trail, 436-6977 


DEJA VU (14A) Fri-Mon 1:05, 3:45, 6:15, 9:40; 
Tue-Thu 6:15, 9:40 


KABUL EXPRESS (14A) Fri-Mon 1:00, 6:45; Tue- 
Thu 6:45 


BAABUL (PG) Fri-Mon 3:15, 9:00; Tue-Thu 9:00 


Tue-Thu 7:10 
THE FOUNTAIN (14A) Daily 9:15 


BHAGAM BHAG (STC) Fri-Mon 3:30, 6:30, 8:45; 
Tue-Thu 6:30, 8:45 


THE HISTORY BOYS (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) Fri-Mon 1:40, 4:10, 7:15, 9:45; 
Tue-Thu 7:15, 9:45 


WESH IGRAM (14A) Fri-Mon 1:50, 4:15, 7:20, 
9:35; Tue-Thu 7:20, 9:35 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fri-Mon 1:10, 
4:00, 6:40, 9:20; Tue-Thu 6:40, 9:20 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Fri-Mon 1:25, 
3:50 
THE QUEEN (PG) Daily 6:50, 9:25 


GRANDIN THEAT! 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. St. 
Albert, 
458-9822 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, DECEMBER 28 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, Not recommended 
for young children) 12:55, 3:05 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, Not recommended for young 
children) Daily 6:45, 9:15 


THE NATIVITY (PG) Daily 4:50 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:40, 2:50 


CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 
9:00 

ERAGON (PG, Not recommended for young children, 
Violence) Daily 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:20 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 
9:30 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, DECEMBER 28 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Daily 1:00, 3:25, 7:10, 9:20 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) Daily 1:10, 3:35, 6:55, 9:25 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young 
children) Daily 7:00, 9:35 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daliy 1:00, 
3:30, 7:05, 9:30 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1:05, 3:20 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 


PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 6:55 9:10; 
Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue, Thu 1:55 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 7:00 9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon, 
Tue, Thu 2:00 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for young 
children) Daily 7:05 9:00; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue, Thu 
2:05 

CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Daily 7:10 9:05; Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue, Thu 2:10 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, nol recommended tor young 
children) Daily 6:50 9:15; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue, Thu 
1;50 


MAGIC LANTERN CINI 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2332 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 7:00, 


9:00; Sun, Dec. 31 New Year's Eve 7:00; Sat, Mon, 
Tue, Thu 1:00, 3:00 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
CLOSED UNTIL JANUARY 5 2007 


NEW WEST MALL 
8882-170 St. 444-1829 
TURISTAS (18A, brutal Lviolence, gory scenes) Fri- 


Sat Mon 1:15, 3:40, 7:25, 9:55; Sun 1:15, 3:40, 
7:25; Tue-Thu 3:40, 7:25, 9:55 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fri-Sat Mon 12:35, 2:45, 
5:00, 7:15, 9:45; Sun 12:35, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15; Tue- 
Thu 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:45 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Fri-Sat Mon 12:40, 3:30, 
7:00, 9:50; Sun 12:40, 3:30, 7:00; Tue-Thu 3:30, 
7:00, 9:50 

,TRAILER PARK BOYS: THE MOVIE (18A, coarse 
language, substance abuse) Fri-Sat Mon 1:20, 3:50, 
7:30, 10:00; Sun 1:20, 3:50, 7:30; Tue-Thu 3:50, 


ALM 


7:30, 10:00 


FLICKA (G) Fri-Mon 1:00, 3:00, 5:05, 7-10; Tue 
Thu 3:00, 6:05, 7:10 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (144, coarse language) Fri 
Sat Mon 12:50, 3:00, 4:55, 7:20. 9: 20; Sun 12:50, 
3:00, 4:55, 7:20; Tue-Thu 3:00, 4:55, 7:20, 9:20 


OPEN SEASON (G) Fri-Sat Mon 12:45, 2:50, 4:50, 
6:50, 9:15; Sun 12:45, 2:50, 4:50, 6:50; Tue-Thu 
2:50, 4:50, 6:50, 9:15 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Fri-Sat 
Mon-Thu 9:35 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, no 
mended for young children) Fri-Sat Mon 12 
3:35, 6:45, 9:30; Sun 12:30, 3:35, 6:45: Tue-Thu 
3:35, 6:45, 9:30 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS - 


14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children, no passes) Daily 11:50, 2:15, 
4:50, 7:30, 10:30 é 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG, no passes) Daily 1:10. 
4:20, 7:20, 10:15 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14A, no passes) Daily 
1:00, 4:30, 8:30 

ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 12:25, 
10:40 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 1:30 
4:10, 7:15, 10:10 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 
7:10, 9:30 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for young 


children, no passes) Daily 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 
10:35 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for children) 
Daily 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 10:00 

APOCALYPTO (144A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Daily 3:40, 6:45, 9:45 


BLOOD DIAMOND (174A, violence 
tent) Daily 12:45, 3:50, 7:05, 10:20 


disturbing con: 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Daily 12:30, 3:30, 
6:40, 9:55 


HAI! ET (G) Fi-Mon Wed 11:55, 2:30, 5:10, 


7:40, 10:05; Tue 11:55, 2:30; Thu 11:55, 2:30, 10:05 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE 
(G) Daily 1:20 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes, no passes) Daily 1:05, 4:00, 7:00, 10:05 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daily 12:00 


BLACK CHRISTMAS (184, gory scenes, disturbing 
content) Daily 2:10, 5:00, 8:10, 10:40 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THE MAGIC FLUTE 
(STG) Sat 11:30 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS FLORIDA 
(Classification nat available) Tue 7:00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


LITTLE CHILDREN (18A, sexual content) Daily 6:50, 


9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon 2:00 


SNOW CAKE (714A) Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Mon 
2:30 


| SSILVERCITYWEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG, Digital) Daily 12:30, 4:30, 
7:30, 10:30 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 


young children, no passes, Digital) Daily 1:00, 4:00, 


7:00, 10:00 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence, Digital) Daily 
12:00, 3:10, 6:30, 9:45 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG, Digital) Daily 


12:05, 3:00, 6:50, 9:40 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPERI- 
ENCE (PG, not recommended for young children. 
no passes, Digital, IMAX) Daily 2:35, 5:10, 7:45, 
10:20 


HAPPY FEET: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (G, 
Digital, IMAX) Daily 12:00 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children, no passes, Digital) Daily 12:45, 
3:45, 7:15, 9:50 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144. no passes, Digital) 
Daily 12:30, 4:15, 8:00 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for children, 


BLOOD DIAMOND ( 


tent, Digital) Daily 12:2 
BORAT (14A. coarse 
crude content, not 
Digital) Daily 9:35 


14A 


HAPPY FEET (G, Digital) Daily 12:55 5. € 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB 
3:20, 6:35, 9 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G, Dicital) Da | 
12:40 | 


APOCALYPTO 
Digital) Daity 12 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS FLORIDA 


(Classification not 


able, Digital) Tue 


| 

SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON il 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 

WE ARE MARSHALL (PG, no 


4:15, 7:20, 10:15 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144, 5 


12:30, 4:30, 8:30 } 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM ( 
for young children, no 
1035 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Daily 2 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
4:10, 7:00, 10:00 

ERAGON (PG, 
children, no 02 
10:30 


Daily 1 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Da 


7:15, 9:30 


APOCALYPTO (144 


Daily 4:40, 7:40 
BLOOD DIAMOND 
tent) Daily 12:45, 3:5 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fi 
12:50, 3:40, 6:30, 
CASINO ROYALE (144, viol 
6:50, 10:10 

HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1:20, 4 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sexu! 
content, not recomm df 

3:10, 5:30, 8:10, 
THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE 
(G) Daily 12:10, 2:20 / 
DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse lang 
themes, no passes} Daily 12 


BLACK CHRISTMAS (154 
content) Daily 1:00, 3:15 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THE MAGIC FLUTE | 
(STG) Sat 11:30 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS FLORIDA / 
(Classificatior Tue 7-00 : 
| 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Ad, 455-8726 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM ( 
for young children) Daily 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD (1 
7:45 
THE HOLIDAY ( 
Daily 12:15, 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) 00 
9:05 | 


chikdrer 


(i) 780-352-3922 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, DECEMBER 28 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Daily 1:00, 3:25, 7:10 


9:20 

ERAGON (PG, violence, d for 

young chidren) Daity 1:10. = 

THE HOLIDAY (PG. not recommended for young 
children) Daily 7:00, 9:35 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) 
3:30, 7:05, 9:30 
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Luke Morrison spins from Edmonton with love 
LAW STUDENT'S PART-TIME JOB INVOLVES FLIPPING BEATS AND ASKING IF YOU WANT HOUSE WITH THAT 


* EDEN MUNRO / eden @vueweek!y.com 

T= disc jockey. There was a 
time when that title conjured 
up images of your Wolfman 

Jacks and your Venus Flytraps—those 

hipster-types who spent their time 

spinning the coolest records over the 

airwaves for the faceless listeners. 

Like any other cultural-artifact, 
though, the role of the DJ has evolved 
over time. Where rock once ruled 
supreme, DJs are now as big as— 
sometimes bigger than—rockstars in 
some circles 

But while DJing has long been a 

“huge draw in Europe and a few select 
major cities in North America, smaller 
stops like Edmonton have been some- 
what slower to catch on to the phe- 
nomenon. A change is in the air, 
though, as a storm brews on the local 
scene with regular appearances by 
top notch DJs from the world over. 
Just as impressive, though, is the 
array of up-and-coming local talent 
who are making waves. 

Luke Morrison is one of those 
locals on the rise in a big way, taking 
an early interest in electronic music— 
he used to use a tape recorder to put 
together his own crudely dubbed mix 
tapes—and parlaying it into a Friday 

anight residency at the Bank Ultra 
Lounge and another one over at Y 
Afterhours on Saturdays, along with 
an association with Connected Enter- 
tainment that sees him Djing at the 
company’s special events 

Morrison has also had a few turns 
on the world stage of late. After meet- 
ing Pete Tong, Morrison passed some 
of his work on to the superstar DJ 
Tong liked what he heard and played 
some of Morrison's re-edits on his 
BBC radio show, Essential Selection 

‘I went to Europe after high school 
and got to see everything firsthand,” 
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becoming more creative and inter- 
twined with the live experience as 
technology becomes more and more 
integrated with producing music, 
offering increased freedom for DJs to 
remix music in the moment. 

“For a while, up until a few years 
ago, that’s literally all it was: you 
come to the club with a bag of records 
and the biggest appeal of seeing the 
guys who toured the world was that 
they would have records that no one 
else would have,” he explains. “They 
would have these upfront new tunes 
that just got pressed. I think North 
America in general was a bit slower 
to buy into the whole thing. Rock is 
embedded in our culture, so to have a 
DJ coming without a band ... 

“Yeah, you're playing prer@gorded 
music,” he continues, “but @yery 
week there's three or four thousand 
new tracks, so you have to pick the 
best 10 or 20 and then arrange them 
together harmonically and in a way 
that sort of fits. 


WHILE THE SET LIST is stilt of utmost 
importance for DJs, Morrison suggests 
that Djs need to have restless minds 
by nature, always on the lookout for 
the best new sounds that can be 
blended with his own sound. From 
Morrison's perspective, that inherent 
wanderlust has brought DJ shows 
closer to live performances than ever 
before 

“Very few guys now are just coming 
to the club with the records,” he ven- 
tures. “More and more there are all 
these pieces of hardware that you can 
bring along, different things to actual- 
ly do remixes on the fly. If you're play- 
ing five or six songs at once it’s 
almost like making a new song 
because you're using bits and pieces 
of other ones. It’s almost like having a 
band at your fingertips. You're sort of 
like a conductor and you can pick dif- 
ferent parts out.” 

Morrison is quick to point out that, 
while he’s in control of what he 
chooses to play, it’s still important 
that he pays attention to the feelings 
in the crowd. 

“It’s almost more of a participatory 
event than traditional rock shows,” he 
“Because for the night to be 
great, it depends on everybody in the 
club buying into it and saying, ‘I’m 
going to come out and have a great 


says 


time and dance my ass off for three 
hours.’ If you don’t have that then you 
don’t have a great night.” 

The digital revolution has been 
nothing but good for DJing, according 
to Morrison. Where he once had to 
order vinyl records from the UK, Mor- 
rison can now download many of 
them, and in some cases he’s even 
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able to get a hold of parts of the 
tracks featuring particular instru- 
ments or vocals, or even more ambi- 
ent versions that are designed for 
versatility in remixing. 

It makes it a lot easier for Morrison 
to pack all of his sounds along on his 
computer rather than on individual 
records and CDs, giving him nearly 


infinite freedom to feed off of the 
crowd and tailor make the music to 
offer exactly the sort of experience 
that club-goers are looking for, mak- 
ing for some late nights of spinning 
tunes for the after hours crowds. 


THOSE LATE NIGHT weekend club resi- 
dencies—along with various other 
one-off gigs—play a huge part in Mor- 
rison’s world at the moment, but he 
also leads another life as a law stu- 
dent at the U of A, where he’s halfway 
through his studies. While it’s easy to 
wonder just how he can pull off music 
and law school, Morrison doesn’t find 
it that difficult at all. 

“| find I don't really look at making 
music and finding new music to play 
at the club every week as work,” he 
laughs. “It's sort of a hobby, and | find 
that it's a great outlet to unwind. It’s 
almost the nature of the music that 
it’s a good escape. It’s great to get 
away for a short time. 

“The nice thing about the produc- 
tion side of it is that it will always be 
there,” he continues, looking ahead to 
a dual future as a lawyer and a Dj. “I 
can start working on a track or editing 
something over the span of a month 
and just chip away at it if there are a 
couple of hours on the weekend, so 
that'll always be there. The club thing, 
inevitably I'd have to cut down at 
some point, but I'll hopefully be in a 
position to do club things periodically. 

“I've met some senior lawyers who 
are in rock bands,” he continues. “I 
met a guy who's in a jazz band and 
does that for fun, so | think as long as 
you can remain passionate about it, 
there will always be an opportunity to 
continue.” 

It seems fitting that Morrison's 
story is a winding one made up of 
seemingly disparate parts, because he 
approaches music the same way, as if 
there’s a journey to be documented, a 
story to be told. When it comes to 
Djing, he doesn’t look at it as simply 
stringing a bunch of songs together, 
mixing up a few new things here and 
there. For Morrison, it’s all about find- 
ing the right tracks and having an 
overarching vision not only of his 
own unique sound, but also of exactly 
how to tie all the tracks together in a 
way that will make sense to every- 
body who's listening. 

“That's sort of the angle that I've 
always taken to playing music in the 
clubs, that you're trying to put it 
together in a way that’s not just ran- 
dom and one song to the next,” he 
admits. “On any given night it’s a good 
night if you're able to start somewhere 
and finish somewhere else.” wo 


Resolutions? 


Curtis Ross doesn’t 


JOEL KELLY / joel @vueweekly.com 
ven though he'll be ringing in 
E« New Year front and centre 
with Bebop Cortez, don't ask 
Curtis Ross about his New Year's res- 
olutions. 

“I stopped making those a few years 
ago,” he says. “If you can make them 

"stick, more power to you. a 

Sapna theyse going tb eal 
person or whatever, they usually drop 
off in the first few couple months.” 

However, Ross is unabashedly 
upfront with the resolutions of Bebop 
Cortez. “Definitely,” he states, “to get 
the new record out, which is getting 
very, very close to being done and to 
travel to more places and tour.” 

In particular, Ross is obviously 
excited about the follow up to 2004’s 
The Romantic Panther, which has been 
more than a long time coming. 

“I do work slow; I'm a total perfec- 
tionist,” he explains. “My first record 
took three years, so this one is actual- 
ly going to be faster. I have all of 
these loose ends that I’m continually 
trying to tie up on it.” 

Ross hints that fans may be able to 
preview tracks off the upcoming 
release at Bebop Cortez’s New Year's 
Eve show, describing the album as 
“anything goes.” 

“It’s got a pretty fun vibe,” he elabo- 
rates. “There's a pretty banging cover 
of Iron Maiden with all synths.” 
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Despite his refusal to indulge in 
personal resolutions, Ross says that 
he is looking forward to the chance to 


~~ play on New Year’s Eve. 


“People are primed to come out 
and have a really good time, so it 
makes your job a lot easier,” he says, 
explaining that he’s also glad to have 
his plans for the big night set in stone, 
rather than trying to figure out how to 
celebrate. 

“I find New Year's to kind of be like 
Halloween. There are so many expec- 
tations that you can’t help but be dis- 
appointed. I'd much rather be playing.” 


IT SHOULD BE A GOOD night since, as 


Ross notes, Bebop Cortez has become 
a veteran of Edmonton’s now-estab- 
lished indie scene, despite the fact that 
he is still playing mostly for exposure. 

“The shows that you do that expose 
you to people, opening for big acts 
and such, you don’t make very much 
money,” he says. “But you play some 
weird, one-off corporate show and 
make a ton of cash. 


need-ne:stinkin’ resolutions. Bs 


ably form a cover band. | don’t think 

that would be very good for my soul.” 
Ross admits that he is interested to 

see what new acts will come out of 


“In the long run, it’s better to_get___ the New-Year-____ 


your name out there,” he continues. “If 


1 wanted to just make money, I'd prob- 
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African 
Djembe 
Handmade in Africa. 
X-Large: 13,5x24" 
Reg: $299 


Audio-Technica ATH-T22 
Dynamic Stereo Headphones 


Reg: $55 


Special: $29 


“It’s a little over a year ago that the 
scene had so much energy,” he recalls. 
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“I'm pretty excited—the young bands 
that not many people have heard are 
getting ready to come out 

“Music moves so much more faster 
now—people can access the latest 
records instantly. It lights a fire under 
you, that’s for sure.” wv 
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Spatrows look for the soar spot 


SUN, DEC 31 t 
= MURDER CITY SPARROWS 
cc WITH MAD BOMBER SOCIETY, THE IGHITERS, 

THE ROWDYMEN, ON THE ARINK 

STAALITE ROOM, $10 


BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


hen you're getting ready to 
count down the last 10 
seconds to a brand new 


year, your thoughts invariably turn to 

the one you just lived through. You 

consider whether it was good or bad 
_ and what you'd like to do differently 
_ inthe future. 

Edmonton's Murder City Spar- 
_ rows had a particularly good 2006. 
_ They laid down the groundwork in 
” 2005 with their single “Burn in Water’ 

going into regular rotation on local 

radio station Sonic 102.9 after their 
successful stint as Band of the Month, 

From there, the single began to get 

airplay on a national scale. 

“Doing Band of the Month and 
working with a radio station like 
Sonic was a really cool experience,” 
explains the Lanny. “Having the 
exposure with “Burn in Water” has 
really helped us out.” 

That help, along with some hard 
work, led the band to greater success- 
es, including a tour spot with ex-Big 
Sugar frontman Gordie Johnson's 
Grady, as well as an opportunity to 
open for seminal Canadian band 
54/40. 

“We drove to Banff on our day off 
{from the Grady tour] and we got to 
play with them; they're so awesome,” 
the Lanny reminisces. “The Rolling 
Stones even showed up. We didn’t get 
to talk to them though because their 
security is probably better than the 
President of the United States.” 

When the band wasn't touring or 
meeting rock ‘n’ roll legends, they 
appeared at numerous independent 
music festivals, such as Toronto's 
North by Northeast. Describing these 
types of events as opportunities to 
meet new people, add more fans as 
well as learn a lot, the Lanny says that 
it’s mostly about fun. 

“North by Northeast was great, we 
played at one of our favourite clubs 
there called the Bovine Sex Club,” he 
explains. “It’s got memorabilia and ran- 
dom stuff on the walls and the people 
that go there like our kind of music.” 


2006 MARKS the first time that Mur- 


der City Sparrows will have played a 
New Year's Eve show. In the past, the 
Lanny and singer/guitarist Jay Spar- 
row, bassist Doc Degroot and guitarist 
Mike Nash have preferred to just take 
the night off to party. 

“We'd usually hit three or four bars 
then hit someone’s house and wait for 
the sun to come up,” the Lanny says. 
‘Not that we won't be doing that this 
year.” 

In fact, he explains, the band is 
really excited to be playing this gig. 
Mentioning the commendable lineup 
and the very reasonable (especially by 
New Year's Eve standards) ticket 
price, the Lanny says that the show 
will be especially good. 

“I'm psyched to go and play,” he 
says. “The people here have treated 


us so well, so we've got a lot of 
friends coming down to see us.” 

The band, who are selling tickets to 
the show through their website, has 
big plans for the next year which 
include, of course, more touring, as 


well as a new record. While Murder 
City Sparrows hasn’t got anything def- 
inite worked out yet, the Lanny has 
set his own goals high. 

“We've had such a good year,” he 
Says. “I just wanna double it.” w 


Didn't set what you 
wanted for X-Mas? 


Starts December 29th 
Official Kick-Off Party 
January 5th 


With DJ’s _ 
Dervish 
Greg Gory 


Brad Habit & Guests 


No Minors 


10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage, 
Spm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 

DRUED Open mic hosted by Chnis 
Wyntters every Tue; Spm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 

FOUR ROOMS Vanessa Rodrigues; 
8pm; $5 

‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover: 8pm 
SAMMERS PUB Thurscisy open jam. 
7-lipm 

4 AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 


stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/hlves); 8:30pm-12.30am. 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
et: by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 


OBYRNE'S Mourning Wood, 


9:30pm; no cover 

SWETRACK CAFE The Kokanee 
Comedy Battle 

URBAN LOUNGE Whitewell 


Typhoid Mary; Spm- $5 (door) 
WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk 


CLASSICAL 


MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COL- 
LEGE Anne Burrows Music 

n, Opus 27; 7pm; $20 (acy) 
Square 


DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 

Ententzinment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Dus spin 

on two levels 

BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 

with Mia Fellow. midnight. Du 

WestCoastBatyDaddy 

EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 

n Buuren, DJ Remi and 

B B.30jpm: no minors; $25- 
Jat Tid ‘ketMaster, Foosh, 

Colourtilind, Underground Clothing 

(WEM), Shadified Salon and Spa 

ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 

Thursday: top 40, country 

FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Hock 

Bingo with DJ SWAG 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 

Requests with DJ Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 

40/dance with DJ) Christian 

GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 

Thursdays: hosted by K 

Urban Substance Sound Crew, 

InVinceable, ShortRound, SpinCyele, 

BabyGirl, and Touch It 


sieges e: with £ 


Fount 


9:30pm dance less 
DJ to follow 


ie rock, R&B, urban and 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am, no cover 


PLANET INDIGO fit |t Thursday 
breaks, electro house spun by Pl resi: 


dents 
RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop. 
hip bop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexa Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 

‘game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD 1) Danny + Is (UK); 
tickets available at Ticket! er, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM XMS PRTY: Electro, techno, 
no wave, hip-hop with OU Nik 7: 8om 
(door) 


USIC 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


CASINO EDMONTON Carson 
County beeen 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
FEVER NIGHT CLUB Global Fridays 
FOUR ROOMS Vanessa Rodrigues, 
8pm; $5 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Som 


JAMMERS PUB Country/fock band; 
92am 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm 

(ON THE ROCKS Line of Sight with 
DJ Shawnibis 


SIDETRACK CAFE 7 & 7 is, Hot 

Panda, AA Sound System; Spm, $10 

(door) 

URBAN LOUNGE 17 Speedhead 
UNDERGROUND Blazing 


Violets, Pind: 8pm (door): no minors, 
$8 {door} 


WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk 


X-WRECK'S SlowBum (bives/rock! 
$:30pm-1Zam 


good time. Trust me 


PREVUE/ SUN, DEC 31 (7 PM) / NEW CITY'S 10th NEW 
YEAR'S / NEW CITY, $10 It's New Year's Eve. Grab a bunch 
of your fiends and go to New City. It'll be fun and you'll have a 


resident OJ Luke Morrison 


it with & mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLES Top 40, A&B, house with 
People’s DU 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 
‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 


URBAN FRAT All New Funktion 
Fridays; : Edmonton Police Secunty 
On Site All Night 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and OJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog, 4-6 pm 


BLIND PIG Live bands every sen: 
cond Saturday 


CASINO EDMONTON Carson 


DJS 


D'n'B/house/breaks with Degree, 
Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, Sweetz and 
more 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and oocasional international special 
WU J; 9pm (Door); $5 (door) 
BAR-B-BAR 1.) James: no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS ferro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toontlash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm. 
DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Singles Party: For singl 
pletely anonymous, totall 
ESMERALDA’S 0.) Jimmy Friday 
8pm (door) 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 


Christian 


h DU 


before 


10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday. 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, Du Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch): with 
DJs Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and quests 

ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: OJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 

‘THE ROOST A\| Request Dance 
Panty: with OJ Jazzy 


WUNDERBAR Kelly and lan: Sweet 
Brit and punk with Phillip and Bogner 


36 
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MUSIC 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples 0) Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deop House: with Friday 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Elem 


County (country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage 
all ages; 2-Gpm 

FOUR ROOMS Toque; 9pm; $5 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
top rap groups; 5pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:20pm: country/rock band, Spm 
Zam. 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Heacwind 
{pop/rogk); 9:30pm 

MORANGO'S Open mic hosted by 
Tommy every Sat; 7pm. 

O'BYRME'S On the Patio: Chris 
Wynters. Scott Peters; 3pm; no cover 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 

Troubadour: Folk Songs for the 

in: Patsy and Brian with the 
Band: Spm; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Line of Sight with 

DJ Shawnibis 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Night in 
Canada 


SIDETRACK CAFE America Ross. 
Spm: $8 fadvi/$10 (door) 
STARLITE ROOM Eshod !bn Wyza . 
Corvid Lorax (double CD release 
party), GHU; Bom; $10 at TIX on the 
Square 

URBAN LOUNGE 17 Speedhead 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Folodex. 
In Love With the Struggle, Luke's 
Disciples; 8pm (doar); no minors; $8 
(door) 

WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live band 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free poo! and tourney, OJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and break 
beatz with DJs 1-Bass, Femme Funk 
and local/intemational quests pre- 
sented by NewSound Entertainment: 


and dancing every Sat: 10pm-lam 


no minors; 9pm-3am. 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday Night 
Fever-Live to Air, with 91.7 The 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DU 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Sovlout Saturdays: Pre 
New Year's Eve Bash with Black 
Reaction; Edmonton Police Security 
On Site All Night 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Size Saturday: 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guests 


NEW CITY Satan's Village is Back: 
Satan Claws, Mz. Kittie Claws featur- 
ing the Capital City Burlesque troup; 
8pm; $5 {door} 


WEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 

Sucks: Electro/industrial/att and 

indy/electro/rock with OJ Nik 

qo and DJ Blue Jay (mod Club); 
5 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday Nights: 
DJ Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


PLANET INDIGO Suggestive 
Saturdays: breaks electro house spun 
by Pl residents: 


RED STAR Indie rock. hip hop, rock, 
indie rock, hip hop with S Master F, 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


THE ROOST Always like New Years 
Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs 
and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs: 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm and 
Tpm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 


‘STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, 
house with People’s OJ 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem 
hard NAG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, STX. Tweek: 
Jam-8am_ 


WUNDERBAR Featured 0. and 
Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS felease Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL New 
Year_s Eve with Duff Robison; $50 
{adv. only) 


AS CAFE C3 Metro, New Year's 
Eve Ball 2007 with by 5 on the Side; 
8pm (door); $40 (adv) at TIX on the 
Square 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up: Main Floor: Funk, soul, 
Motown, disco with DJ Red Dawn 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE New 
Year's Eve with Headband main floor 
and special surprise quests; DJon the 
Rooftop and DJ in the basement; 
7pm (door), $10 at BDF 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Ney Year's Eve 
2006: Rault Brothers Band (roots); 
Spm (music); $65; 7pm; call 989-2851 
for reservations 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with Ahea 
March; 7-10pm 


CASINO EDMONTON New Years 
Eve: Featuring Colleen Rae and 
Cornerstone; $54.95 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD New Year's 
Eve: Featuring Almost Abba; $75 


CEILI'S IRISH PUB AND RESTAU- 
RANT Happy New Year: Octain; $50 
{dinner}/$15 (dance) available at 
Ceili's 

CITADEL THEATRE NYE 
MSTRKRFT, Shout Out Out Our Out, 
and DJs Luke Morrison, Nestor 
Delano, Dusty Grooves, Cain, Cary 
Ryan, Johnny D_erico; S9pm-2am; 
18+; $31/80-$53 at TicketMaster, 
Connected-Ent.ca, by phone at 966- 
4501, 710-2500 


COAST TERRACE INN Trocadero 
Orchestra, New Year's Eve; $89 at TIX 
on the Square 


COLISEUM INN New Year's Eve: 
with singer Abduqaadir 0. Jubba: 
with DJ Tige; $30 available by phone 
at 298-1203, 718-1209 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 


New Year's Eve; with Tera Lee and 
her band; 8pm (door); no minors, $15. 
(adv); available at Cook County 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB New 
Year's Eve Party: Doug Stroud; reser- 
vations recommended; no cover 


DANTE'S Casino Royale 007-New 


Year's Eve Gala: High Stake Bistro: 
The Catalyst (Motown and Latin 
dance music), Grand Ball Room: 
world tracks and classic Bond-esqu: 
sounds with DJ Goldfinger, the 
Casino Royale go-go dancers; $109 
(4-course dinner); $95 (3-course din 
ner), $29 (dance only) 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH TOP 
OF THE INMFancy Toez, The Tuxeds 
Junkies (jazz), The Best is Yet to 
Come . . . Jazz New Year's; $120 
{ady) at TIX on the Square 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH7th 
Annual Latin New Year's Eve: X-Ban 
{Latin 11-piece band), ballroom, Lati 
Top-40, and retro beats with DJ. 
Moreno, OJ Reinier "El Cubano”, 
Salsa performance by Esquna, Latin. 
Latin comer, 184; dance only ticket. 
$30 (adv\/$40 (door); tickets availab': 
at 920-4450 


SQUARE/CITY HALL The Rhythm 
Rockers (City Hall); strolling buskers 
throughout; 
wwwieventsedmonton.ca, 423-2872 


ECONOLODGE DOWNTOWNS2, 
Goodnight Whitey Houston Rockin, 

New Year_s Eve Bash: The Get Dow, 
and The Fat Dave Crime Wave (rock 
‘TY’ roll) duel for rock supremacy, Spr 
{door}; 11pm (bands); $10 


Edmonton Intemational New Year's 

Eve Gala 2006: dinner music by Kyra 

Pedersen (harp); upscale trendy, 

happy dance music from the past an 

oe with DJ Tomski; no minors; 
125 


FANTASYLAND HOTEL Danny 
Hooper's Classic Country New Year 
Gala; Danny Hooper and the Honky 
Tonk Heroes; $99 (incl. buffet) 


FESTIVAL PLACE New Year's Eve 
with the K Tels (popular and retro 
music) fronted ty Thomas Alexande 
6pm; $70 at Festival Place box office 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Old Hollywood 
Glamour New Year_s Eve: Food fror 
the golden age of Hollywood: Jaz 
party with the Don Berner Trio fear. 
ing Shannon Tyler, Spm, $35 


HULBERT'S Aroot’s Bazaar (Latin 
quartet); $85 at 436-1161 


JAMIMERS PUB Sunday open blu 
jam; 4-8pm: 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headw 
{4-piece band, pop/rock "60s and 
70s); $5 (cover, donated to Santa 
Anonymous)/$25 (toast beef dinner, 
$5 to Santa's Anonymous), re: 
tions suggested for large grou 


KINGSKMIGHT PUB PHT (alter 
tive rock} 


\ONSMEN 
CLUBHOUSE-STALBERT New 
Year's Dance with Slow8umn 
{blues/rock}; Bpm (door), Spm-1.30a1 
(music); $20 (couple)/$10 (single) 
available by phone at 970-1557, 45 
1999 


Switch NYE 2007; Sandro Dominelii 
({azz trio) fronted by vocalist Diana 
Stabel, DJ T-Bone and DJ Love 
Jones; 7pm (door); $50 available by 
phone at the Mystic Ultra Lounge 
930-2551 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam ho: 
by Willy and Dave every Sun; 2 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB Paisy ord 
Brian and the Band; Don Marcotte 
(bass), Pascal Lecours (drums): Spm 
$10 (incl. appetizers and complime 
tary drink); phone 465-4834 


ONE ON WHYTE Social Code, fen 
Second Epic, The Burnin’ Sands, and 
DJ Choklit Elvis; 7:30pm (door); $40 
at the One on Whyte 


ON THE ROCKS Line of Sight and 
Du Kio; $20 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sunday 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor (8-11 pm) 


POWERPLANT A New Year's Eve 
Masquerade Gala: Presented by 
Rowdy McDanger, The Frosted Tipu 
Bebop Cortez. the Mark Birtles 
Project and DJs; 8pm; no minors. HI 
at Megatunes, Blackbyrd, and Listen 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Necronaut 
Acantha 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL {he 

ee Ants (jazzy R&B) every Sunday 
7-l1pm 

ROSE AND CROWN-SUTTON 

PLACE HOTEL Rockin’ New Years 

Eve live music; $21.95-$24.95 avo)! 

able by phone at 426-7827 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage ' 
turing the Moanttet Nedonal alte 
nate weeks; 9-12 


berl/$14{non-member); no advance 
fickets available at the door only 


RUM JUNGLE 
New Years Eve Gala: 8pm (door 
Minimum age 18+: $21.20-$31.80; 
available at TicketMaster 
SPORTSWORLD New 0; $10 


STOLLIS Stolli’s House Arrest withy 


PREVUE/ 3(9 PM) / FIRST AID KIT / SIDE- 
TRACK caren you go overboard this New Year's Eve, then 
you'll be wanting to take it easy for the week after, but you can 


still go see these guys. They'll likely be able to get you through 


the night, or at least offer a bandage if you cut yourself. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE New 
Yeat_s Eve with Headband main floor 
‘and specral Surprise guests; DJ on 
the Rooftop and DJ in the basement; 
7pm (door); tickets: $10 at BDF 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rotating 
drag shows; DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 2nd Annual 
Gingur Sky All White and Silver Affair 
NYE 2007: Toronto's OJ Black 
Reaction (World Clash Champions 
2006) and E-town's Elite sounds with 
Bomb Squad, Invinceable and 
Babygirl; Edmonton Police Security on 
site all night; reserve; $25 (more at 
the door} 


lopment programs; all 
= evertt; $20 (couple)/$20 (single) 
ible (adv) at TIX on the square 
D WEST SALOON New Year's 
with Jo Hike 7pm {door), Spm 
) 
D WATERPARK-WEM Nev, 
*s Eve Family Beach Party: Out of 
‘Blue; tickets at Guest Services or 
id Waterpark WEM 


CLASSICAL 


‘TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CH Mid-Winter Songs: 
emnble de la Rue’s annual New 
's Eve concert a glass of 
ing wine; 7:30pm; $17 
S12 (student/senior) at TIX on 
Square 


DJS 


CKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
etry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
eoki and DU Tim 


HALO Fresh Kicks, hip hop with Dis 
Twist, Shortround and Echo; no 
Minors; Bom (door); $10 {ady) at 
Foosh, Homegrown, Soulshack and 
Treehouse Records 


(NEW CITY The Legendary New 
Year;s Eve Bash: Downstairs; DJ Blue 
Jay, Nik Romantik: Upstairs: DJ 
Dildozer and Nazz Nomad; no minors, 
7pm (door); $15 (doar) 


O'BYANE'S IRISH PUB 0.) 
Finnegan: 9pm {door}; $20 (basic//$30 
esa available by phone at 414 
6) 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Evening 
at Cirque Du O.7,: DJ Shnaw; Spm 
{entertainment including juggling, 
painted dancers, magician, face air- 
brushing; $75 (dinnertime and show; 
‘6pm and and 8pm, Oilervs. Flames at 
at $40 [partytime and a show, 


THE ROOST Heroes theme New 
Year's Eve: retro with two OJs down- 
stairs; new music with one DU 
Upstairs; 7pm (door); $10 (mem- 


WHERE THEY ARE 


Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
quests 


SUEDE LOUNGE New Year's Eve 
2007: DJs and dancing; eatly seating 
5-7pm, late seating 8-9pm, call 482- 
0707 for tickets and reservations 
URBAN FRAT Ail New Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays 

Wunaderbar Super 


WUNDERBAR 
Euro Techno Party, 6pm (door); no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS NYE 007 Y Vs. Spy: 
Featuring top Dus playing on multiple 
floors, 10pm-10am; 18+; $25 (adv) at 
Foosh, Tree House Records, 
Underground, Yess Hair, and Y 
Afterhours 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


LB.'S PUB House band; 9:30pm 
Tam; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm. 
SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer, Spm; no cover 


STARLITE ROOM Closed 


_ TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11:20pm; no caver 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Closed 


Jan 1-10 
DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Service Industry Night, no minors, 
Spm-2am:; Industry New Year's Party 
fo line no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Pojar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays. with DJ SWAG. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 
it Munchie Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves, quests 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


SLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open 
Stage with Mark Ammar, Spm. 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
Stage with Chris Wynters and quest 


LEGENDS PUBOpen jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


STARLITE ROOM Closed 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Closed 


until Jan. 10 
DIS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
On the main level 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, R&B 
with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The in 
Kraut: Mod R&B , Northem Soul. ‘60s 
Garage, and Mod Revival with Dr 
Erick 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DU Kevin Wong 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Retro Night music flash 
backs from the “50s, ’6Ds, ‘70s, ‘80s, 
and the ‘90s; 7pm-12 midnight $6 ($4 
rental/pair) 


WUNDERBAR WUNDERBAR 
Tuesdays with OU Sean or PDillup; no 
cover 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


JATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open, 
‘mic with Duff Robison; 8pm 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Giitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 8-11 pm (doorl; $2 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


NEW CITY LIKWID SUBURBS 
DILY Wednesdays. 80pm (door): $5 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE First Aid Kit 
Helden; 9pm 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Closed 


until Jan. 10 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoav 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch: roots music every Wednesday 
with DJ Buster Friendly; no cover 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Senay 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB industry 
Wednesdays 


HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday: 
downtempo, smooth jazz. with Ou 
Frederick 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 3000 

NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, soul 
disco, nu jazz, reagae, hip hop with 
Cool Curt. Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLUS Wild Chesry: House/garage 
with Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funi, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Closed 
until Jan. 10 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 


new DJ; no cover 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDEN THEATRE 5 
St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 4324611 
* AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACK- 
ROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 4364418 e THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420- 
9088 » BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 
484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Sweet, St 
Albert, 418-6332 » BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 1032982 Ave, 439-5058 
* BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper 
Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 » CARGO AND 
JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10624-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayll Rd, 463-9467 » CASI- 
NNO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, 


University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St. 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DANTE'S BISTRO 
17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 » DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 » DOW CENTEN- 
NIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE - FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
474-5554 * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 » FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 » FEVER NIGHTCLUB 
Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY'S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 » FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426- 
4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq,, 433-9623 » FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St. 4884841  GIN- 
GUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK B102, 10324- 
&2 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 100! Calshoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601- 
115 St, (436-1161) * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BARAND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 * 
JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 * J.J’S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L_ HAAR 
THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St « J.R RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427- 
2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433- 
2599 * LB’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « 
McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St. McDonald Drive, 468.4964 * METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 » MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA 
COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 « NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 » NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 » NIKKI DIA- 
MOND’S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 * O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * O'CONNORS 
IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * ONE ON WHYTE 1054-82 Ave, 437-7699 » ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE 6104-104 St, 988-5457 * OVERTIME 
BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 « PEPPER’S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET 
INDOGO 812 Liberton Dr, St Albert » PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * QUEEN 
ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RATT (ROOM ATTHETOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED'S WEM Phase 
\ll, 481-6420 * RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0325 * RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 * RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNIT- 
ED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave « RIVER WEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19815~45 Ave * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326- 
St Albert Trail, 460-1122 « THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 « ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 * ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 « RUM JUN- 
GLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 « SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * 
SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St, 421-1326 * SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 1040-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 
13710-104 St, 472-6336 * ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 * ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 * ST TIMOTHY'S 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 » STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437- 
2293 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building 2-7 U of a Campus, 492-0601 « TAPHOUSE 
$020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * UNF 


HALL 10629-98 St * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-3389 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 « 
wun [EST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 
436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St. 466-8069 » Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, wwwyafterhours.com * YARD- 


_ BIRD SUITE 10203-96 Ave, 432-0428 * YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Cameaie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 


INCLUDES CHAMPAGNE & PARTY FAVOURS 


TICKETS: $25.00 AVAILABLE AT THE URBAN LOUNGE 


TEN SECOND EPIC 


AND SPECIAL. GUESTS 


THE BURNIN’ SANDS 


Ma WI CHOKLIT ELVES 


DECEMBER 31 


INCLUDES CHAMPAGNE & PARTY FAVORS 
TIGKETS: $40.00 AVAILABLE AT THE ONE ON WHYTE 


10544-8S2 AVE. 
PH:43'7-7699 
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MUSIC 


DECEMBER 28, 2006 - JANUARY 3, 2007 


WUE 


BITCH 
BITCH 
BITCH 


Starts December 29th 
Official Kick-Off Party 
January 5th 

With DJ’s 
Dervish 
Greg Gory 
Brad Habit & Guests 


1008) dosper Ave. Polodium Build 
7 __ call 428-CLUB for more info 


DECEMBER 28, 2006 - JANUARY 3, 2007 
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EN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
hen Vue last spoke with 
Fractal Pattern a few 
months ago, the socially 
ae instrumental band were 
€ verge of releasing their latest 
sc, Absent From But Entirely Within 
lhe Landscape. They were also 
breparing for some downtime as the 
arious members engaged in other 
ursuits. 
Well, the album has been out for 
bit now and the band is gearing up 
rt a one-two punch on the penulti- 
ate day of 2006. They'll be starting 
ff with a couple of sets at the Black 
og's Hair of the Dog afternoon 
oncert series, and then they'll be 


llowing that up with an evening _ 
enefit show for the Northern Alber-, 


a Society for Animal Protection 
ver at KHZ, the former site of the 
hark Tank, 
“It's kind of a weird line, because I 
Ow as an instrumental vegan band 
ith a French horn player it can 
metimes be a bit of an uphill battle 
ot being seen as incredibly preten- 
ious,” says Jordan Faulds, the horn 
layer in question, as she considers 
actal Pattern’s place in today’s 


usic industry. 


ractal Pattern, we want to be with 
you all day and all of the night 


Kote! | SAT, DEC 30 (4 PM & 7 PM) 


FRACTAL PATTERN 
BLACK D0, FRE (4 PU) 

KH (1294-87 STREET, $8 (7 Pa 
WITH THE IY STREETS, DESDERATA 


“Especially when it seems that, in 
the music scene right now, all people 
are looking for is the next ‘cool’ thing, 
and it doesn’t seem like the albums 
that are coming out and getting a lot 
of attention are meant to be that sus- 
fainable. They're just made to be real- 
ly popular for the next year or two 
and then something else will come 
along and so it’s kind of a weird place 
to be where we're all very concerned 
with making something that will 
hopefully have a bit of staying power 
and actually say something as 
opposed to just sounding cool for a 
little while until the next big sound 
comes along.” 


DRUMMER DALLAS THOMPSON agrees 
that Fractal Pattern’s approach to 
creating music is not exactly con- 
ducive to churning out the sort of big 
choruses that play so well for the 
masses, explaining that the band 
works on the songs as a collective, 
rather than with a single leader in 


PREVU 


charge of everything. 

“We're not like Nickelback, where 
I'm sure Chad Kroeger just comes in 
and he’s got the verse and the chorus 
and all that shit written already,” 
Thompson chuckles. 

“Our songwriting is more linear 
because we don’t really know where 
we're going when we start writing a 
song, and it’s not done until it sounds 
really good to us, If the last half of it 
sounds like crap, it’s axed and we 
work on it until it sounds good. A lot 
of songs evolve over time. Songs that 
we've been playing for four or five 
years sound different now then they 
did then.” 

“1 think if you were to listen to the 
two albums side by side it would be 
pretty evident that we're a much more 
cohesive group,” Faulds confirms. 
"The first album, we recorded it very 


quickly. There weren't really very « 


many overdubs. Everyone played their 
part and that was it. This one we took 
quite a bit more time, and everybody 
had the opportunity to stretch out a 
little bit and try different things. Not 
everything made the cut on the final 
record, but it was a really good expe- 
rience and I think it resulted in a bet- 
ter record.” w 
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#2556 8862-170 ST. {WEST EDM MALLS» 408-SHOW 
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MUSIC 


DECEMBER 28, 2006 - JANUARY 3, 2007 


WU 


Corvid Lorax is a stand out guy, and 
now he has his own album " 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

/ I think, like, when you're the 
underdog, you sort of have to 
have something special, so 

people can relate to you.” 

Corvid Lorax (Karan Singh) is 
bobbing and weaving while he talks, 
ricocheting off some invisible rhythm 
as he explains what drew him to hip 
hop in the first place. 

“It’s like, in grade two, I was really 
good at drawing, and so I was that kid 
who could draw, which is how every- 
one knew me, and that was my 
excuse—it was my way to talk to 
them and relate to them,” he explains, 
his energy not too far off an eight- 
year-old at recess. 

"But, you know, that only lasts so 
long—you have to get something new 
eventually. Now I rap.” 

He’s being a little bit coy. Lorax— 


WARN OWS 


THE IGNITERS 
>THE ROWDYME 
ON THE BRINK 


> PLUS GUEST DIS IN STAI 


DECEMBER 31 2006 


TICKETS AT BLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD, 


sea LISTEN & TIX ON THE S 
10030-102ST INFO:428-S 
www. STARLITEROOM.CA 


40 
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a 


MEMBERS & GUESTS 


MUSIC 


es | SAT DEC 30 (8PM) 
= | CORVID LO 
cee | WITH ESHOD IBN WYZA GHU 
Ce | STAALITERDOM, $12 


set to release his first solo CD, Kalish- 
ni-cancerous, this Saturday—is proba- 
bly best known as arguably the 
fieriest of the four main vocalists for 
hip-hop freak act Eshod Ibn Wyza, 
and it’s fairly obvious to most anyone 
that’s heard him that he’s doing a lot 
more than just sticking out—although, 
according to him, that’s still certainly 
at least a part of the attraction. 

“| remember being at a Sepultura 
concert, actually—I still really love 
metal,” he says with a boyish smile, 
dancing in his chair. “I was sitting in 
the back, and I just realized that every- 
one was going to go home, and that 
was it for them, but that the band was 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
na world of experimental bullshit, 
| isn’t it comforting to know that 
there’s still a place we can go to get 
a dose of our venerated rock and roll? 

Lucky for us, this New Year's Eve 
will find a “rock-off” taking place in the 
basement of the EconoLodge, where 
the Fat Dave Crime Wave will 
allegedly rock harder than anybody. 

“We're very excited to play at the 
dingy hotel,” muses Fat Dave John- 
ston. “It’s kind of like the Strat (Strath- 
cona Hotel), but before it became the 
Strat. It’s my favourite place. There, 
we will rock.” 

The Fat Dave Crime Wave is play- 
ing with the Get Down, and the bands 
are planning on really mixing it up. 

“We're tag-teaming and going song 
for song,” says Johnston. “Then we'll 
all be jamming at the end—possibly 
some AC/DC. People don’t see this 
kind of show very often. A lot of peo- 
ple would love to see a rock-off. Hell, 
I'd love to see one. So that’s why 
we're doin’ it.” 


THE FAT DAVE CRIME WAVE is com- 


prised solely of Greyhound Tragedy 


Fat Dave wants you 
to rock-off 


ele” ©. Le or Tee 
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going to keep doing this every nighi 
And I was just like, ‘No, that’s what | 
want to be doing! How do | do that?” 


IT WAS, APPARENTLY, quite easy fo, 
him. He admits that the desire to kee) 
the party going—and his generally 
effervescent nature—have made ;; 
easy for him to jump into hip hop wit; 
a kind of reckless abandon, whic) 
allows him to enjoy himself, whateve, 
else happens along the way. 

“| used to get up at hall shows, 
rap with my friends, and what I wa 
saying wouldn't even make sense, an( 
people couldn’t even really hear it, by 
I just caught the rhythm right, and peo 
ple went with it,” he points out, non. 
chalantly smiling again. “They wen 
with me, up there, even though I can 
sing or play an instrument or anything 
That's just an awesome feeling.” v 
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members—save for Johnston himsel 
who writes all the songs. 

“I’ve been Fat Dave for a lon 
time,” reflects Johnston. “I've bee 
playing rock ‘n’ roll for 10 years. I w4 
never really fat either; it just sort 
happened that way—name makes 1 
sound more bluesy. | feel like I a 
slowing down a little.” 

In a music industry where peop! 
tend to lose their gumption and s¢ 
out easily, the Fat Dave Crime Wave 
working at staying true to its authe 
ticity. 

“we're kind of the only ones le 
who are really sticking to our gull 
without really turning it into som4 
thing else,” concludes Johnsto 
“Before we decided to have a rock-ol 
it was sort of like, ‘ok, who's the red 
boss here?’ Well, we decided we aré 
and want to rock always, forever ang 
well into the New Year.” vw 
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AN PIERLE & WHITE 
PIAS RECORDINGS 
MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


There's a weird genre that 
¢y could possibly be catego- 
THIS IS OK 


rized as “sophisticated easy 

listening”—pockets that 
encompass artists championed by 
thoughtful types across a certain 
swath of demographic strata. 

The Alpha Beta couple for this 
would be Laurie Anderson and Lou 
Reed. Cinematic orchestral-pop 
groups such as Pinetop Seven and 
jazzie types like Sea & Cake would 
both fall into this grouping, as would 
cabaret-esque acts ike CoCoRosie 
and euro popsters in the vein of Stina 
Nordenstam or Ute Lemper. 

It’s the kind of stuff an asymmetri- 
cal haircut kid. “discovers” via a six- 
hour click-fest through Last FM and 
puts on all his iPod playlists before 
finding out his semiotics prof has it 
listed on her MySpace page as her 
favourite “stimulating dinner party 
music.” You know, what you imagine 
certain character actors listen to 
when they're reading Wes Anderson 
or Jim Jarmusch scripts—too oddball 
for North American mainstream, too 
mannered for hipsters. 

Wstute readers will probably rightly 
ascertain that I am about to suggest 
An Pierlé & White Velvet could be filed 
under the thus pigeonholed “So Easy” 
genre. Since that’s still a pretty broad 
sonic landscape, let me clarify by 
adding that she sounds like a Ger- 
man-accented Kate Bush knocking 
out and replacing one of the “B” gen- 
tlemen in ABBA, all the while pre- 
tending to be Bryan Ferry, in a sort of 
rich-bitch, Little-~-Miss-Took-Some- 
Opera sort of way. 
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REX GOUDIE 
LOOK CLOSER 
SONY BMG 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Here we are smack in the 
¢y middle of the holiday season 
and if you're partial to baking, 
THIS IS OK 
you might want to conjure up 
some cookies that perfectly capture the 
season at a glance, even before you 
taste it. That’s not a bad thing, because 
sometimes you just aren't looking for 
surprises. Well, if that’s how you're feel- 
ing, then maybe you want to check out 
the second album from this Canadian 
Idol runner-up. 

There’s not much point in delving 
into the sonic aspects of the music 
here, because it was made with a big 
ol’ cookie cutter. The big, explosive 
bridges are all in the right spots, the 
ringing chords that allow Goudie to 
stretch his vocal chords for just a sec- 
ond before the band jumps back into 
the fray and the guitar tones are all 
suitably processed until the sharp 
edges have been worn to a smooth 
curve, making for a very Bon Jovi- 
esque listening experience. 


ROCK STAR SUPERNOVA 
a STAR SUPERNOVA 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


@ 


mean that you are a talented writer. 


And getting together with a couple of 
other rock ‘n’ roll cast-offs to engage 
in a televised search for a hot new 
singer will not make you any better as 


a writer. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


Thank you for your support and patronage 
throughout 2006. We look forward to providing 
you with more of the best music in 2007. 


Have a safe & happy New Year. 


top 10 sellers of 2006 


01. axis of evol pink mountaintops 
02. skelliconnection chad van gaalen 
03. fox confessor... neko case 

04. mr. beast mogwai 

05, rubles destroyer 


06. so this is goodbye junior boy 

07. not saying/ust saying shout out out out out 
08. life pursuit belle & sebastian 

09. the greatest cat power 

10. everything all the time band of horses 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 
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Note to rock stars: Just 
because you were once—or 
maybe even still are—in a 
THIS SUCKS big name band does not 


Given that, the absurdly named and 
conceived Rock Star Supernova was 
prétty much destined for failure right 
from the start. The band is made up o/ 
Gilby Clarke on guitar (he was a hired 
gun in Guns N’ Roses, but he neve; 
wrote anything for them, and judging 
by his songs here, his lack of skills 
were likely a major reason that Ax! 
Rose gave him the boot), Jason New 
sted on bass (Metallica's ex-four 
stringer, who wisely stays out of the 
way of the songwriting here) ang 
Motley Criie’s Tommy Lee (who is, 
unfortunately, all over the writing 
credits, to no good effect), backing up 
newcomer Lukas Rossi (who doesn't 
help by contributing some whiny emo 
in the way of his own “Headspin’). 

In light of the abundance of poor 
songwriting on display, there are « 
few more notes for the rock stars o/ 
the world. Dragging a couple of words 
out does not make a chorus epi¢ 
unless it’s a good chorus to start with 
Ripping off T Rex doesn't make you 
good unless you can do it withou| 
people realizing that you're doing it. || 
you get caught, it just makes yo 
lame. And, most importantly, hiring 
your new singer after conducting 4 
reality show search does not mak¢ 
you rock ‘n’ roll. It just makes you 
look stupid. 


TAYLOR HICKS 
TAYLOR HICKS 
ARISTA 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
And, completing the trilogy 
@ of music-centred reality tel 
evision reviews for thi 
THIS SUCKS Week, here’s the major-labe 
debut from Taylor Hicks, winner © 
last season’s American Idol. This gu) 
is a little different from some of th 
other contestants (yes, they are con, 
testants on what amounts to little 
more than a game show based or 
popularity in the eyes of the masses) 
he's been around for a few years a 
an independent artist, and he’s fash 
ioned himself as more of a soul singe 
than the standard pop star. He’s als 
been given a fair bit of credit in th 
media for being an older singer. Th‘ 
guy's 30 years old—that’s almos| 
halfway to Mick Jagger’s age, so tha 
must mean he’s got talent, right? 

No. Hicks amounts to little mor 
than a semi-decent soul impersonato 
here, phoning in a bland vocal ove 
top of an expert cover band’s by-the 
numbers performances. I know yo! 
shouldn't judge anything by the cove 
alone, but the back of the album give 
a pretty good indication of the chees' 
factor that Hicks is trafficking in heré 
depicting the singer frozen in a slow 
dance with a guitar, looking ve"! 
much like a slightly chubby Georg' 
Clooney. It’s ridiculous and pretty har 
to take seriously as anything mot 
than disposable background music. 


AGORIA 
Ie GREEN ARMCHAIR 


ALEX KONYE / alex@vueweekly.com 
From the first few drones 
© that sound like your weird 
uncle who can fart the 
national anthem, right on 
through to the track where a female 
Fred Durst-type rap-sings “my lip lip 
lip lip lips on fi’uh,” you get a lethal 
dose of “also ran.” Camp is dead? It’s 
certainly not. It’s just on life support in 
a club in Paris called Aide-de-Camp. 

Beleaguered troubadour Peter Mur- 
phy makes an appearance here, 
which is some kind of miracle. Maybe 
Murphy didn’t hear the rest of the 
tracks and didn’t get a proper sense of 
what he was getting into. 

In between this, ahem, “music,” are 
a few dance-type electronic music 
tracks with a distinct shuffle that 
could, with tremendous faith on the 
part of the listener, be salvaged. 

It's a question of suspension of dis- 
belief, though. People do it all the 
time when they go to the movies, but 
can they do it when faced with this 
sonic catastrophe? Uh, no. 


SWITCHFOOT 
OH! GRAVITY 
COLUMBIA 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
I have no real bone to pick 
@ with believers who get into 
the music business. Artists 

THS SUCKS Jike U2 and Johnny Cash 
never kept their Christian faith a 
secret, but they had credible, respect- 
ed careers in mainstream music. 
That said, “Christian bands’—acts 
like DC Talk and Petra (who? Exact- 
{ ly)—are the worst kind of hacks, 
4, ‘eleasing banal, vacuous slop on 
dedicated Christian labels and 
exploiting the well-cultivated distri- 
bution network of Christian book- 
stores and youth groups to line their 
pockets on the naiveté of brain- 
washed young evangelicals. 

Switchfoot, despite their moderate- 
ly successful breakout into the main- 
stream a few years back, fall firmly 
into the latter category, Oh! Gravity is 
the epitome of constipated, groaning 
nu-grunge schlock, and the fact that 
these dicks are trying to play both 
sides of the coin—signing-to a major 
label and going after “secular” audi- 
ences while still presenting them- 
selves to their base as sweet, 
God-fearing boys—makes Switchfoot 
suck even more than the greasy, 
post-grunge assholes they seem to be 
So poorly aping. If you’ve ever won- 
dered what Nickelback would sound 
like if Chad Kroeger found God, well, 
shit, here it is. 


When it comes to press 


kits, keep it simple, stupid 
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I've been writing about bands for more 
than 15 years, and in that time | have 
feceived some awfully strange press 
kits from acts looking to go that extra 
mile to get my attention. 

I've received a Spam can relabeled 
with a musician’s name and picture, 
comic books featuring bands, toys, 
beer ... the list goes on. Heck, | still 
remember when a bar band by the 
name of Nickelback used to drop off 
press material that featured bios with 
nickels taped to them. At the time, | 
thought that was really dumb, but the 
fact | remember it a decade later prob- 
ably proves that first instinct wrong. 

But did all these bells and whistles 
get these bands more coverage than 
the acts that simply send the media a 
CD, photos and a bio? No, 

In fact, believe it or not, bands who 
send media and music-industry types 
media kits decked out with parapher- 
nalia aimed to get more attention actu- 
ally end up ticking us off more often 
than not. Trust me: an average music 
editor or record executive's office is 
filled to the brim with junk we are 
dying to throw out or give away. Don't 
believe me? | checked eBay the morn- 
ing | wrote this column, and found 70 
press kits for sale in the “music memo- 
rabilia” category. Yes, some of them 
were rarities, including a Sex Pistols 
kit from the 1970s that was going for 
well over $1 000. But the majority of 
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KESHIA CHANTE 
SONY/BMG 


Hot, black-ish chanteuse 
Fires off more clichés than an 
Acceptance speech! GAWD!! 


PROJECT PAT 

CROOK BY DA BOOK: THE FED STORY 
SONY/BMG 

Sippin’ on the purp 


And talkin’ the same old shit 
That scares white people 


GREENSKEEPERS 
a CLUB 


Jokey dance pop-rock 
Just interesting enough 
To make me say “meh” 


URITE SONS 
ian BESIDE YOUR BEAUTY 


Is this one of those . 
“It's great cuz it's so bad" things? 
If so, then it's great! 


them were press kits from modern 
acts, all going for less than $10. In 
short, it's a virtual garage sale. 

So, what is the best kind of press 
kit? Send a clear photo of the band 
(as mentioned in last week's column) 
and a bio that is no longer than one 
Page, written on white paper in a 
nice, easy-to-read font. Death-metal 
blood-drip writing might look cool, but 
it's frustrating to read. If you have info 
about an upcoming show, keep that to 
one page (this is especially true if you 
are faxing or emailing a release; noth- 
ing is quite as much fun as waiting for 
an image to download or waiting for a 
fax when the cover page reads “Page 
1 of 8”). 

Just last week, a sports organiza- 
tion sent me a press release by email; 
the file was so huge that it crashed 
the system. Basically, | had to call a 
tech guy to clear the message off the 
server because it was too large to 
open. 

When sending a release by email, 
always think of the worst possible 
computer—not everyone has the lat- 
est OS or email software—and keep 
the files small. What good is the lat- 
est Flash animation if less than 10 per 
cent of your audience can see it? 

And remember, it has to be Mac 
compatible. Most magazines and 
Papers run on Macs, not on PCs. 

Less is more. Less is more. Less is 
more. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now.an.editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


KE BELL 
IT'S ONLY TIME 
UNIVERSAL/MOTOWN 
Cuddly boy popster 
Girls scream as Drake unleashes 
Sunshine enima 
EVA AVILA 
SOMEWHERE ELSE 
SONY/8MG 
Canuck /do/ champ 


Same old crap; modern beats with 
Vocal wankery 


NANG! GRIFFITH 
RUBY'S TORCH 
ROUNDER 

Geriatric pap 

This is killing me softly 
No, seriously 


TECH NSNE 

EVERREADY 

STRANGE MUSIE 

There's something wrong with 


A fat dude dressed up like an 
Evil negro clown 


CLINIC 


VISFTATIO 

DOMINO 

OH THANK GOD! CLINIC 

After this week's batch of dises 
This soothes like a balm 


MUSIC 


& EBONY LOUNGE 


EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 


Shows start Thursday Spm, 
= Friday and Saturday 9pm. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER S15 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


DECEMBER 28, 2006 - JANUARY 3, 2007 


WUTEWEEKLY 


43 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

«When the first settlers arrived in the 
New World, they were terrified by the 
vast open spaces,” says Peter Anastas in 
the film Polis Is This. “They wanted to 
remake this unkempt paradise into a big 
English garden.” This is a scenario you 

~ should not imitate in 2007, Aries. Wander 
out into the unknown with a cracked grin 
and a wild heart. Let it work its elemental 
magic on you. Don't be too eager to turn 
the frontier into a comfy hang-out. 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 
Though millions of other people may be 
flirting with glamorous badness and crafty 
nastiness in 2007, | bet you'll have a mini- 
mal attraction to negativity, no matter how 
interesting it might allegedly be. Drama 
kings and drama queens may try to seduce 
you into the crazy chaos they stir up 
through their addiction to pain, but you'll 
be pretty immune to their temptations. 
Seemingly reasonable people might hope 
you'll buy into their gloom and doom, but 
you'll be too smart for that. Congratulations 
in advance for your determination to be 
free of the stupid suffering that so many 

“people love to entertain themselves with. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

“Dear Rob: Did you ever hear of that mon- 
strous experiment in which a monkey 
actually died from lack of touch? | often 
feel like that poor creature. For awhile | 
thought | was being selfish to want more 
love, but now I'm sick of that idiotic intel- 


‘ma self-sufficient saint 
through life feeling a chronic grey bathwa- 
ter haze of half-assed passion. Is there 
any hope? —Deprived Gemini.” Dear 
Deprived: Good news! The possibility that 
you'll be inundated with love is higher in 
2007 than it has been for years. Here are 
two tips to make it more likely that you'll 
be in the right places at the right times to 
capitalize: make yourself supremely lov- 
able; increase your capacity to give love. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

| nominate you to be the zodiac’s most 
successful complainer in 2007. According 
to my analysis of the omens, you could 
excel at formulating brisk critiques and 
constructive dissent. You may even have 
a genius for bringing the bracing intelli- 
gence of the heart to bear on situations 
that are paralyzed by mind games. If you 
manage to fulfil the potential I'm proph- 
esying, you'll set in motion far-reaching 
ripples of benevolent change. More 
power to you, Cancerian! May your grum- 
bles and squawks and protests be imbued 
with lyrical persuasiveness. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

My beautiful and talented Leo friend 
Alisha had a traumatic experience early 
in her romantic history. At age 17, she fell 
in love with the garbage man who hauled 
away her family’s trash every Saturday. 
Through her persistent efforts, the two of 
them started dating, even though her par- 
ents hated his surly vulgarity, his perma- 
nently dirty fingernails and the fact that 
he couldn't read. After a whirlwind affair, 
alas, he broke up with her. Ever since, 
even as Alisha has learned to make bet- 
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by a mean, illiterate garbage man. But | 


Delightful adventures in love will utterly 
expunge that old twinge. Moreover, | 
believe many of you Leos will find compa- 
rable romantic redemption. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

In Kabbalah, the tree of life is the primary 
symbol of the universe. In Norse mytholo- 
gy, the World Tree links heaven to earth 
and shelters all living things; beneath it 
lies a magical well with water that con- 
fers special powers on those who drink it. 
The ancient Chinese spoke of a peach 
tree that bore a single fruit once every 
three millennia, and provided immortality 
to anyone who ate it. | mention all this, 
Virgo, because in 2007 you'll benefit 
tremendously from deepening your rela- 
tionship with trees—both the actual and 
mythical kinds. Get to know them better. 
Learn from them. Plant some. Put a pic- 
ture of a favourite tree on your altar. Hug 
one now and then. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

According to The Onion, the Catholic 
Church has abolished the traditional 
“blessed” status of the meek. The new 
official story is that the meek shall not 
inherit the earth. One Church official was 
quoted as saying, “Everything about the 
meek, from their quiet demeanours to 
their utter lack of can-do spirit, goes 
against Church philosophy.” | can’t con- 
firm the accuracy of The Onion's report, 
but it does underscore a point | want to 
drive home to you in 2007: It'll be a 
favourable time for you to get tough with 
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y 
predict that in 2007 she'll be healed: 


Scheduling 


‘aggressive measures 
saat ht an 
be passive. . pot 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

In 2007, you'll need to find the power to 
do the half-right thing when it’s impossi- 
ble to do the totally right thing. To help 
you do that, remember this advice from 
Abraham Lincoln: “The true rule, in deter- 
mining to embrace or reject anything, is 
not whether it have any evil in it, but 
whether it have more of evil than of good. 
There are few things wholly evil, or whol- 
ly good. Almost every thing is an insepa- 
rable compound of the two, so that our 
best judgment of the preponderance 
between them is continually demanded.” 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

Not everything you feel in 2007 will be 
new, but you'll have a lot more novel 
emotions than in a typical year. Not 
everything you do will be creative and 
imaginative, but | suspect you'll often be 
improvising your way smartly through 
experiences that have no precedent. You 
may not be relentlessly reinventing your- 
self, but | bet you'll be imitating your old 
schticks and tricks less than you ever 
have before. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Your sins are pretty mild, Capricorn. Still, 
you have from time to time violated some 
of your own highest standards; you have 
on occasion failed to live with impeccable 
ethical integrity. That's the bad news. The 
good news is that in 2007 you will have 
the best chance ever to atone for past 
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Biblical proportions. A few years ago, 
farmers in the region of Xinjiang fought 
back, gathering an army of 10 000 chick- 
ens in anticipation of the invading hordes. 
The bird soldiers were trained for two 
months, and when the showdown came, 
they acquitted themselves admirably. This 
vignette is an apt metaphor for a chal- 
lenge you'll face in 2007. While in gener- 
al the year should bring an abundant 
amount of sweet luck and high adven- 
tures, there will be a locust visitation or 
two. | urge you to assemble your own 
personal equivalent of a chicken army. 
What might that mean, practically speak- 
ing? Here are some possibilities: be well 
prepared for natural anomalies; ally your- 
self with the enemy of your adversary; 
get others to help you fight your battles. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) s 
You're not wearing a chastity belt right 
now, right? You don’t have on shoes that 
are so tight that they constrict your sense 
of adventure? But if by chance you have 
victimized yourself with any of the debili- 
tations | just named—or any other form 
of self-torture for the matter—please 
take this opportunity to unburden your- 
self. The time has come for you to explore 
the mysteries of pleasure, happiness and 
outright euphoria. | hope that in 2007, you 
will fully exploit the new title | now 
anoint you with: Bliss Warrior. w 
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Partner 


lor, SGIEDMONTON@HOTMAIL COM « 
lecture series ® Sat, Jan, 20(1-2pm) © Free 


NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205- 
1999) © Basketball; every Mon (5-7pm) « 
ircle; every Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; every 
{7-Spm), every Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; 
(6-8pm) © Sewing Circle; every Tue (6-8pm) 
fork Class; avery Wed (6-8pm) © C.N.FC. 
every Wed (6-9pm) * Hip-Hop Class; every 
i) * Cree Class; every Thu (6-8pm) « Elders 
/ avery Fri (all day) * Safe Using and 
luction; Last Fri each month (11am-12pm) © 
leduction; avery Fri (1-2pm) * Drop-in Night; 
(6-Bpm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave * Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Aacine © Every Tue (1-3pm) 


AT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL SLIDE 
Hostelling International, 10647-81 Ave (455- 
|/454-6216) * Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
‘Bomen, Sabah (2004) by John Beaton * Jan. 8 


{730pm) Free 


[A CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
15-106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca * 
ind and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featur- 


‘ing presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, 
ly and year-end competitions. Photographers of 
i als are welcome * $40 (individual member- 
ip) (family)/s20 {full-time student); visitors may 
id three times before joining _ 


SHIVING WITH LOSS (454-1231, ext. 224) * A presen- 
tation on grieving’and suppo fing those who grieve © 
Lions Senior's Contre, 7524-139 Ave; 
‘Wed, Jan. 3(10am-noon) © Woodcroft Library, 
13420-114 Ave; Wed, Jan. 3 (6:30-8:30pm) © Pre-reg- 


jon Society; 11403-101 St, 
www. densa ling.org (479-0014) by Kushok 
sang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate 
(7pm); advanced Sun (11am-1pm) ¢ Brahma 


it Spiritual Organization, 208-10132- 
(425-1050) www bkwsu. org; Raja Yoga 


Edmonton 0 offers Groups and workshops for 
rae at ity locations 


GROUP (495-5930) » For 
ing chaos as a result of a life 


eae: le een © ‘Norators: Beverly 
United Church meeting room, 11919-40 St (476-6963) 
Improve speaking skills, leadership skills, time man- 
ional, listening and social skills; 
Pursuers: Best Wester Cedar 
Boulevard (457-0808) 
yWpursuerS. 01 weekly meetings to improve your 
licati leadership skills in a supportive 
lent every Wed (7-Spm) * Chamber 
(780) 459-5206; Visit us and learn 
liver effective presentations, conduct busi- 
ness meetings, and develop as a communicator and a 
leader: every Thu (6pm) 


GROUP 432 2226 or email: 
estheranna.st@gmx.ch © Group using voice as an 
instrument in impro-excercises and in free vocal improv- 
isation just starting © The first Sat each month (1-4pm) 


WINTER WTA LABYRINTH WALK iverdale Hall, 9231- 
‘Begin: 


100 Ave (424 new year with a few 
(ion with Jean Ure and Nancy 
ages, zat is done in silence. Children 


the Old Strathcona 
e every Ist and 3rd Sat 
aoa a Sea without violence 


6 St (423-5014) « 
es -festaurant, shows, 


MITE CUB 117258 Jasper Ave (498-7736) « 

‘nightly Spm-dam, Fri 8pm-3pm © Sun: mate 
drag shows with Mz Bianca and Miz Vagity 
"Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and oth 


WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean « 
Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestGoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made 'em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm * Sat Undie night for men only, free poo! 
and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) © Open 24/7 © www,gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business 
mixer. Network and share contacts in the GLBT busi- 
ness community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Foost, 10345-104 St (387- 
3343) * Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and sup- 
porters meet the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus » Campus-based organi- 
zation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and 
queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
Straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu ea month 
(fall/winter terms); Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
(kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, wwawedmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing 
confidential peer support to people living with HIV « 
Every Tue (7-9pm). Support group * Daily drop-in, peer 
counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Am 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
® Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) © Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm ® Recreationaland com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * Every 
Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
3234) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm © 
Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun ea month (1- 
Spm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support Group: 
Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, 


intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals; 1st, 


3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday 
Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and discus- 
sion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 
2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, friendsandfami- 
lyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie 
Night: Movie nights with themed movies and discussion 
afterwards; every Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meet- 
ing for transgender, transsexual, intersex and question- 
ing 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 
© GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff 
Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick and tired of being sick and 
tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA 
Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every 
other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth 
support and social group; every Sat (7-9pm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up 
and Show Up:Big Book Study; Sat (12-2); suitup- 
showup@hotmail.come NOP LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea 
month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu-Sun 
8pm-3am; Fri Sat Bpm-4am * Thu: Gorgeous featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic. Featuring Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and rotating game shows. Bands 
upstairs monthly Fri: All Request Dance Party every 
Friday with DJ Jazzy * Sat: Always like New Years 
Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs and OJ Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs * Sun: A fabulous Drag show every 
Sunday featuring hostess Connie Lingua. Rotating 
guests, live singers and drag Queens, with contests. $2 
cover; free pool all night ong * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) # 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) # Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat- 


Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIGHT NIGHTS WINTER FAMILY FESTIVAL 


Hawrelak Park, 9330 Groat Rd (426-4620) * Until Sun, 


Jan. 7 © Donation of cash or non-perishable food items 
for the Edmonton Food Bank 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL, THE 


fin me > 
GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy* Mone = 


Pawuvy FEST NEW YEAR'S EVE 
. PLAIN Rotary Park, 4815-44 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, midnigit, OJ" "=~ Ave * The Staff i Club and the Town of 


WORLDS HOTTEST — Theatre, 
8712-109 St, wwwedmontonfilmfest.com * Fundraiser, 3 
theatrical screening of the best TV commercials from 
around the world * Tickets $10 (adultl/$7 (youth/stu- 
dent}/$6 (Monday screenings and seniors) * Jan. 26-Feb, 
8; 2pm matinees on Sat and Sun 


Stony Plain present this family festival to celebrate 
NewYear's. Beginning with hayrides, hot chocolate, and 
skating, and ending with fireworks at 8:45pm 


ILLUSIONS-MAGIC 'N MIRACLES Jubilee Auditorium, 
11455-67 Ave * Thy, Dec. 28 (2pm, 5:30pm, 8:30pm) 
NEW YEAR'S EVE DOWNTOWN 2006 Vanous down- 
Town venues, www.eventsedmonton.ca (423-2822 ex 24) 
* Wester Canada's largest New Year's celebration. An 
alcohol-free event featuring entertainment, Strolling enter 
tainers, public skating, a street dance, family activities 
and fireworks * Free 

NEW YEAR'S EVE FAMILY 

WOOD PARK 8rcadmoor Lake Park, Oak Street and 
Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park (467-2211) Family 
activities, skate, toboggan as well as wagon rides, food, 
with fireworks at 8pm ® Free 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) © Every Thu and 
Sat (Spm): James, Mr. Entertainment ® Every Sun 
(7pm): James, Mr Entertainment 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) © 
Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 
CASTLEDOWN’S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue 
(Spm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd (462- 
6565) * Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound 
Productions 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ro (472 
7696) * Every Thu 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave (435-5050) Every Mon (9pm} 
with Sonia, Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4536) * Every 
Thu-Sat (Spm-2am): with Jeannie and Bruce 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) © Every Fri 
{8pm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway 
Blvd (431-5815) * Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fridays 
karaoke (5pm-late): with Chris 


MO0JO’S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998- 


7888) Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonta/Prosound 
Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every 
Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) « 
Every Thu (Spm-1am) 


ON THE 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr. 
Entertainments’ Scott Parsons ® Salsa and the City 
Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons; every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) Every 
Wed/Thu/Sun ($30pm-Zam); with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (451- 
8022) * Every Thu (9:30pm-1:30am): with Gord from 
Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St. U of A 
{492-2153) ® Hey, What Are These Tunes Called? 
Name That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieger # 
Karaoke, baby: every Wed (Spm): with Colin and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest run- 
ning Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St 
(423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (492-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat 
(9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St. 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (Spm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 

SANTANNAS 17930 Stony Plain Rd (481-7625) « Every 
Wed: (8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 

SILVER MARTINI 10668-156 St * Every Sat (9pm- 
Jam) with ProSound 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
18710-104 St (472-6336) * Every Tue, Fri-Sat 
{7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 

THORSBY HOTEL © Every Sat (9:30pm-1;30am) with 
Prosound 

X-WRECKS LOUNGE 10143-50 St * Every Wed 
{7:30-11-30pm) with Sonia, Prosound 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459- 
0295) « Every Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


‘ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432-5853/436- 
5047) © Karaoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


Give Christmas dinner a_ 
hole new context 


TOTALLY GAY 


LUKE FOSTER 
| (otallyoay@vweweekly.com 


The best Christmas present | received 
this year was from my pals Erin and 
Dana, and, without tooting my own 
horn—at least, not outside of the com- 


“fort and privacy of my own home—| am 


sure that Erin and Dana would agree 
that the best gift they got this year was 
from me. The similarity of respective 
presents is just another example of how 
often we find ourselves on the same 
wavelength. In fact, if they weren't les- 
bians and | wasn’t gay, there would be a 
Serious Archie-comic love-triangle thing 
going on. 

| purchased them a poster that | found 
in one of our city’s better Superstores. On 
it, there's a picture of a kitten, wearing a 
miniature feather boa and sitting com- 
fortably in a red, sequined high heel. 
Serawled above this fabulous kitten is 
the word “Cattitude” in a large, hot-pink 
psychedelic font. Once they unraveled 
the poster, it was obvious from their 
astonished faces how much they loved it. 

My present from them was the most 
awesome custom-made t-shirt that has 
ever been custom-made. It’s grey and 


there's a picture of a buff short-shorted 


muscleman with, in shiny silver print, 
the word—wait for it—"Mantastic” 
printed across the front. 

“I'm going to wear this everywhere!” 
| exclaimed, holding the shirt up against 
my chest. 

“Or maybe you should just wear it 
around the house,” Erin replied. 

| loved it. Two presents in one year 
with cleverly mutated grammar. We 
were riding the same wavelength once 
again, me being all mantastic and those 
dykes with their cattitude. 

The first place decided to wear my 
new favourite shirt was to family dinner 
at my mom’s house Christmas Day. | fig- 
ured there would be many opportunities 
to shock my tightly-wound, repressed 
family with my audacious apparel and 
maybe even open up the gay dialogue to 
something more than my aunt asking me 
for advice on what colour to paint her 
office. Go with the yellow, but first look: 
I'm here! I'm mantastic! Get used to it, 
grandpa! 

| walked in the front door of mom's 
house, took off my coat and puffed out 
my chest like some sort of heavy-breast- 
ed bird as | walked into the kitchen. “So 
ma. What do you think about this shirt? 
Does it make you uncomfortable? Are 
you, perhaps, shocked even?” 

“Mantastic. So what? You're a man, 
it's a funny word,” she said. “Go show 
grandpa. | think he would like that.” 

Only my mother could make such a 
flamboyant statement so boring and 
straight. 

“Start the potatoes. I've been cooking 
all day,” she asked, taking-her glass of 
wine and departing downstairs with all 
the other grown-ups who probably 

wouldn't get the t-shirt either. 


| FILLED THE POTATO POT with water 


and turned on the burner when my 
cousin Caitlin wandered into the kitchen 


with a message from my mother. 

“Your mom says to put a little bit of 
Margarine in the water so the potatoes 
won't boil over and make a mess,” 
Cousin Caitlin advised, while peering 
over the pot. For the record, Cousin 
Caitlin just might be my favourite relam, 
tive. She's three years younger than | 
am, but by no means precocious. She's 
fun, intelligent and lets me pick out her 
outfits whenever there’s a special occa- 
sion. In fact, if it wasn’t for the casual 
Sweater-and jeans combo | chose for her 
to wear on a bowling date with her now 
boyfriend, well let's just say the whole 
thing would have ended up in the gutter. 
Yuk, yuk, yuck 

“Like how much?” | asked while 
scooping a tiny dollop of margarine out 
of the tub with my index finger. 

“Yeah, just a tiny little bit,” she said. 
“Like how much you would lick off of a 
guy's asshole.” 

| puked just a tiny little bit. “Pardog, 
me?” was my high-pitched, post-prepu- 
bescent reply. 

“Don't tell me that you've never done 
that before?” she asked incredulously, 
as if licking margarine out of a guy's ass 
was number 52 on the list of things 
every guy must check off before they can 
be officially licensed as a professional 
homo, right after owning a pair of Diesel 
jeans and swallowing. 

“Actually, no. | don't know what 
you've heard, but | haven't done that 
Why? Have you?” | asked 

“No. But haven't you ever been 
rimmed or rimmed someone though? 
That's what it’s called, you know, rim- 
ming," she informed me 4 

“Yes. | know that's what it's called 
and gross. No way,” | lied in an attempt 
to bring some wholesomeness back into 
the kitchen where the Christmas dinner 
we were about to share as a family was 
being prepared, 

“Oh, well that’s cool, | guess” she 
said, almost disappointed to learn that 
the gay part of her cousin wasn't as 
scandalously intriguing as she had ini- 
tially imagined. So | decided to toss her 
a bone. It was Christmas and all. “Well. 
what's your take on balls? I've done 
things to balls before,” | said. 

"Oh reeeaaaly ... ” she perked up and 
we continued to have the most inappro- 
priate Christmas Day conversation until 
the potatoes were done. They didn’t boil 
ove. wo 
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IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
WUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
PREEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 
EDUCATIONAL 
ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-895-231-8232 
HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 


=, We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
PSvorld. Next in-class or ONUNE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 . 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day). 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van of truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 


4 Hours - PM . 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar bass, drums, and percussion. 
Tiva tion: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


PICTURE FRAMES 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


SERVICES 


ABACE - Public Education Program: Sex 


LASSIFIEDS 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


ARTIST/NQN PROT 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


2 ee 
Female lead needed for short film. 20-30 yrs old to 
play drug dealer Jesus. Paid gig. Make-up, hair on 

set. e-m: josh@joshloewen.com 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 
designers and stylists for Cheap and Chic Contest for 
Maer. 22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional oppor- 
tunities. Please e-mail planetze@shaw.ca or call 428- 

3499. Studio located at 10055-80 Ave. Open Wed - 

Sat 12am-Spm. 


Wanted: A Director/FilmMaker with a need fora 
project and a passion for Ninja's and Comedies. 
RaVeN@SeducingInternalNeeds.com 


ANIMATED FILM CONTEST FOR YOUNG CANA- 

DIANS- MAKE THE PIXELS DANCE: from now ‘til 

Jan. 15, 2007 on the NFB’s Focus on Animation Web 

site. Youth from 9-20 are invited to grab a cell phone 

or digital camera and make a film up to three minutes 

jong, with the ordinary—or not so ordinary—materials 
around them. nfb.ca/animation 


Call for poets to participate in S Country Fair 
2007, the Lotos Land spoken word stage. Email Blaine 
or Dee at mostvocal@canada.com, give a sample of 
work (2-3 poems), a bio. 


Mum, a collective of jing artists with 
warts you! Share iaprton and chil 
care! artsymum@gmailcom 


Planet Ze Design: looking for porterniog artists, 
models, dancers, and actors in regards to Edmonton 


Fashion Week. Call 428-3499 for more info. Drop-ins 
welcome. 10055-80 Ave. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos, CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


Film and Video Arts Society: Register now for 
Video Kitchen and learn the basics of video production 
in this 3 month class. For info visit www.fava.ca or 
call 429-1671 


ARTISTS/PHOTOGRAPHERS: darkroom to share, 
excellent equipment. Nominal fee for chemicals/photo 
paper. Bemadette @ 868-7353 or email 
belaberge@shaw.ca 


MUSICIANS 


Solid metal act seeking exp. bess player with 
ipes. srious project. Must be willing to experiment 
sonically. Pro gear/attitude. Casey@22z1-0419. 
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Jues, country, no jazz. 
Good gear, can 5 a eT oe, 


R&B band looking for 
offools.ca; Danny at (780 


Vocal Improvisation Group-just starting! The 1st 
Sat ea month; 14pm, ae pels Me an eit 
ment in impro-excercises, in free vocal improvisation. 
Estheranna (780) 432 2226 or e-mail: 
estheranna.st@gmx.ch 


 www.chain- 
160. 


Local a cappella group Looking 
for one male and one female, or two females. Contact 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. 


Exp. mature bass w/\ocals seeks like-minded 
musicians for jam sessions (classic rock 
covers). Occas. no bar gigs. No drugs. Mike 474-3740. 


Multi-instrumentalist from Leduc looking for other 
to create music together. 980-4009. 


Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bands. 
Prome peck and CO te Js Pub 11427 St. Albert 


LOST AND FOUND 


FOUND: PINK iPOD on bus | att Tues. 
ppb@telusplanetnet to ID. 


VOLUNTEER 


Help prevent people from driving after drinking! 
Volunteer for a safe altemative this holiday season! 
Red Nose needs many more volunteers 
for New Year's Eve. Spend the last night of 2006 like 
you have never done before with old friends and mak- 
ing new ones. We need drivers, navigators, people 
answering phones, dispatchers and others. You can 
make a difference-you can save a life. Applications 
can be picked up at any Edmonton Police station or 
outlet in Edmonton, and at the St. Albert and 
Sherwood Park RCMP detachments or on our website 
www.om-edm.org. Applications can also be 
processed on the night of operation after 7:30pm. 
—————— SS 
Volunteer for New Year's Eve Downtown. Indoor 
and outdoor security, craft area supervisors and atten- 
dants and snowball throwing challenge attendants and 
more. Commitment of only 5 hours. Call Scott at 423- 
2822 ext. 31. wwweventsedmonton,ca for more info. 


If you enjay working in an office environment and 
speaking with seniors, this is a great opportunity to 
help us out only one day a week. Great computer 
experience! Call Deanna at 732-1221 


Supporgthe.Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Call 488-7070 to donate today-and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult to read and write. We are always looking for 
tutors in your area. Contact the Centre for Family 
Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at www.famlit.ca 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 
models needed to share time and interests with kids in 
care. Evening or weekend placements, 2-3 hrs/wk. 
Various locations. Lily @ 492-1137, ext. 357 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5347, e-m: 
osyo@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and-help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, leaders 

who want to leam more about liver health. Computer 

designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Fall hours of Edmonton 
BikeWorks. Edmonton's volunteer nun bike shop are 
Wed 5-9pm and Sat 12 (noon}-5pm. Hours are subject 
to change, please call ahead to confirm: 433-2453. _ 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


"Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians! Email edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331. 

Do you want to have fun driving grandmas and 

We pay your gas! If you can spare 2 hours 
per week/ Mo during the day and have your 
own vehicle, we would love to hear from you. Call 
Deanna at Seniors Driving Centre at 732-1221. 

Yoga : Strathcona Place 


Volunteer Instructor. 
Senior Contre. Ph Rita Mittelsteadt 433-5807. 


Volunteers Needed! to teach conversational English 
to adult immigrants at @ public library. Various loca- 
tions, avail. 1-2 days/wk. No Experience required. Call 
Judy 424-3545, 


Volunteers Needed! to be an interpreter for Spanish 
speaking newcomers to Canada. Call 
Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers Needed! for simple clerical and non- 
solicitation phone calls. Downtown, flexible schedule 
2-8 hours/week. Call Judy 424-3545. 


Literacy Tutors Needed. Assist adults with develop- 
mental disabilities to acquire basic reading and writ- 
ing skills. Support provided. 1-2hrs/wk. Various loca~ 

tions. Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


First formational meeting of the Canadian Church of 
Pagan Humanism. Foundresses, nuns, and 
jirectors | For info and time, call Trey at 
(780) 477-2540 or cageytlc@telus.net. 


Volunteer in Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-5808. 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PMS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. 


Brain Neurobiology Research atUofA 
seeks individuals suffering from ATTACKS for 
research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PHOBIA for 
research study. Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who have recently delivered and are 
suffering from POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION for 
research study. Call 407-3906, Reimbursement provided. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


The Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
is seeking i who are visual artists, 
wwwemen.ab.ca. Full details: Jacqueline Zaro, 424- 
7708 / £: jzaro@emen.ab.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


needed! Call PALS. at 424 - 


ESL Tutors 


5514 to help someone learn Englisttas a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 
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CLASSIFIEDS . 


CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 

= No one may enter any contest more 
than once 

~ you may win only once every GO days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ ue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 2 


Window Painting 
479 5623 


se 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed!) 


FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


7712 104 St. 
(Colozry Troll Southbound. Across from Save-on-Foods) 


ene, @mE 


S| ALT.SEX.COLUMIN 


ec. | allsex@altsexcolunn.com 


A ANDREA 
ecently my boyfriend and | were at a 
jip club and bought a lap dance. My 
yperience has been that as a girl, the 
ands-off rule generally doesn't apply to 
e. However, out of respect for the girl, | 
ont touch until she invites me to. This 
ne invited me to touch her. 

Caught up in the moment, my 
pyfriend asked “Can she touch your 
ssy?” | was a bit shocked because | 
issumed that was off limits, but she said 
‘She can, but you can't”. So | started 
puching her on the outside of her g- 
ring. | got a little braver and went under 
er g-string, but still stayed “outside.” 
he moved a certain way during her 

ance and my thumb kind of slipped right 


VOLUNTEER 


{ Club is seeking volunteers to become part 
of the global Kiwanis. For info contact Colin Reichle 
at 460-9639 or Marg Day at 476-5033 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 
474-8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


olunteers needed to teach English as as Second 
to newcomers during the summer. 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


a distress line volunteer. Training class- 
begin in Nov. Ph The Support Network, 732-6648 
www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebeiner Society 
Need: Festival Director; Chief of Timing (Finish Line); 
hief of Long Starts; Chief of Clothing. For the event: 
Sat, Feb. 10. E-mail; info@canadianbirkie.com/ 
www.eanadianbirkie.com / Ph: 430-7153. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alborta 
ter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http;//auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


> Tutors urgently needed. Call PA.LS., 424-5514. 
Help someone learn English as a second language. 
Training materials provided. 


Cross is seeking energy: & com- 

ited pe oeely to enon lunteer 
Prevention for its 

jolence and Abuse Prevention program. Training 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


in. 

A few seconds later, she stopped it. 
She was nice and hugged me and told us 
to come back anytime. Did | go too far? | 
feel guilty that | may have made her feel 
like a hooker. Or is it really no big deal? 
{'m embarrassed to go back and I've 
asked my boyfriend to not make that 
request in the future. How often does this 
sort of thing happen to a dancer? 

LOVE, THUMBELINA 


DEAR THUMB 

Just what we needed: a new set of ethi- 
cal dilemmas and moral failings. | really 
don’t think this is the sort of thing that 
used to to bother people before half the 
female grad students in the country start- 
ed stripping and writing books and doing 
performance art (oh, so much perform- 
ance art) about it. I'm not entirely sure 
that what we're seeing here is really an 
accurate demonstration of human sexual 
behaviour in the wild—there are too 


session this fall. Contact Deanna Key (780) 423-2680, 
E; deanna.key@redcross.ca. www.redcross.ca 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information and upcoming training dates ph 
423-4102. 


CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: Volunteer 
Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at edu- 
cation@cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The Support 
Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


many layers of politics and performance 
in there to tell what's really happening— 
but I’m confident that we are at least 
seeing some genuinely new situations 
and their accompanying etiquette issues 
in play. 

I've known any number of post- every- 
thing strippers, hookers and dominatrices 
but one in particular comes to mind. 
She'd been working at the womyn-owned 
crunchy organic peep show but—sur- 
prise!—she could barely make her rent, 
so like so many before her she'd given up 
her ideals and gone where the money is. 
She was coming home with her pockets 
and God knows what else stuffed with 
50s every night but complained to me 
that some guy came while she was wig- 
gling around on him and ew ew gross 
yuck how dare he? | commiserated at the 
time because |’m a wimp like that, but 
honestly, isn’t this an occupational haz- 
ard? If you're going to be a sex worker 
you deserve to be treated with respect 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 31, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 413-0294 (24/7) 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 

girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Living Positive, looking for volunteers to help with 
programs and fundraising activities. Ph 488-5768, e- 
m: info@edmlivingpositive.ca for info. 


Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volunteers: 
Opportunity for people on limited incomes to access 
quality nutritious food at affordable prices. 
Volunteers needed in the Bonnie Doon area to help 
process food orders. Ph 413-4525. 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 


with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 ore-m: 
foodnotbombsedmonton@hiotmail.com 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


ho 


Vant to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26 
36; 25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super funy tall 
for availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new 
to the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; 
call for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental 
gem; call for availability; 965-4968. 


Romantic 


setting versus poking: a lesson in stripper etiquette 


and decency, of course, and what you Say 
goes as far as who's allowed to touch 
where with what and so forth, but come 
on. Into each stripper's life a little semen 
must fall. If that’s absolutely not going to 
work for you, dance behind glass (for 
lower tips) or, hey, get your realtor's 
license or something. 


MOST OF THE FEMALE sex workers I've 
known have been at least passingly 
bisexual, but even those who really aren't 
seem quite genuinely enthusiastic about 
female customers, both prospective and 
actual. 

There are elements of novelty to the 
appeal, I’m sure, just as there are ele- 
ments of safety and sisterly enthusiasm 
What there ought not to be, and what you 
ought not to worry about, is an expecta- 
tion that female customers aren't really 
customers at all—that is to say, are not 
paying the sex worker for sex. While 
Many women who go to strip clubs or 


ERSONA, 


SrapeMine. 


ew 
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SPECIAL 
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© Safe « Discreet 


Hot Male Chat. 


cruiseline text - try for free! text “xtra” to SFREE { 


book time with a dominatrix may be doing 
it to please a (male) partner or as a learn- 
ing experience or a lark or Just to make a 
Statement of some sort, it would be pret- 
ty silly for a sex worker to be surprised 
when a customer, male or female 
appears to be interested in having some 
sort of sex with her 

Maybe she liked you (or likes ails in gen- 
eral) or maybe she was milking you for 
tips, but whatever, she said yes. She has 
a sense of how sturdy or flimsy a barrier 
her g-string presents to curious fingers, 
and was probably not surprised when you 
got where you got. Most tellingly, she 
invited you back whenever, which she 
was certainly under no obligation to do. | 
think it would be fine to go back there 
and fine to whisper “Sorry | got fresh last 
time,” and fine not to. It would also be 
fine for her, in turn, to refuse you service 
but | bet she doesn't. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780.413.7122 
(Crincallina 


75 min/S24.95: 1.900.451.2853 | 


NO MORE LONELY 


‘NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEW: 
702.2223 
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University of Alberta Libraray 


Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 
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